
 

 

PLEASE PRAY FOR THE FOLLOWING AND THEIR FAMILIES    
 

ACCLAMATION  
 

Alleluia, alleluia!  
In the past God spoke to our ancestors through the 

prophets; now he speaks to us through his Son.  
Alleluia! 

Next Week’s Readings     
 

 

1st Reading:  Isaiah 60:1-6 
 

2nd Reading :  Ephesians 3:2-3, 5-6 
 

Gospel :  Matthew 2:1-12 

RESPONSE  
 

May God bless us 
in his mercy. 

 

“MARY, THE MOTHER OF GOD” 
The celebration of Mary as Mother of God has very ancient roots. Mary was 
venerated in the East from the early third Christian century as theotokos, a Greek 
term that means God-Bearer. The title Mother of God is a loose equivalent of the 
more ancient designation, theotokos. It affirms the Christological affirmations of 
Chalcedon and reminds us of the fullness of the humanity and the divinity of 
Jesus. It also reminds us of the extraordinary role of Miriam of Nazareth in the 
mystery of the incarnation.  
 

Today’s liturgy shifts the focus ever so slightly to Mary, through whose “yes” the 
mystery of the incarnation is realized.  

 

The all-knowing narrator tells us that Mary treasured or carefully preserved all 
these happenings and pondered them in her heart. A little later, we hear the story 
of the twelve year old Jesus going up to Jerusalem with his parents for Passover 
and staying behind in the temple, teaching the teachers. Mary and Joseph listen to 
his explanation about remaining “in his Father’s house” or “being about his 

Father’s business” though they fail to understand. The narrator tells us that “his mother treasured all these things 
in her heart.” While a different Greek verb is used for “treasured” in this passage, the meaning is the same as in 
today’s gospel passage. Mary has to struggle to comprehend the ways of God in her life. She is presented as a 
grace-filled woman forever pondering the mysterious ways of God. We too are called to treasure “all these 
things” in our hearts and trust that their power will transform our lives even if we do not always understand.   
Written by Sr. Veronica Lawson rsm.  Full text is available at www.catholicearthcare.org.au 

Mary the Holy Mother o f  God  
New Year’s  Day     

01 January 2017                                                  Year A 

ANNIVERSARIES:   Hendrika Herwynen, Vera King, Maria Camera, Peter Sarteschi, Carolyn McLelland,  
Vin Travaglia, Francis John Scudds, May Frost, Maryan Bjelogravic, Herbert Fitch,  
Giacomo Gobeo, Audrey Guillerme, John Gabriel, Michael Joseph Bryne 

SICK :    Mary Edmonds, Brian Taggert, Pauline Muscat, Marta Kristan, Kala Lindsay, Geoff Bell, Stan Piergrosse,  
Peter Himing, Michael Kent, Dorothy Reilly  

THANKSGIVING 
 

*  CHURCH : $ 2,179                                                         * PRIEST: $ 2,069 

                                                                           (RETIRED PRIESTS & ARCHDIOCESE) 

 

Th ank  you  al l  fo r  yo ur  co nt inued  suppo rt !  

 

Feast of the Week 
STS BASIL THE GREAT & 
GREOGORY NAZIANZEN 

2 JANUARY 

As a bishop, Basil the 
Great fed the poor, 
addressed the destitute and 
the marginalized, and 
created a hospital for the 
sick; he was “truly one of 
the Fathers of the 
Church’s social doctrine”  
(Pope Benedict XVI).  

 

Gregory Nazianzen, a lover of solitude and 
philosophical contemplation, delivered majestic 
oration on the Trinity that earned him the title 
“The Theologian.” Both men developed and 
solidified the Trinitarian formulations of the 
Church in the face of Arian heresy. The 
Church’s theological reflection on the Trinity is 
unthinkable without their contribution. Basil 
died in 379 A.D. and Gregory in 390 A.D. 

POPE FRANCIS’ PRAYER 

ON THE FEAST OF MARY 

THE MOTHER OF GOD 

As we celebrate Mary this Jan. 
1, we can pray with Pope 
Francis, who ended his recent 
exhortation, Evangelii Gaudium
(The Joy of the Gospel), with 
the following prayer:  

 

“Mary, Virgin and Mother, you 
who moved by the Holy Spirit, 
welcomed the Word of Life in 
the depths of your humble Faith;  
 

As you gave yourself 
completely to the Eternal One, help us to say our own "Yes" to 
the urgent call, as pressing as ever, to proclaim the Good News 
of Jesus.  
 

Filled with Christ’s presence, you brought joy to John the 
Baptist, making him exult in the womb of his mother. 
Brimming over with joy, you sang of the great things done by 
God. Standing at the foot of the cross with unyielding Faith, 
you received the joyful comfort of the Resurrection and joined 
the disciples in awaiting the Spirit, so that the evangelizing 
Church might be born.  
 

Obtain for us now a new ardour born of the Resurrection that 
we may bring to all the Gospel of life, which triumphs over 
death. Give us a holy courage to seek new paths, that the gift 
of unfading beauty may reach every man and woman.  
 

Virgin of listening and contemplation, Mother of love, Bride 
of the eternal wedding feast, pray for the Church, whose pure 
icon you are, that she may never be closed in on herself or lose 
her passion for establishing God’s Kingdom.  
 

Star of the New Evangelization, help us to bear radiant witness 
to communion, service, ardent and generous Faith, Justice and 
love of the poor, that the joy of the Gospel may reach to the 
ends of the earth, illuminating even the fringes of our world.  
 

Mother of the living Gospel, wellspring of happiness for 
God’s little ones, pray for us. Amen. 

7 UPS FOR THE NEW YEAR  
(Adapted from Rev. Walter Schoedel) 

 

1) WAKE UP--Begin the day thanking the Lord. It is His 
day. Rejoice in it. 
2) LOOK UP--Open your eyes to the Lord Jesus. Ask for 
his strength and blessings for the day through the anointing 
of his Holy Spirit. After all, he is your only Savior. 
3) DRESS UP--Put on a smile. It improves your looks. It says something 
about your attitude. It enables Jesus living within you smile at others. 
4) SHUT UP--Watch your tongue. Don't gossip. Don’t be judgmental. Say 
nice things. Learn to listen to others with love. Be sympathetic.  
5) STAND UP--Take a stand for what you believe. Resist evil. Do good. Have 
the courage of your Christian convictions by practicing what you believe. 
6) REACH UP--Spend time in prayer by talking to God with your adorations, 
confessions, thanksgivings and supplications to the Lord, by listening to Him 
in attentively reading the Bible and by applying its message to your life. 
7) LIFT UP--Be available to help those in need--serving, supporting, and 
sharing. Try to find Jesus in others and serve him who lives in others. 

 

Ma y  w e  a l l  ha v e  a  s a f e  a nd  p r o s p er o us  New  Y ea r!  

Prayer for the New Year 
Heavenly Father, we thank You 
for the year that has passed and 

the many blessings you have 
showered us in time. 

We beg your pardon in our many 
failings and trespasses and we 
pray that the coming year be a 

more fruitful one. 
We earnestly pray for the gift of 
the Holy Spirit and we call upon 

our Lord Jesus Christ for His 
intercessions.  His guidance and 

His light to shine our path. 
 

 
Full prayer @ christianstt.com 

 You may want to improve your relationship 
with God…… 

 Or you might want to overcome negative 
patterns you see in your life which are 
destroying you and your relationships, and 
you want a better quality life …… 

 Or, maybe you want to be sure that you will 
go to heaven when you die…. 

 

The wonderful thing is, YOU CAN!   
Here’s how… 

 

The Bible teaches that God hungers to share 
His love with you.   
 

In the Garden of Eden, God walked and talked 
with Adam and Eve in the cool of the day.  That 
is what God wants to do with each of us, also.  
He yearns to be able to share His love with us 
and have us share our hearts with Him on a 
daily basis.  As our Creator and Sustainer, He 
knows what we need even more than we do, 
and He answers our questions even before we 
ask. 
 

God’s heart was broken when sin entered into 
Adam and Eve’s lives and stole away that 
relationship He had with them. 
 

So God sent His Son, Jesus of Nazareth, in the 
form of a man to remove the sin which 
separated mankind’s heart from the heart of 
God. 
 

Read full text at http://www.bornofthespirit.today/ 

How Can I Get Closer toHow Can I Get Closer toHow Can I Get Closer to    

   GODGODGOD???   

 
THANK YOU, OUR ADVERTISERS 

This year we have a multi-coloured Newsletter 
with the help of our sponsors.  We appreciate 
your generosity and we pray for a flourishing 
business in the New Year. Every parishioner is 

requested to patronise  these businesses.   

http://www.bornofthespirit.today/

