
 

 

THE POWER OF THE HOLY SPIRIT 
Pentecost marks the end and the goal of the Easter season.  For Christians, it 
is a memorial of the day the Holy Spirit descended on the apostles and the 
Virgin Mary in the form of fiery tongues, an event that took place fifty days 
after the Resurrection of Jesus.  The feast also commemorates the official 
inauguration of the Christian Church by the apostolic preaching of St. Peter, 
which resulted in the conversion of 3000 Jews to the Christian Faith.  
Pentecost is, thus, the official birthday of the Church.  
 

Today’s Gospel relates how the Risen Jesus gave his apostles a foretaste of 
Pentecost on the evening of Easter Sunday by appearing to them and 
sending them to carry on the mission given him by his Heavenly Father.  He 
then empowered them to do so by breathing upon them and saying, “Receive 
the Holy Spirit.”  On the day of Pentecost, Jesus fulfilled his promise to send 
the Advocate or Paraclete. The gift of the Spirit would enable them to fulfill 
Jesus’ commission to preach the Gospel to all nations.  Today’s Gospel 
passage also tells us how Jesus gave to the Apostles the power and authority 
to forgive sins.  “Receive the Holy Spirit.  For those whose sins you forgive, 
they are forgiven; for those whose sins you retain, they are retained.”  These 
wonderful words, which bind together inseparably the presence of the Holy 
Spirit with the gift of forgiveness, are referred to directly in the Sacrament of Reconciliation.  But they have a 
much wider meaning.  Those words remind us of the Christian vocation we all have, to love and forgive as we 
have been loved and forgiven in the world of today, which is often fiercely judgmental and vengeful.   
 

Excerpted from  Homilies of Fr. Anthony Kadavil on  Jn 20:19-23 available at http://stjohngrandbay.org. Image from www.patheos.com 

ACCLAMATION  
Alleluia, alleluia! 

Come, Holy Spirit, fill the hearts of your faithful 
and kindle in them the fire of your love. 

Alleluia! 

NEXT WEEK’S READINGS 
 

1st Reading: Deut 4:32-34, 39-40 

2nd Reading: Rom 8:14-17 
Gospel: Matthew 28:16-20  

RESPONSE  
Lord, sent out your 
Spirit, and renew 

the face of the earth. 

PLEASE PRAY FOR THE FOLLOWING AND THEIR FAMILIES    
 
 

ANNIVERSARIES:  Terry Mc Kelvey, Brian Watt, Antonio Turk. Linda Blaauw, Ronan Hart,  

                              Alice Read, Thelma Treverton.  

SICK:  Mary Edmonds, Marta Kristan, Geoff Bell, Peter Lisle, Margaret Ratcliffe, Margaret McLean, 
          Matthew MacDonald,   Nigel Goggin       

Archbishop Denis Hart’s 2018 Pentecost Letter to 
Youth encourages all people especially the young, to 
‘take the risk of faith’.  He points out, it is Jesus and 
the Spirit of Jesus driving us forward, a Spirit which 
has ‘no reverse gear!’ 
 

The Kingdom of Heaven is at the core of Jesus’ 
teachings, and Archbishop Hart points us to where 
we can find that Kingdom in our world today. It is to 
be found, he says, in ‘a world of people defined by 
love for each other, life to the full, wonder and care 
for the earth and universe, filled with creativity and 
beauty.’ 
 

More than that, however, the Archbishop says it is a 
‘community of people’ in ‘a world where peace reigns.’ 
 

‘My dear young people, take the risk of faith,’ enjoins 
His Grace. Inspired by the models of the saints, we 
are encouraged to ‘open our hearts to new horizons 
for joy’, so that we can indeed ‘walk the talk’ and, 
through the joy of Pentecost, share the great joy of 
our faith with others. 

 

You can read the full  2018 Pentecost Letter to Youth 
at www.melbournecatholic.org.au 

THANKSGIVING 
 

Church: $ 1,840 

Priest: $ 1,065 

 

Pentecost SundayPentecost Sunday  

Multicultural MassMulticultural MassMulticultural Mass   
20 May 2018                                                                             Year B20 May 2018                                                                             Year B  

          “““We are a child safe ParishWe are a child safe ParishWe are a child safe Parish”””   

PARISH MASS COUNT 2018 PARISH MASS COUNT 2018 PARISH MASS COUNT 2018  
 

Collectors, please do the needful over the next 3 
weekends.  Better to have 2 collectors to take 
separate counting. Thank you! 

MMMUUULLLTTTIIICCCUUULLLTTTUUURRRAAAL L L MMMAAASSSSSS   
20 May 201820 May 201820 May 2018   

Everyone please join and participate in 
this wonderful celebration after the  

10 am Mass in the Parish Hall. 

Many People, One Parish 

PPPLEASELEASELEASE   PPPRAYRAYRAY   FORFORFOR   THETHETHE   CCCANDIDATESANDIDATESANDIDATES   OFOFOF   
   

Sacrament of ConfirmationSacrament of ConfirmationSacrament of Confirmation   
Thursday 31 May at 7PM 

   

First Holy CommunionFirst Holy CommunionFirst Holy Communion   
Sunday 03 June  at 10 AM 

 

A Prayer for Mercy and Compassion 
 

Jesus, Creator God and the Holy Spirit… 
Give us your compassion for those in prison. 

Heal those broken in mind and memory. 
Soften the hard heart, and those who are captives 

of anger.  Free the innocent. Awaken the 
repentance that restores hope. 

Jesus, heal the scars of the victims of crime. 
Give eternal peace those who die. 

Grant victims’ families the forgiveness that heals.  
Give wisdom to lawmakers and to those who judge; 

patience and strength in those who guard. 
May those in prison ministry be bearers of your 

Light, For all of us are in need of your mercy. 
Amen. 

OPEN NEW HORIZONS FOOPEN NEW HORIZONS FOR SPREADING JOYR SPREADING JOY  

   BIGGEST MORNING TEA  
24 May, 9:30-11 in the Narthex 

 

This is support of the Cancer Council Victoria 
who works across every area of every cancer, 

from research to prevention and support. 
We hope to see you there! 

FEAST OF OUR LADY, HELP OF CHRISTIANS  
PATRONESS OF AUSTRALIA, 24 MAY 

 

Mary, Help of Christians, 
watch over us with love. 

Intercede for us with your 
Son, to bless Australia, so 
that we can be people of 

peace – people who love and 
respect each other, and 

people who love and respect 
our land, Australia. 

We make this prayer through 
Jesus, your Son. Amen. 

 
Source: http://sosj.org.au 

POPE SAYS: ‘PARISHES GROW ONLY WHEN 
PEOPLE ARE WELCOMED, HEARD’  

 

After months of study and discussion, the parishes of 
the Diocese of Rome have recognized ‘a general and 
healthy exhaustion’ with doing the same things over 
and over, touching the lives of fewer and fewer 
people as time goes on, Pope Francis said. 
 

Changing the way parishes -- and their priests and 
involved laity -- operate will not be easy, the pope 
said, but members of the diocese must set out to 
follow the Lord more closely, deal with the reality in 
their neighbourhoods and learn how to show 
everyone living within the parish boundaries that they 
are recognized and loved. 
 

Pope Francis addressed some 1,700 diocesan 
leaders, both clergy and laity, 14 May at the Basilica of 
St John Lateran, the cathedral of the diocese of Rome.  
 

Full report at www.melbournecatholic.org.au 

POPE PRAYS FOR CHRISTIANS IN INDONESIA 
AFTER CHURCH ATTACKS KILL 11  

Pope Francis said Sunday he’s praying for the 
Christian community in Indonesia after multiple suicide 
bombers killed at least 11 people who were 
participating in religious services. 
 

‘I’m particularly close to the dear people of Indonesia, 
especially to the Christian community of the city of 
Surabaya strongly hit by the grave attacks on places 
of worship,’ the pope said after his weekly Sunday 
Regina Coeli prayer. 
 

CNN reported that suspected suicide bombers struck 
three different churches (Santa Maria Catholic Church, 
the Indonesian Christian Church and the Pentecostal 
Central Church) in Surabaya, a port city on the east 
coast of Java Island Indonesia on Sunday morning.   
 

‘I elevate my prayer for the victims and their relatives,’ 
he said. ‘Together we invoke the God of peace so that 
he makes these violent actions cease.’ 
 

Full report at www.melbournecatholic.org.au 

CATHOLICS GET CHANCE TO CELEBRATE, 
THINK ABOUT MARY WITH NEW FEAST DAY 

The Catholic Church doesn't often add new celebra-
tions to its pretty full liturgical calendar, but this year's 
new feast day, Mary, Mother of the Church on 21 
May, has Catholics gearing up to mark the day or at 
least think a little more about Mary. 
 

The new feast day, which will be celebrated annually 
the day after Pentecost, was announced in a March 3 
decree by the Congregation for Divine Worship and 
the Sacraments. The decree said the pope approved 
the celebration because he thought it might 
'encourage the growth of the maternal sense of the 
church in the pastors, religious and faithful, as well as 
a growth of genuine Marian piety.' 
Full report at www.melbournecatholic.org.au 

CHAPLAINCY SUNDAY APPEAL 2018 
We will have a 3rd Collection in support of the 

Chaplaincy Appeal for Prison Chaplains.   
Please be generous.  

http://Pentecost%20Letter%20to%20Youth%20

