
 

 

PLEASE PRAY FOR THE FOLLOWING AND THEIR FAMILIES    

ACCLAMATION  
Alleluia, alleluia!  

The Spirit of the Lord is upon me; he sent me to 
bring Good News to the poor. 

  Alleluia! 

Next Week’s Readings     
 

1st Reading:  Isaiah 7:10-14 
2nd Reading :  Romans 1:1-7 

Gospel :  Matthew 1:18-24 

RESPONSE  
 

Lord, come and  
save us. 

“THE POOR HAVE THE GOOD NEWS PROCLAIMED TO THEM.” 

The common theme running through today’s readings is one of joy and encouragement. 

The readings stress the need for patience in those awaiting the rebirth of Jesus in their 

hearts and lives.  They give us messages of hope—for people almost three millennia 

ago, for people at the beginning of the first millennium and for people today.   
 

John the Baptist sent his friends to go find Jesus, and to ask him if he was really the 

Messiah. Rather than just answering with a simple yes or no, Jesus told them to tell 

John: “The deaf can hear, the blind regain their sight, the lame walk, lepers are cleansed, 

the deaf hear, the dead are raised, and the poor have the good news proclaimed to them.” 
 

Jesus is not speaking in code. He is telling us he has come to reach out to the poor and suffering. As his 

disciples, we are called to do the same.  Who are these people in our world today? They are family members 

who are sick or lonely. They are our classmates who are bullied. They are the men and women on our streets 

who don’t have a place to sleep at night. And they are the families around the world who, because of poverty or 

violence in their countries, struggle to make it through each day. 
 

Complete text at http://en.radiovaticana.va; www.crsfairtrade.org; image by theemmausseries.com 
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THANKSGIVING 
 

 CHURCH : $ 1,654.51 

 PRESBYTERY : $ 975.00 

      (RETIRED PRIESTS & ARCHDIOCESE) 

VATICAN REDESIGNS 
FORMATION PROGRAM FOR 

FUTURE PRIESTS 
 

This 91-page guide contains the 
new keys to selecting and training 
future priests in seminaries, after 
46 years of using the previous 
requirements. 
 

According to the person in charge 
of the text, Cardinal Beniamino 
Stella the document has two 

important ideas: 
 

That attaining objectives is not tied 
to ‘the time spent in the seminary 
or to the studies completed,’ but 
rather to an ‘overall integral 
maturity,’ that he has received the 
characteristics that pertain to 
priestly identity and has a 
‘Christian and priestly maturity.’ 
 

Among other things, bishops and 
seminary rectors must ensure that 
the candidates meet both human 
and emotional conditions for 
exercising the priestly life: from 
living out the call to celibacy, to 
being willing to generously spend 
for the sake of others. 
 

In this way the Vatican confirms 
that bishops should not ordain 
seminarians to priests who have 
‘deeply rooted homosexual 
tendencies.’ 
 

Full text at www.melbournecatholic.org.au 

 

SPECIAL THIRD 

COLLECTION FOR 

MELBOURNE 

OVERSEAS MISSION 
in all Masses this 

weekend. 
Please be generous. 

CHILD SAFETY POLICY 
 & CODE OF CONDUCT  

Available in the Narthex!  
Please get a copy and read it.  The Archdiocese 
of Melbourne in compliance to the Victorian 
Government requirements wants to ensure that 
all children and young people in the church are 
all well protected and safe. All parishioners are 
required to be aware and understand the 
policy.  All volunteers are asked to sign the last 
page and return it to the Child Safety Officers. 

We would like  to thank all volunteers  
who helped us in getting the Church 

and premises ready for 

C h r i s tm a s .  

PLEASE GET 
YOUR COPY! We congratulate 

and welcome to 

our parish 

community: 

Edward Gerd Boyke 

IMPORTANT WIN FOR RELIGIOUS FREEDOM  

IN VICTORIA 
 Religious organisations and schools will retain the right 
to discriminate against hiring people who do not share 
the beliefs of their organisation, thanks to the defeat of 
an amendment in Victorian Parliament yesterday. 
 

Religious freedom was under threat by the proposed 
changes to the Equal Opportunity Act (Religious Excep-
tions) Bill, which would have allowed for litigation if 
religious bodies and schools were to discriminate 
against someone because of religious beliefs, sexual ori-
entation, marital status or gender identity. The Bill 
would have introduced an ‘inherent requirement test’, 
putting the onus on employers to prove that shared be-
liefs and values would be central to the job require-
ments. 
 

The amendment was defeated in the Legislative Council, 
with a tied vote of 19–19. 
Complete text at www.melbournecatholic.org.au 

DR SR MARY 
GLOWREY’S REMAINS  

EXHUMED IN INDIA 
 

The remains of Dr Sr Mary 
Glowrey, who may become 
Australia’s next canonised 
saint, were exhumed on 
Monday 28 November 2016 
from her grave in Bangalore, 
India. The exhumation of her 
remains is part of the process towards canonisation. 
 

Born in 1887, Mary Glowrey graduated with a 
bachelor of medicine and a bachelor of surgery from 
the University of Melbourne in 1910.  During her 
university days in Melbourne, Sr Glowrey cared for 
underprivileged women and their babies in the 
Fitzroy and Collingwood areas. She also worked at 
St Vincent’s Hospital. 
 

Doctor-Sister Glowrey founded India’s biggest 
healthcare network - the Catholic Health Association - in 
1943, which today provides care for over 21 million 
people each year. She was also the founding 
President of the Catholic Women’s League of 
Victoria and Wagga Wagga. 
 

When she died in 1957 her final words were, ‘My 
Jesus, I love you’.  
 

Complete text at www.melbournecatholic.org.au 

JAPANESE BISHOPS WANT 
NUCLEAR POWER 

ABOLISHED WORLDWIDE 
The bishops' conference of 
Japan has issued a statement 
calling for the worldwide 
abolition of nuclear power, five 
and a half years after the 

Fukushima Daiichi nuclear disaster. 
 

The Catholic Bishops’ Conference of Japan (CBCJ) 
issued their statement, On the Abolition of Nuclear 
Power Generation: A Call by the Catholic Church in 
Japan, on Nov. 11. 
 

That same day, Japanese Prime Minister Shinzo Abe 
met Indian Prime Minister Narendra Modi and signed an 
agreement that would allow Japan to export nuclear 
power technology to India. 
 

"We, the CBCJ, appeal to all people who share a 
common home called Earth that we join hands, rise 
together and act in solidarity to end nuclear power 
generation," the statement said. 
 

Complete text at www.ucanindia.in 

BIGGEST DIVINE MERCY IMAGE 

TO RISE IN THE PHILIPPINES 
The Philippines will unveil a giant 

statue of the Divine Mercy on the 

occasion of the five-day World 

Apostolic Congress on Mercy to be held 

in the country from Jan. 16 to 20 next 

year.  "This will be the biggest statue of 

the Divine Mercy in the world," said 

Father Prospero Tenorio, secretary-

general of the Asian Congress. 
 

The priest said the statue aims to celebrate the global 

event that will be held for the first time in Asia. 
Complete text at www.ucanindia.in 

New Rosters for Altar Setters and Liturgy are 

now available in the Narthex. 

C h r i s t m a s  M a s s  T i m e  

 
Saturday, 24 December 2016 

 Christmas Family Mass - 6:00 pm 
 Carols - 8:00 pm 
 Christmas Vigil Mass - 8:30 pm 
 Christmas Midnight Mass - 12:00 midnight 

Sunday, 25 December 2016 
 Christmas day Mass - 9:00 am 
 Christmas Afternoon Mass - 5:00 pm 


