
 

 

PLEASE PRAY FOR THE FOLLOWING AND THEIR FAMILIES    

 

ACCLAMATION  
Alleluia, alleluia!  

God was in Christ, to reconcile the world to himself; and 
the Good News of reconciliation he has entrusted to us. 

Alleluia! 

Next Week’s Readings     
 

1st Reading:  Amos 8:4-7 

2nd Reading :  Timothy 2:1-8 

Gospel :  Luke  16:1-13  

RESPONSE  
 

 

I will rise and go 
to my father. 

This son of mine has come back to life; he was lost and is found 
 

The generous attitude of Jesus to ‘tax collectors and sinners’ scandalised those who saw 
themselves as the guardians of Israel’s true traditions. Luke gives us three parables with which 
Jesus responded directly to this criticism – he was, he said, giving expression to the merciful ways 
of his Father. The best know of the three, of course, is the story of the son who, after foolishly 
squandering his inheritance, is received back by his rejoicing father. 
 

When we recognise how this elaborate story fits into the message that was central to Jesus 
teaching, we understand that it conveys far more than the brief parables before it. The story hinges 
on the relationship between the lost son and his father. The real shortcoming of the son, as the 
story shows, was not his prodigality, but the fact that, though he has lived with his father all his 

years, he had not had the generosity of spirit that would bring him to understand the love his father had for him. Even 
when he comes to his senses, his attitude is that of a mercenary – though he has lost the rights of a son, his father is a 
good man, he will give him a place among his slaves. Jesus saw his immediate mission as calling the nation to identify 
with the ways of the God of the covenant. Their situation is like that of the prodigal; they have lived for centuries in 
covenant with God; and they have found themselves in exile for their infidelities; but even after their return they are far 
from appreciating the ways of the God of the covenant, and the loving designs God has for them. The elder brother in the 
story - whose relationship to his father, and his claim on his father, is established by his ‘obeying the orders’ he has 
received – also has the outlook of a mercenary. It is clear that he stands for the leaders who should have led God’s 
people to an understanding of God’s loving and generous ways, but have persuaded themselves that they show their 
faithfulness to the covenant by an exact observance of the requirements of the Law. Jesus is calling God’s people to learn 
at last the clear message of the covenant experience, the loving, merciful and inclusive ways in the heart of his Father. 
 

The words of the father in the story, to the sulking elder brother, are filled with the pathos of Jesus’ appeal: ‘My son, you 
are with me always and all I have is yours’. The ‘best robe’, the ‘ring’, the ‘sandals’ and the ‘feast’, all marks of special 
regard, point to a mercy and generosity that have no limits. We are left to imagine the aftermath. Surely, the son’s life is 
transformed, as he comes, at last, to share in the love in the heart of his father. The future the Saviour promises to the 
world, in fact, will be a sharing in the love of his Father (cf. John 14:25 etc). 
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Christians 
can’t ignore 

suffering and 
have a clear 
conscience 

Turning your 
head away from 

the suffering of others is a grave sin, 
and simply saying some prayers or 
going to Mass does not make a good 
Christian of someone who ignores 
those in need , Pope Francis said. 
 

The plight of those who suffer in the 
world today is a modern-day Calvary 
that ‘spurs us on to offer ever new 
signs of mercy,’ the pope said 3 
September at a special audience for 

people engaged in the works of 
mercy, as well as for pilgrims in Rome 
for the canonisation of Blessed 
Teresa of Kolkata. 
 

‘I will never tire of saying that the 
mercy of God is not some beautiful 
idea but rather a concrete action,’ 
Pope Francis said. ‘There is no mercy 
without concreteness. Mercy is not 
doing something good while passing 
by; it means involving yourself there 
where there is evil, where there is 
sickness, where there is hunger, 
where there is human exploitation.’ 
 

In his talk, the pope reflected on St. 
Paul's call to live with a love, which 
‘bears all things, believes all things, 

hopes all things, endures all things.’  
‘The love of which the apostle speaks 
is not something abstract or vague,’ 
the pope said. ‘Rather, it is a love that 
is seen, touched and experienced first
-hand.’ 
 

The culmination of this love is Jesus' 
death on Calvary, a love that can be 
seen today in those who suffer due to 
poverty, sickness and evil, he said.  
 

Full text at www.melbournecatholic.org.au 

     Feasts of the Week 

13 September - St. John Chrysostom 

14 September - The Exaltation of the Holy Cross 

15 September - Our Lady of Sorrows 

16 September - Sts Cornelius and Cyprian 

RECENTLY DECEASED :    The OLOL parish family offers its prayers and condolences to the family of Marlon Galang 
for the death of his mother Martina Galang and also to the family of Fr. Andrew Camilleri, 
Parish Priest of Thomastown West who passed away recently. 

Ballarat bishop’s estate to go 
to abuse victims 
 

The estate of the late Bishop Ronald 
Mulkearns of Ballarat will be used to 
benefit the victims of child sexual 
abuse, his successor Bishop Paul 
Bird has announced.  

 

In a statement issued to the Herald Sun today Bishop Bird said 
the decision had been made to set aside all funds for that 
purpose. 
 

'Whatever the diocese of Ballarat receives from Bishop 
Mulkearns' estate I intend to set aside for assistance to victims 
of abuse. This will continue the support that the diocese has 
given to abuse victims over many years,' Bishop Bird said. 
 

Bishop Mulkearns, who died in April, left a property at the 
seaside resort of Fairhaven valued at $2.1 million and about 
$40,000 cash to the Ballarat diocese to be used 'for the benefit 
of the Catholic diocese of Ballarat at [the current bishop's] 
absolute discretion.  Full text at www.melbournecatholic.org.au 

Social justice for the 
ageing means a rightful 
place at the table 
 

As more and more Australians 
are living longer, we should 
celebrate the great ‘success 
story’ of our ageing population 
and, as a fair and 
compassionate nation, foster 
solidarity among all 
generations, Bishop Antoine-Charbel Tarabay from the 
Australian Catholic Social Justice Council said today. 
 

‘Australia must protect older people who are most 
vulnerable to hardship and who are at risk of feeling 
they are a burden on society.’ 
 

Bishop Tarabay was speaking at the launch of the 
Australian Catholic Bishops 2016–17 Social Justice 
Statement, entitled ‘A place at the table: Social justice 
in an ageing society’. 
 

The statement highlights the significant contribution 
that older people continue to make to the life of the 
community. The number of Australians aged 65 and 
over will more than double from 3.6 million today to 8.9 
million by the middle of the century. Around 75 per cent 
of men and 85 per cent of women are reaching 
retirement in good health and with around 20 years of 
life ahead of them. 
 

Full text at www.melbournecatholic.org.au 

Indonesian Catholics stage anti-
human trafficking concert 

 

Catholic musicians held a concert on Sept. 
4 in Jakarta to raise public awareness of 
rising human trafficking cases in 

Indonesia’s East Nusa Tenggara province. 
 

The Working Group Against Human Trafficking, a coalition of 
several organizations, including the Indonesia Catholic Student 
Association, the Catholic Youth and Volunteers Network for 
Humanity (J-ruk), organized the event. 
 

During the concert the musicians, who included former 
seminarian and musician Ivan Nestorman and Father Leo Mali 
of Kupang Archdiocese — appealed for concrete action to 
stamp out human trafficking gangs that target poor people in 
the province. 
 

Father Mali, who is also coordinator of J-ruk, said the concert 
was in response to a lack of concern by authorities and 
potential victims about the issue.  Full text at 
www.ucanews.com 

Christians join 
Muslims to discuss 
hate crimes in India 

 

Christians and Muslim 
leaders are seeking ways to 
check increasing violence 
against religious minorities in India. 
 

The 50 attending religious leaders met in New Delhi to 
discuss "challenges for the freedom of religion and 
belief in India" under Prime Minister Narendra Modi 
who heads the Hindu nationalist Bharatiya Janata Party 
led federal government.  
 

The Sept. 5-6 consultation was organized by National 
Council of Churches in India, the umbrella organization 
of around 30 Protestant and Orthodox Churches in 
India. 
 

Currently religious minorities, especially Christians are 
"facing physical, symbolic and structural violence" from 
Hindu extremists across the country, said Father Z. 
Devasagaya Raj, secretary of the Indian Catholic 
bishops' conference's office for Dalit and indigenous 
people. 
 

"Every Indian should have the right to practice and 
promote their religion peacefully," he said. 
 

Full text at www.ucanews.com 

A big THANK YOU to all  

who have shared their blessings to the  

CatholicCare Church Appeal 2016 last 13-14 August.   

We have collected a total of $732.00. 

THE ARCHBISHOP’S 

F A T H E R ’ S  D A Y  A P P E A L  
We would like to thank everyone who gladly 
responded to this appeal.  We are still accepting 
donations.  You may give it at the end of the mass. 
 

“Your generous donations will ensure a normal living 
for our priests who have served actively in the 
Archdioceses, but who are now elderly and frail.  Our 
support for our retired priests and sick priests who 
have shown us deep spiritual care is a true sign of 
gratitude “- +Denis J. Hart 

The new Altar Linen Roster is now available in the Narthex.  

Don’t forget to get your copy. 

A LOVE THAT LASTS… DISCOVERING AUTHENTIC LOVE 
Come to a talk and discussions  

this Wednesday, 14 September 2016  

at 7:30pm in the Narthex. 

All are WELCOME! 
 

   For inquiries, ring Andrew at 0459991867 


