
 

 

PLEASE PRAY FOR THE FOLLOWING AND THEIR FAMILIES    

ACCLAMATION  
 

Alleluia, alleluia!  
We have seen his star in the East; and have  

come to adore the Lord. 
Alleluia! 

Next Week’s Readings     
 

 

1st Reading:  Isaiah 49:3,5-6 
 

2nd Reading :  Corinthians 1:1-3 
 

Gospel :  John 1:29-34 

RESPONSE  
 

Lord, every 
nation on earth 
will adore you. 

THE INVITATION OF THE EPIPHANY 
God’s presence is revealed to us in many different ways: we can 
read the “book” of God’s creation; we can search out the meaning 
of our dreams; we can learn from our own and others’ experience; 
and we can be attentive to the wisdom of our sacred scriptures. A 
deep awareness of our place in the Earth community and our 
kinship with the other-than-human teaches us respect for all 
creation and respect for its power to lead us beyond ourselves.  
 

Epiphany presents us with the wise ones or astrologers “from the 
East” who are led beyond themselves and their immediate location 
by the rising of a star. They form their own preliminary hypothesis 
and travel west to search out the meaning of this sign. They follow 
the star that leads them to the home of Mary and Joseph in 
Bethlehem, where they find the new born child, the incarnate 
Wisdom of God. The gospel does not stipulate how many wise 
ones or magi come to pay homage to the child who has already 

been named as Emmanuel, God-with-us, with the entire Earth community. There is no indication in the story as 
to whether the wise ones are men or women or both. Nor are we told their number. The three earth gifts of gold, 
frankincense and myrrh have been traditionally associated with three different characters, usually kings of 
diverse nationality and colour. These strangers are the first to recognise “God-with-us” in the person of Jesus of 
Nazareth. Written by Sister Veronica Lawson, rsm.  Full text at www.catholicreligiousaustralia.org 

The Epiphany o f  the Lord  
 

08 January 2017                                                Year A 

ANNIVERSARIES:   Josef Rezk, Frank Jeary, Anne Pearson, John Simons, Antoni Szewezeski, Katharina Paffenholz, 
Tony Van Maahenberg 

SICK :    Mary Edmonds, Brian Taggert, Pauline Muscat, Marta Kristan, Kala Lindsay, Geoff Bell, Stan Piergrosse,  
Peter Himing, Michael Kent, Dorothy Reilly  

 

Healing Mass  
Please come to experience the  

Divine Healing Adoration with  
 

REV. DR. AUGUSTINE VALLOORAN, VC 
 TUESDAY, 24 JANUARY 2017 AT 7:30PM 

  OUR LADY OF LOURDES CHURCH 

The Baptism of the Lord (9 January) 
‘THIS IS MY SON, THE BELOVED.’  Just before he confronts the tempter in the desert, 

Jesus is baptized in the Jordan.  He is revealed as the beloved Son of God.  His 

baptism marks the beginning of his public ministry, of the time when the role of John 

the Baptist will decrease and Jesus’ proclamation of the kingdom of God, by word and 

deed, will increase. 
 

Here is my servant, my chosen one in whom I am well pleased. - Is 42:1-4, 6-7 
 

God anointed him with the Holy Spirit and with power. - Acts 10:34-38 

POPE SAYS:  
NEW YEAR CALLS FOR 

COURAGE, HOPE;  
NO MORE HATRED, 

SELFISHNESS,   
 

Whether the new year will be 
good or not depends on us 
choosing to do good each 
day, Pope Francis said. ‘That is how one builds peace, 
saying 'no' to hatred and violence — with action — and 
'yes' to fraternity and reconciliation,’ he said Jan. 1, 
which the church marks as the feast of Mary, Mother of 
God and as World Peace Day.   
Speaking to the some 50,000 pilgrims gathered in St 
Peter's Square for the first noon Angelus of 2017, the 
pope referred to his peace day message in which he 
asked people to adopt the ‘style’ of nonviolence for 
building a politics for peace. Lamenting the brutal act of 
terrorism that struck during a night of ‘well-wishes and 
hope’ in Istanbul, the pope offered his prayers for the 
entire nation of Turkey as well as those hurt and killed. 
A gunman opened fire during a New Year's Eve 
celebration at a popular nightclub early 1 January, 
killing at least 39 people and wounding at least 70 more. 
Full text at melbournecatholic.org.au 

THANKSGIVING 
   *  CHURCH : $ 2,182.75                * PRIEST: $ 1,216.00                                                                

                                                             (RETIRED PRIESTS & ARCHDIOCESE) 

ALTAR SERVER ROSTER FOR JANUARY 2017 IS NOW 
AVAILABLE IN THE NARTHEX 

THE HOLY SEE SEEKS 
‘POSITIVE SIGNALS’ 

FROM BEIJING 
In a statement on China 
released by the Vatican on 20 
December, the Holy See 
sought to reassure Chinese 
Catholics that it understands 
their concerns because of 
recent events in the church’s 

life there. The Holy See declared that it is closely 
monitoring what is happening to the church in China 
and asked for ‘positive signals’ from Beijing that would 
help China’s Catholics ‘have trust’ in the Sino-Vatican dialogue. 
 

In recent weeks, Catholics in China have been perplexed 
by the silence of the Holy See after an illegitimate (that 
is, ordained without papal approval) and 
excommunicated bishop, Paul Lei Shiyin, attended and 
concelebrated Mass at two of the three recent episcopal 
ordinations in China.   
 

They know that Beijing wants the Holy See to recognise 
him and seven other illicitly ordained bishops as part of 
a landmark accord between the two sides, but such 
actions throw up obstacles to that possibility.  Full text 
at www.melbournecatholic.org.au 

EGYPT’S 
CHRISTIANS HOVER 
BETWEEN FEAR AND 

TRUST IN GOD 
Coptic Catholic Bishop 
Kyrillos William 
believes that the most 
recent attack on the 

Coptic cathedral in Cairo last 11 December 2016 has 
stoked fears of further Islamist attacks in Egypt. 
However, in an interview with the Catholic charity 
Aid to the Church in Need (ACN), the bishop of 
Assiut said that, at the same time, a “deep trust in 
God” can be felt among the country’s Christians.  
“The latest episode of brutal terrorist attacks on 
believers in Cairo has called forth deep sorrow 
among Christians. We are very upset. The Coptic 
church received the 26th martyr of the latest attack, a 
ten-year-old girl who had died of her injuries. 
However, at the same time, we are seeing a deep trust 
in God and great strength. The same can be said as in 
earlier cases: when terrorist attacks are carried out to 
keep people from going to divine services, more than 
usual attend.”  Full text at www.melbournecatholic.org.au 

Golden Jubilee of Our Lady of Lourdes Parish Bayswater 
20 January 2017 - 20 January 2018 

It’s a great reason for us to rejoice and celebrate this year the Golden Jubilee of our beloved parish.  It was 
established as a parish on 20 January 1968 by Archbishop Knox.  To mark the beginning of the Jubilee Year, a 
Thanksgiving Mass will be offered on 15 January 2017 at 10:00am.  This Jubilee Year will conclude next year, 
20 January 2018 with a big celebration on a convenient day.  Let us pray to our Mother to continue to help us. 

Goodbye and Thank You, Joan  
 

The OLOL Parish and School  
families are saddened by the 
demise of Joan Heenan.  She was 
a long time parishioner and served 
the school for 40 years and was 
the Deputy Principal of the 
school. 

CATHOLIC CHURCH 'WEEPING IN PAIN' 
OVER PAEDOPHILE PRIESTS  

 

The Catholic Church is "crying" and seeks 
forgiveness for the pain felt by children abused by 
priests but also "the shameful sin" committed against 
them, Pope Francis told bishops in a letter made 
public on Monday. 
 

"The Church is crying not just at the pain caused by 
its smallest sons and daughters but also because it 
knows the sin committed by some of its members," 
Francis said in the letter to mark Innocents' Day, 
celebrated on December 28. Full text at www.ucanindia.in 

RECENTLY DECEASED:   Our deepest condolences and prayers to the Kent family at the passing away of  
Michael and to the Heenan family  at the passing away of Joan. 

Congratulations to June Davies for winning 
the raffle for the Christmas Hamper. 

 

A  big thank you to all who supported  

the raffle. 


