
 

 

PLEASE PRAY FOR THE FOLLOWING AND THEIR FAMILIES    

ACCLAMATION  
 

Alleluia, alleluia!  
 

Vigil: Tomorrow the wickedness of the earth will be 
destroyed; the Saviour of the world will be our king.  
 

Day: A holy day has dawned  upon us.  Come, you 
nations and adore the Lord.  Today a great light has 
come upon the earth. 

 Alleluia! 

Next Week’s Readings     
 

 
1st Reading:  Numbers 6:22-27 
 

2nd Reading :  Galatians 4:4-7 
 

Gospel :  Luke 2:16-21 

RESPONSE  
 
Vigil: For ever I will sing the 
goodness of the Lord. 
 

Day: All the ends of the 
earth have seen the saving 
power of God. 

JESUS IS BORN BUT HAVE WE 
FOUND HIM YET? 

 

Christmas is a commemoration of 
God's coming into the world. He came 
for all of us - believers and non-
believers alike. His birth should bring 
us hope and triumph which will dispel 
the sadness from our lives. But after 
years of celebrating Christmas after 
Christmas, many of us are yet to see 
that triumph in our lives and our hopes 
may be giving way to despair. Has the 
Messiah really come? If He has where 
is He? Why doesn't He bring the 
triumph that dispels the sadness of 
man? 
 

The real problem today is that we are 
waiting for God to literally come to us. 
We celebrate His birth just like that of 

any one of us - offering prayers, eating, drinking and making merry. We celebrate his coming into the world but 
we do not welcome Him into our hearts and lives.  Yes, He has come into the world and is very much in our 
midst but unfortunately we refuse to recognize Him therefore fail to welcome Him. 
 

By being born to poor parents, in an environment of extreme poverty, Jesus is telling us where He dwells - not in 
places of majesty and glamor but among the poor and the down-trodden, the sick and dying, the hungry, the 
oppressed and in those we love and even in those we hate. In short He is among the masses.  
 

Amidst our celebrations this Christmas, let us pause a while to look around us to recognize that Jesus who was 
born into the world two thousand years ago. He is among us in every person and in every trial and tribulation we 
encounter in our lives. Let us take a moment to look around to recognize Him in those who do not have joy and 
peace in their lives.  
 

Let us do the little within our means to alleviate the pain and misery in their lives. Let us do whatever we can to 
give them the hope that triumph will one day wipe out the sadness in the hearts.  
 

We too, like Jesus, must have the humility to come down from our positions of comfort and power to meet Him 
in the people around us. If we isolate ourselves from the masses by building a fortress around us with all our 
wealth and power together with greed, selfishness and pride, then we can keep waiting for Jesus all our lives but 
it will only be in vain. 
 

To us then His birth into this world, that is Christmas, will be just another day to celebrate, eat, drink and make 

merry. It will never become the day when hope shall sing of triumph and sadness flees away.  
 

Full text at www.catholic.org by Dr. Chris Anthony, Butterworth, Malaysia, Op/Ed  

The Nativ i ty  o f  the Lord  
Christmas Day    

25 December 2016                                                         Year A  

ANNIVERSARIES:   Charles Frost, Harry Bruce, Nelly Ales, Mary Moritz.  

SICK :    Mary Edmonds, Brian Taggert, Pauline Muscat, Marta Kristan, Kala Lindsay, Geoff Bell, Stan Piergrosse,  
Peter Himing, Michael Kent, Dorothy Reilly  

THANKSGIVING 
 

   *CHURCH : $ 1,903             *PRIEST: $ 1,220       

                                                              (RETIRED PRIESTS & ARCHDIOCESE) 

Thank Yo u a l l  for  your continued   support to  the  Churc h  

 

THANK YOU TO ALL WHO RESPONDED TO 

MELBOURNE OVERSEAS MISSION APPEAL 

We have collected a total of $ 730.80 

Healing Mass  

 WITH REV. DR. AUGUSTINE VALLOORAN, VC 
 

 TUESDAY, 24 JANUARY 2017 AT 7:30PM 

 OUR LADY OF LOURDES CHURCH BAYSWATER 

NEW YEAR MASS TIME 

 

Saturday, 31 December 2016 
 6:00pm - Regular Vigil Mass 
 11:30 pm - New Year Prayer & Mass  
 

Sunday, 1 January 2017 
 8:00am - New Year Morning Mass 
 10:00am - New Year Day Mass 
 5:00pm - New Year Afternoon Mass 

Feasts of the Week 
26 December - St. Stephen 

27 December - St. John the Evangelist 

28 December - The Holy Innocents 

30 December - The Holy Family 

AVAILABLE IN THE NARTHEX 
 NEW COUNTING ROSTER FOR 2017 
 COPIES OF CHRISTMAS MESSAGE FROM 

ARCHBISHOP DENIS HART 
A big Thank You to all who helped us in putting 

up the Christmas Tree and setting up the  

Nativity Scene in the Narthex.   

Both were beautifully done.  

Kudos to all!!!  

Important Notice 

As part of our commitment to Child Safety which is 

already in effect, the door of the Confession room in 

the Church should be kept open while Children are 

having their reconciliation.   Please be guided 

accordingly. 

Parish Office will be closed from  

24 December 2016 ~ 3 January 2017 

in observance of Christmas and  

New Year 

Christmas and New Year Wishes  
While we celebrate Christmas, may Jesus be born in 
your hearts and lives.  May He radiate his presence 
f r om  w i t h in  i n  s ha r i n g  h i s  l ov e , 
unconditional forgiveness, humble service, a 
compassionate heart and overflowing generosity. 
 

May the New Year be a peaceful and blessed one. 
May Jesus bless you with health in body and soul 
throughout the New Year. 
 

I assure you of my prayers every day and a special 
remembrance at the Christmas and New Year Masses. 
 

Please remember me also in your prayers. I thank you 
all very sincerely for your love, affection and helps. 
 

Fr. Sebastian Mappilaparambil, VC 

POPE FRANCIS ASKS 

ABOUT CHRISTMAS: 

DO I TRUST IN GOD OR 

IN MY OWN 

REASSURANCE? 
   

Pope Francis said that the 

arrival of God to the world, 

which is celebrated in 

Christmas, gives strength to the lives of men. It 

helps them to carry on despite difficulties. 
 

He also asked Christians to spend time 

contemplating the nativity scene that is in every 

home. In it, one can see how God comes to this 

world in the shape of a poor and defenceless baby, 

to teach people that only He is necessary to be 

happy. 
 

‘Let's get this into our heads. Our own reassurances 

will not save us. The only reassurance that really 

saves is hope in God, that which saves, that is 

strong and it makes us walk in life with joy, with 

desire to do good, to be happy for all of eternity’, 

points out Pope Francis. 
 

Full text at www.melbournecatholic.org.au 

A  blessed  Chris tmas and 
Prosperous N ew Year  

http://www.catholic.org

