
 

 

PLEASE PRAY FOR THE FOLLOWING AND THEIR FAMILIES    
 

ACCLAMATION  
Alleluia, alleluia!  

I am the way, the truth, and the life, says the 
Lord; no one comes to the Father, except 

through me.  Alleluia! 

Next Week’s Readings     
 

1st Reading:  Ecclesiasticus 3:17-20,28-29 
2nd Reading :  Hebrews 12:18-19,22-24  

Gospel :  Luke  14:1,7-14  

RESPONSE  
 

Go out to all the 
world; and tell 
the Good News. 

 

Do not risk being shut out 
 What does the image of a door say to us about the kingdom of God? Jesus' story about the 
door being shut to those who come too late suggests they had offended their host and 
deserved to be excluded. It was customary for teachers in Jesus' time to close the door on 
tardy students and not allow them back for a whole week in order to teach them a lesson in 
discipline and faithfulness.   

Who will be invited to enter God's kingdom? - Jesus told this story in response to the 
question of who will make it to heaven - to God's kingdom of everlasting peace and eternal 
life.   Jesus surprised his listeners by saying that one's membership as a people who have entered into a covenant 
relationship with God does not automatically mean entry into the everlasting kingdom of God. Second, Jesus asserts that 
many from the Gentile (non-Jewish) nations would enter God's kingdom. God's invitation is open to Jew and Gentile alike.  
 

Jesus is the door to the kingdom of heaven - But Jesus warns that we can be excluded if we do not strive to enter by 
the narrow door. What did Jesus mean by this expression? The door which Jesus had in mind was himself. I am the door; 
if any one enters by me, he will be saved (John 10:9). God sent his only begotten Son, the Lord Jesus Christ, to open the 
way for us to have full access to the throne of God grace (favour and blessing) and mercy (pardon for our sins).  
 

Following the Lord requires effort and commitment on our part - If we want to enter God's kingdom and receive our 
full inheritance which is stored up for us in heaven, then we must follow the Lord Jesus in his way of the cross through a 
willing renunciation of our own will for his will - our own life for his life - our own way for his way.  
 

Why did Jesus say we must strive to enter his kingdom of righteousness and peace? The word strive can also be 
translated as agony. To enter the kingdom of God we must struggle against every force or power of opposition - even the 
temptation to remain indifferent, apathetic, or compromising in our faith and personal trust in Jesus, our hope in holding 
firm to the promises of Jesus, and our uncompromising love for God above all else (the "love that has been poured into 
our hearts through the gift of the Spirit which has been given to us" (Romans 5:5).  
 

The Lord is with us to strengthen us in our trials and struggles - The good news is that we do not struggle alone. 
God is with us and his grace is sufficient! As we strive side by side for the faith of the Gospel (Philippians 1:27) Jesus 
assures us of complete victory! Do you trust in God's grace and help, especially in times of testing and temptation?  
 

"Lord Jesus, may I never doubt your guiding presence and mercy towards me. Through the gift of your Spirit fill me with 
courage and persevering faith to trust you in all things and every circumstance I find myself in. Give me the strength to 
cling to your promises when the world around me begins to shake or crumble. And when my love and zeal begin to waver, 
fan it into a flame of consuming love and dedication for you who are my All."   Full text at www.dailyscripture.net 
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In this month of 
August we 
celebrate the 
Assumption of 

Mary, our Mother and Mother of the 
Church. 
 

Many of us, since we were children, 
have prayed the Hail Mary almost 
effortlessly: it is so much a part of our 
Catholic way of life. As adult disciples 
we need to continue to grow in our 

relationship with the Mother of Jesus. 
 

For Our Lady is the woman of the 
Holy Spirit—the one who modelled 
for us how to cooperate with the 
overshadowing presence of the Holy 
Spirit in our lives. 
 

The English Catholic laywoman, 
writer and mystic Caryll 
Houselander’s classic, The reed of 
God can help us as we reflect on 
Mary this August. 
 

We are all vessels for God, channels 
of God’s presence and compassion 
to others. Mary was a ‘reed’ on which 
God played music. The reed must be 

hollowed out and stops cut in it. In 
the process of molding a life, the 
initiative and design work is God’s. 
Our project in the spiritual life is to 
trust God’s plan and, as Mary did, to 
receive a generous gift. 
 

Full text at www.melbournecatholic.org.au 
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Pope Francis: Migrants an 
opportunity for dialogue 

among cultures 
 

Pope Francis over the weekend 
sent his support to an event taking 
place in the Italian Diocese of 
Ugento-S. Maria di Leuca called 

“Mediterranean: A Sea of Bridges,” which brought together 
young people from Europe and the countries bordering the 
Mediterranean to create a Charter which would help stop the 
Mediterranean from being a “sea of death.” 
 

In a message sent through the Secretary of State, Pope 
Francis express his wish that the event “enkindle a renewed 
commitment to promoting a culture of hospitality and 
solidarity, and thus promote peace and fraternity among 
peoples.” 
 

The message went on to say the Holy Father encouraged the 
participants at the meeting to “consider the presence of so 
many brothers and sisters who are migrants to be an 
opportunity of human growth, of meeting and dialogue among 
cultures and religions, and also even an occasion to witness 
to the Gospel of Charity.”  Full text at www.vatican.com 

Shrine in Sri Lanka's 
former war zone  
Celebrates feast 

 

Thousands of Catholics gathered 
Aug. 15 at the Shrine of Our Lady 
of Madhu in Mannar Diocese, 

northern Sri Lanka for the final day of celebrations that were 
part of a weeklong annual feast of the Assumption of the 
Blessed Virgin Mary. 
 

Both Tamil and Sinhalese Catholics participated in events at 
the shrine, which was shelled many times during the country's 
decades-long civil war that ended in 2009. In 1999, the shrine 
was shelled, killing 44 Tamils. 
 

The feast's high Mass was presided by Cardinal Malcolm 
Ranjith of Colombo, Bishop Kingsley Swamipillai, apostolic 
administrator of Mannar, Bishop Raymond Wickramasinghe of 
Galle, Bishop Vianney Fernando of Kandy and Bishop Norbert 
Andradi of Anuradhapura.  Full text at www.ucanindia.in 

Gymnast keeps rosary 
close when she 

competes 
 

US OLYMPIC gymnast and gold 
medallist Simone Biles says 
when she travels, she 
sometimes takes with her a 
statue of St Sebastian, the 
patron saint of athletes, and she 
also carries a rosary her mother gave her. 
 

Biles, who won gold in the women’s gymnastics all-
around competition and helped lead the US women to a 
team gold, says, ‘My mom, Nellie, got me a rosary at 
church. I don’t use it to pray before a competition. I’ll 
just pray normally to myself, but I have it there in case.’ 
 

The 19 year old’s hometown is Spring, Texas, which is 
in the Archdiocese of Galveston-Houston. The London-
based Catholic Herald described her as ‘a Sunday 
Massgoer.’ Other news accounts said that Sunday is 
the only day she does not practice gymnastics so she 
can go to church with her family at St James Catholic 
Church in Spring.   
 

Full text at  www.melbournecatholic.org.au 
Calcutta prepares to celebrate 
canonisation of Mother Teresa  
 

Pope Francis will declare Mother Teresa 
a saint at the Vatican on September 4. 
 

Although the canonisation of Mother 
Teresa will take place in Vatican, 
preparations are already well underway for celebrations in 
Calcutta. 
 

Scholars, priests, students and artists are continuously 
holding seminars, exhibitions and prayer meetings every day 
across the city to promote “Mother Teresa’s philosophy 
towards humanity” and a group of young independent 
photographers are taking part in the crowdsourced Sainthood 
Project. Photographs taken throughout the city will be 
displayed in several locations in Rome in early September, to 
coincide with the canonisation of Mother Teresa. 
 

The photographers are volunteers, trying to highlight aspects 
of the young Mother Teresa, who founded the Missionaries of 
Charity to serve the “poorest of the poor” in India. The young 
people are funding their own travel to Rome to participate in 
the ceremony and exhibit the photographs in open-air 
galleries.  Full text at www.ucanindia.in Feasts of The Week 

22 August - The Queenship of the Bl. Virgin Mary 
24 August - St. Bartholomew 

27 August - St. Monica 

MIGRANT & REFUGEE WEEK 

August 22-28, 2016 

St Vincent de Paul Society (Vic) – JustArt Exhibition 
ASYLUM SEEKERS – STORIES OF HUMANITY 
26-27 August 2016, The Stables, cnr Wreckyn & Courtney 
Streets, North Melbourne  
 

Catholic Alliance People Seeking Asylum (CAPSA) 
CIRCLES OF SILENCE 
28 August 2016, City Square, Swanston Street, Melbourne 
 

6th Annual Bishop Grech Memorial Coloquium on 
Christian-Muslim Relations in a Persecuted Region & the 
Impact on Immigration 
25 August 2016, Philippa Brazill Lecture, ACU, Fitzroy 
 

RAC Rally: CLOSE THE CAMPS – BRING THE REFUGEES HERE 

27 August 2016, 1.00 pm 
State Library of Victoria, Swanston Street, Melbourne 
 

Annual Mass of All Nations 
Sunday, 28 August 2016 
Rosary at 2.00 pm, Mass at 3.00 pm 
St Patrick’s Cathedral, East Melbourne 
Main Celebrant: Archbishop Denis J Hart DD 

           OLOL NARTHEX DINNER 
       9 September 2016, 6pm 

Nibbles, Spit Roast Dinner & Dessert 
Music by Aquinas College 

BYO Drinks & glasses 
Tickets $25 (available from the Pious Good Stall) 

OLOL MEN’S GROUP 

29 AUGUST 2016, 7:30PM IN THE NARTHEX 
All Men’s welcome and be inspired by  

Fr. Michael Payyapily, VC 
Dinner will be served!!! 


