
 

 

PLEASE PRAY FOR THE FOLLOWING AND THEIR FAMILIES    
 

ACCLAMATION  
Alleluia, alleluia!  

The Virgin will give birth to a son; his name  
will be Emmanuel: God -is-with-us. 

  Alleluia! 

Next Week’s Readings     
 

1st Reading:  Isaiah 62:1-5 
2nd Reading :  Acts 13:16-7,22-25 

Gospel :  Matthew 1:1-25 

RESPONSE  
 

Let the Lord enter; 
he is king of glory 

 

“DECISION MAKING IS ABOUT BELIEF AND TRUST WITH THE LORD” 
When Joseph found out that Mary was pregnant he acted in accord with the cultural 

norms of his society: he decided to divorce her. But he tempered his decision with 

compassion, deciding to divorce her informally so as not to publicly shame her, even 

though he would have been deeply hurt. 
 

On waking from his dream Joseph knew with absolute certainty that the meaning of 

Emmanuel – God is with us – applied to him and Mary. He may not have fully 

understood the significance of Mary’s child, and must have been rather bewildered by 

the phrase “she has conceived what is in her by the Holy Spirit”. But he knew that God 

was with them, and that was what mattered most.  
 

Joseph experienced a radical intervention in his life. He had decided on a course of action and changed his mind 

because of a dream in which an angel spoke to him.  There are shelves of books and dvds in our shops about 

planning and decision-making, but not many would give credence to Joseph’s decision-making process. 
 

For those who believe in God, decision-making is about belief and trust. When we are faced with making a 

decision of significance, naturally we review the reasons why we might choose one option over another.  We 

might consult other people, either for information or for their opinion. It is quite possible that this process gives 

us peace in deciding on a particular option.  
 

At that moment when Joseph accepted responsibility for Jesus and his mother, he made a decision of 

consequence for all human beings. Our decisions may not be so momentous, but they matter in our relationships 

with God and with other people.  It is always worth inviting God into our decision-making before resorting to 

the shelves in the bookstore. 
Excerpt from the gospel reflection of The Catholic Church in Aotearoa New Zealand at www.catholic.org.nz; image by vultuschristi.org 

Fourth Sunday o f  Advent  
   18 December 2016                                              Year A 

ANNIVERSARIES:   James Hogan, Theodora Franken, Alfredo Russo, Myrtle Angland, Denis Measki, Joseph Mc Carthy,  
Joanne Clothier, Thomas Vail.  

SICK :    Mary Edmonds, Brian Taggert, Pauline Muscat, Marta Kristan, Kala Lindsay, Geoff Bell, Stan Piergrosse, Peter Himing, 
Michael Kent, Dorothy Reilly  

THANKSGIVING 
 

 CHURCH : $ 1,730.26 

 PRESBYTERY : $987.00        
(RETIRED PRIESTS & ARCHDIOCESE) 

VATICAN SETS UP EMAILS, 
HASHTAG TO SEND POPE 

BIRTHDAY GREETINGS 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Even though Pope Francis was 
planning a ‘normal’ workday for 

his birthday, well-wishers can help 
brighten it up with special tweets 
and emails. 
 

Turning 80 on 17 December, Pope 
Francis was going to start the day 
with Mass together with cardinals 
living in Rome, according to the 
Vatican press office. The Vatican 
made the announcement 13 
December—the anniversary of the 
pope's ordination to the priesthood 
in 1969. 
 

"The rest of the day will be 
'normal,' loaded with 
appointments," it said.  
 

People can tweet messages using 

the hashtag #Pontifex80 or send an 
email according to their preferred 
language, including Latin. 
 

PopeFrancis80@vatican.va (English) 
PapaFrancisco80@vatican.va (Span/Port) 
PapeFrancois80@vatican.va  (French) 
PapiezFranciszek80@vatican.va  (Polish) 
PapstFranziskus80@vatican.va  (German) 
PapaFrancesco80@vatican.va  (Italian) 
Papafranciscus80@vatican.va  (Latin)  
 

Complete text at www.melbournecatholic.org.au 

 

THANK YOU for a job well done! 
 

Phil Lynch and Christian Lynch for setting up 
the manger so beautifully  

We congratulate and welcome to  
our parish community: 

Chloe Mikhaela Ong 

ADVENT RECONCILIATION                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                          
Our Lady of Lourdes Bayswater: 21 December, 7:30pm 

St. Joseph (Boronia):  19 December, 7:30pm 
 

Please  take advantage of this opportunity and make 
sure  to have your reconciliation in one of these days 

Flowers for Christmas 
We are accepting Flowers/donation 
for flowers for Christmas.  You may 
give it to Veronika Measki or to the 

Parish Office. 

C hri s tma s  M es sag e  
ARCHBISHOP DENIS J. HART 

  
Dear Friends, 
 

Christmas is a special time when we 
remember God’s closeness to us and 
our responsibility to become 
peacemakers. In this season of peace 
and goodwill we see our God, the 

maker of all things visible and invisible, reduced to the 
most vulnerable of creatures; another little Middle 
Eastern boy caught up in homelessness, poverty and a 
cruel cycle of violence. Yes, our God gave up 
everything in order to become one with us. You cannot 
get closer than that! He comes to us, and stays with us, 
especially in times of difficulty and loneliness. 
 

We might say that Christmas is the feast of 
“closeness”. It is the time when family and friends who 
are separated – by geography, by hurt or anger, or 
simply by the distances created by time – come 
together again to celebrate this joyous feast and to 
renew their bonds with one another and, we hope, with 
Christ. 
 

Christmas reunions can be wonderful. They can also 
open old wounds and bring back painful memories. To 
make Christmas joyful we must be able to forgive one 
another and let go of past injuries – real and imagined. 
 

My prayer for you and for all Melburnians, therefore, 
is that you will feel God’s closeness this Christmas and 
become instruments of peace in the New Year ahead! 
Let us keep the lost and abandoned close to our hearts. 
 

+ Denis J. Hart, 
Archbishop of Melbourne 

RECENTLY DECEASED:   Please let us offer our thoughts and prayers to the family of Tim Sujanto on the death of his mother,  
Mrs. Nanih Suyati of Bandung, Indonesia last 7 December 2016. 

CATHOLICS AND MUSLIMS MEET TOGETHER 

UNDER INSPIRATION OF MOTHER MARY 
 

 

 

 

 

 
There was an unusual gathering on the Feast of the 
Immaculate Conception (Thursday 8 December) this 
year at the Catholic Leadership Centre in East 
Melbourne: the Annual Maryam Meal for Catholics 
and Muslims. 
 

Mary – or “Maryam” as she is named in the Qur’an – 
is a point of commonality between Christians and 
Muslims. Both hold her in high regard for the sake of 
her son Jesus. Although we believe very different 
things about her son, and therefore about Mary herself, 
both our scriptures tell similar stories about her.  

 

Over 100 people came to the dinner as hosted each 
year by the Ecumenical and Interfaith Commission and 
Australian Intercultural Society. The EIC and the AIS 
have been in a relationship for over 15 years and we 
have come to know each other well. 
Complete text at www.melbournecatholic.org.au 

Christmas Novena 
The Christmas novena begins on 17 December.  At 
this point, the Advent focus shifts to the Christmas 

story and the Virgin Mary.  These days serve to prepare 
more directly for the Lord’s birth.  GNLYC 42 
This is the best time to hold carols services and to begin to 
sing Christmas carols in the liturgy. 

Chris tmas Hamper  
for $.50 cents/ticket.  Buy your tickets now! 

Tickets will be drawn after the Christmas Midnight Mass,  
24 December  

Congratulations! 
to  Fr. Sebastian on his 43rd anniversary 

of  Ordination this Sunday, 18 December. 
The OLOL Parish Family would like to thank 
you for your continued faithful service to the 

Catholic Church.    Christmas Offering Envelope is available in the Narthex.  
Please get one and put it in the Collection bag or give it to 

 Fr. Sebastian or Parish Office 

Flyers for Christmas and New Year Services is available 
in the Narthex.  Please feel free to get copies and 

distribute it to your friends, neighbours or colleagues.  
Thank you for your help! 

SPECIAL THANKS TO BERNADETTE PASCOE  
for taking the time to arrange the Parish Staff 

Dinner and making sure that the group will enjoy it. 

Christmas Mass Time 

Saturday, 24 December 2016 
 Christmas Family Mass - 6:00 pm 
 Christmas Vigil Mass - 8:30 pm (w/ Carol at 8:00pm) 
 Christmas Midnight Mass - 12:00 midnight 

Sunday, 25 December 2016 
 Christmas day Mass - 9:00 am 
 Christmas Afternoon Mass - 5:00 pm 
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