
 

 

PLEASE PRAY FOR THE FOLLOWING AND THEIR FAMILIES    
 

ACCLAMATION  
Alleluia, alleluia!  

For all things give thanks to God, because this is 
what he expects of you in Christ Jesus. 

Alleluia! 

Next Week’s Readings     
 

1st Reading:  Exodus 17:8-13 
2nd Reading :  Timothy 3:14-4:2 

Gospel :  Luke  18:1-8  

RESPONSE  
 

 

The Lord has revealed 
to the nations his 

saving power. 

 

GRATITUDE AS A MEASURE OF OUR FAITH 
 

By: Sister Veronica Lawson, RSM 

Today’s gospel story invites us to reflect on the potential goodness of everyone. It 
continues last week’s focus on the saving power of faith. Just four Greek words 
make up the most telling sentence in the story: “And he was Samaritan!” A new 
element has entered into the narrative: faith is not the sole preserve of the Jewish 
people. A despised half-Jew can have faith, faith buried deep within and actively at 

work like the life in the mustard seed.  
 

Jesus is approached by ten lepers. All have been excluded from participation in village life on account of their 
skin disease. All beg for inclusion, expressed in terms of mercy.  All follow the prescription of the Law of 
Moses to show themselves to the priests. All are declared “clean”. Only one turns back, praises God in the 
market place, falls at Jesus’ feet and thanks him. This one alone receives the now familiar affirmation: “your 
faith has saved you”. Jesus tells the Samaritan to rise up and continue on his way, on his journey of faith. The 
other nine are healed, presumably because they too have some limited faith. They have nonetheless forgotten 
the source of their healing and abandoned the journey to life.  
 

One measure of our faith is our capacity to acknowledge and to celebrate the source of our well-being when life 
is good and we have no felt need for healing. Another is our capacity to say a simple word of thanks to all those 
who mediate to us the goodness of a compassionate and merciful God, whatever our circumstances. As this 
Jubilee Year of Mercy nears its end, we might pause to give thanks for everyone and everything that mediates 
God’s mercy to us and to our troubled planet.                                          Resources: www.catholicreligiousaustralia.org/ 

Jubilee Year 

of Mercy 
2015/16 

 
 

28th Sunday in Ordinary Time 
 

9 October 2016                                        YEAR C  

ANNIVERSARIES:   Alice Bowen, Mark Brady, Frank Loveday, Paul Kazar, Kazimera Zvikevitch, Caminho Tellis, Myrtle 
Piergrosse, Andrew Call, Madge Warrilow, George Zammit, Nina Dalby, Jessie Rees, Kum Mary Lam 

SICK :    Mary Edmonds, Brian Taggert, Pauline Muscat, Marta Kristan, Kala Lindsay, Geoff Bell, Stan Piergrosse, Peter Himing  

THANKSGIVING 
CHURCH: $ 1,844.97 

PRESBYTERY: $ 1,252 
(RETIRED PRIEST & ARCHDIOCESE) 

FFFEASTSEASTSEASTS   OFOFOF   THETHETHE   WWWEEKEEKEEK 
 

 

11 October - St. John XXIII 

14 October - St. Callistus I 

15 October - St. Teresa of Jesus 

              Pa r i s h D i ar y  
 

12 October Finance Committee Meeting 

23 October World Mission Sunday 

28 October Confirmation 

PRAY FOR PEACE IN SYRIA  

The Canadian Catholic Organization 
for Development and Peace, Caritas 
Canada, is urging a day of prayer for 
peace in Syria on the feast of Saint 
Francis of Assisi, last Tuesday,4 
October. Caritas states that St. Francis’ 
feast is the perfect occasion to 
remember suffering peoples. 
 

The Holy See has also announced that 
there will be an additional international 
and ecumenical day of prayer on 31 
October, for peace in the Middle East 
and especially for all the people of 
Syria. This is on the occasion of the 

Pope’s Apostolic Voyage to Sweden to 
mark the ecumenical commemoration 
of the 500th anniversary of the 
Protestant Reformation. 
 

The Caritas Canada national day of 
prayer is part of an information 
campaign launched by Caritas 
Internationalis, Syria: Peace is Possible.  
Pope Francis issued a video message in 
support of the campaign which includes 
a new website, http://syria.caritas.org/ 
currently in English, French, Spanish 
and Arabic.  
 

The International and Ecumenical Day 
of Prayer for Peace in the Middle East 
and especially for the people of Syria on 
31 October is being organized by the 
Pontifical Council for Promoting 
Christian Unity, Caritas Internationalis, 
and the Lutheran World Federation. 

The theme is on shifting relations from 
conflict to communion, with a focus 
especially on involving young people. 
 

Pope Francis, alongside Bishop Munib 
Younan, President of the Lutheran 
World Federation, and the Rev. Martin 
Junge, the Federation’s General 
Secretary, will lead a common prayer 
service based on the recently published 
Catholic – Lutheran “Common Prayer” 
liturgical guide. The guide is based on 
From Conflict to Communion, a joint 
document that highlights the 
ecumenical developments between the 
two Churches.  
 

Full text at www.melbournecatholic.org.au 

CARITAS AUSTRALIA 
RESPONDS TO FOOD 

CRISIS IN ZIMBABWE 
 

Caritas Australia, part of one 
of the largest humanitarian 
networks in the world, is 
responding to Zimbabwe’s 
food crisis, with an emergency relief program. The 
crisis has left up to 4.5 million people, about a third of 
the population, without enough to eat. 
 

The program is being funded with development partner, 
Caritas Gweru. 
 

Caritas Australia’s Africa Program Coordinator, Sister 
Ivy Khoury, spoke of the severity of the crisis, as well 
as the strength of Zimbabwe’s people. 
 

‘For many years people have suffered. If it hasn’t been 
from drought, it has been from the outbreak of cholera, 
due to a lack of safe water and sanitation infrastructure,’ 
Sister Ivy said.  ‘Even though people are suffering, they 
live with hope and believe that their lives will improve 
with the assistance of Caritas Australia.’  
 

Caritas Australia’s emergency relief program aims to 
ensure food security for the most vulnerable in 
Zimbabwe, by providing food distribution, school meals 
and financial support to almost 100 households.   
Full text at www.melbournecatholic.org.au 

 

We CONGRATULATE & 
WELCOME  

into our parish community: 
 

CONNOR SAMUEL ROBERTSON 

SOPHIE LOUISE HUNT 

ELSIE DARBY MOORE 

POPE TO SPORTS 
WORLD: DON’T 

CHEAT PEOPLE OUT 
OF JOY, BENEFITS  

OF GAME  
 

Pope Francis challenged the sports world to fend off 
corrupt and manipulative practices and to uphold the 
values of honesty, fairness and transparency.  ‘It 
would be sad for sport and for humanity if people 
were unable to trust in the truth of sporting results, or 
if cynicism and disenchantment were to drown out 
enthusiasm’ or joyful and unselfish participation, he 
said 5 October in the Vatican's Paul VI audience hall. 
He spoke during the opening ceremony of a world 
conference on faith and sport hosted by the Pontifical 
Council for Culture 6 – 7 October. 
Full text at www. melbournecatholic.org.au 

CATHOLIC WOMEN’S LEAGUE  
CELEBRATES 100 YEARS 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
This year the members of Catholic Women’s League 
of Victoria and Wagga Wagga are celebrating their 
centenary. On Sunday 2 October Archbishop Denis 
Hart presided over the league’s special celebratory 
Mass at St Patrick’s Cathedral. On the same day, the 
league also launched a book containing articles 
written over the past 100 years responding to their 
motto, ‘She has put out her hand to strong things’. 

Full text at www. melbournecatholic.org.au 

SEVEN CATHOLIC 
INSTITUTIONS PLAN 

TO DIVEST FROM 
FOSSIL FUEL 
COMPANIES 

 

Citing Pope Francis' encyclical ‘Laudato Si'‘ on 
humanity's relationship with the earth and each other, 
seven Catholic institutions from around the world say 
they plan to divest from fossil fuel corporations. 
 

Joining the divestment movement are: 
 The Missionary Society of St. Columban; 
 Presentation Society of Australia and Papua New Guinea;  
 Daughters of Mary Help of Christians (Salesians) in Italy;  
 St. Louis-based SSM Health;  
 Jesuit Fathers of Upper Canada;  
 Diocese of Umuarama, Brazil;  
 Federation of Christian Organisations for the International 

Voluntary Service in Italy. 
 

The organisations join a steadily growing movement 
that is seeing hundreds of groups worldwide divest from 
companies involved in the extraction of coal, oil and 
natural gas in recent years and turning to firms 
developing renewable energy instead. 
 

‘It's important because we're finally, as a Catholic 
community, starting to connect the dots between 
'Laudato Si'' and our investment policies,’ said Tomas 
Insua, coordinator of the Global Catholic Climate 
Movement, which announced the divestment plans on 
the feast of St. Francis of Assisi. 
 

Full text at www.melbournecatholic.org.au 

RECENTLY DECEASED: Let us offer our thoughts and prayers to the family of Keith Everard who passed away this week 


