
 

 

PLEASE PRAY FOR THE FOLLOWING AND THEIR FAMILIES    

ACCLAMATION  
 

Alleluia, alleluia!  
The Word of God became flesh and dwelt among 

us.  He enabled those who accepted him to become 
the children of God. Alleluia! 

Next Week’s Readings     

1st Reading:  Isaiah 8:23-9:3 
 

2nd Reading :  Corinthians 1:10-13,17 
 

Gospel :  Matthew 4:12-23 

RESPONSE  
 

Here I am, Lord;  
I come to do your 

will. 

STRENGTH IN VULNERABILITY 
To provide a reference for someone is a serious responsibility as well as a privilege 
because, more often than not, a good deal depends on the testimony one provides. 
John the Baptist took it upon himself to be a referee for Jesus. His testimony 
reverberates across the centuries, offering an introduction to Jesus, year in year out, 
for those who seek to understand this Jewish prophet and teacher who was and is 
more than a prophet or teacher. 
 

John wants his disciples to understand that the whole purpose of his water baptism is 
that Jesus “might be revealed” to God’s people. He wants them to know that Jesus is 
“of God”. He is the “lamb of God”, the “chosen one of God”. He is the one on whom 
God’s Spirit descends and remains. Jesus comes before the Baptist and so ranks before him. 
 

There is never a simple explanation when it comes to John’s gospel, but it seems to 
me that the symbol of strength in vulnerability has potential for understanding the characterization of Jesus in 
this gospel. The Lamb of God of John 1:29 “takes away” the sinful condition of the world. Twenty-one 
centuries down the track there is still violence and hunger and exploitation on a massive scale. The work of the 
one strong enough to risk vulnerability so that others may have life, the work of God’s Lamb, is never done. 
Witness to that is part of the gift that Pope Francis is offering to the world: despite opposition, even among 
those closest to him, he never wavers in his response to the distress of God’s people, of God’s Earth. 
Excerpt from Sister Veronica Lawson, rsm gospel reflection at www.catholicreligiousaustralia.org 

 

Second Sunday in Ordinary Time  
 

15 January 2017                                                Year A 

ANNIVERSARIES:   Robyn Dyball, Steven Treyvaud, Brian Dwyer, Reg Edwards, Veronica Cripps, Maria Palone,  
Shui Peter Lam, 

SICK :    Mary Edmonds, Brian Taggert, Pauline Muscat, Marta Kristan, Kala Lindsay, Geoff Bell, Stan Piergrosse,  
Peter Himing, Dorothy Reilly  

Induction of Extraordinary Ministers of Holy 
Communion will be on next Sunday  at 

10:00 am Mass.  If you would like to be 
one, please give your name to Margaret 

Ratcliffe or Fr. Sebastian. 

SHE TURNS FIFTY: "HERSTORY" OF OUR LADY OF LOURDES PARISH, BAYSWATER 

During the first half of the twentieth century, St. John the Baptist's Church 
Ferntree Gully served the greater Catholic community throughout the hills 
district, including Bayswater. Later, Mass was celebrated in either private homes 
or in the Bayswater Community Hall according to the availability of priests from 
Ferntree Gully or Croydon monastery. 
 

By late 1946 or early 1947, the community acquired an old, wooden, seamen’s mission hut which they 
transported to land donated by the Read family on Mountain Highway. In 1949, Our Lady of Lourdes Church 
was built on this site (where Woolworth stands today); and it was officially opened and blessed by Archbishop 
Mannix on the 8th of January 1950. Later much of the land on Mountain Highway was sold to establish a 
Primary School in Boronia, and what remained was a small tract of land occupied by the little church. 
 

As the population increased in Bayswater, a Primary School became a felt need and the present land at Orange 
Grove was bought. By February 1965 a church-school was officially opened and blessed by Archbishop 
Simmonds on the 11th of July, 1965 dedicated to Our Lady of Lourdes. It was still under Boronia parish. 
 

In 1967 there was a significant push from the community itself to have its own separate identity – to become the 
Parish of Bayswater, instead of being part of the Boronia Parish. A small determined delegation of men from 
Our Lady of Lourdes was sent to Archbishop Knox to accomplish it. As a result, in November 1967, the 
Archbishop gave his approval to form a separate parish at Bayswater and on January 20th 1968 the Parish of 
Our Lady of Lourdes Bayswater was officially established. 
 

And today we are at the door of the Golden Jubilee of our Parish. We enjoy the fruit of the hard work of many. 
Some of them have gone to their eternal reward and some of them are still with us. Let us gratefully remember 
and pray for all those who have shed their sweat and blood and spent their treasure for this parish. May God bless them all.                                                               
 

Condensed from: Our Labour Our Love by Trish Adrichem 

THANKSGIVING 
* CHURCH : $1,283.21      *  PRIEST: $ 655.00                                                                  

                                                                (RETIRED PRIESTS & ARCHDIOCESE) 

HUGE 

CATHOLIC 

PROCESSION 

UNDERWAY 

IN THE 

PHILIPPINES 
 

The annual 
festival of the 
Black 

Nazarene last Monday, 9 January in the Philippines, 
has drawn more than a million people.  Masses of 
barefooted devotees have gathered in Manila on that 
day in a bid to touch a centuries-old icon of Jesus 
Christ, a frenzied annual event that is one of the 
world’s biggest displays of Catholic devotion. 
 

The life-sized statue is believed by many in Asia’s 
bastion of Catholicism to have miraculous powers.   
 

The statue is called the Black Nazarene, given its 
name because of its charred color that is believed to 
have occurred when it survived a fire aboard a ship 
when being brought to the Philippines from Mexico 
in the early 1600s. 
 

This year’s event is being held under the threat of 
Islamic militant attacks, with authorities reporting 
more than 5,700 police deployed to provide security. 
 

Full text at www.melbournecatholic.org.au; Image by Stephie Cruz. 

POPE: JESUS AMAZED BECAUSE HE 
WAS HUMBLE, HELPFUL, NOT A 

HYPOCRITE 
Jesus astonished people with the way he 
taught and interacted with others because 
he wasn't aloof, domineering or 
hypocritical, Pope Francis said in a homily. 

 

‘Jesus wasn't allergic to people. Touching lepers, the 
sick did not disgust him,’ whereas the Pharisees — who 
strolled around in fine clothes — looked down on the 
people and considered them ignorant. ‘They were 
removed from the people, they weren't close,’ he said at 
the Mass on 10 January in the chapel of his residence.  
‘Jesus was very close to the people and this gave him 
authority.’ 
 

The pope's homily centred on the day's Gospel reading 
(Mk 1:21-28) in which people gathered at the synagogue 
in Capernaum ‘were astonished’ at Jesus' teaching 
because he displayed an authority that differed so 
greatly from that of the scribes. 
 

Full text at www.melbournecatholic.org.au;  

PAKISTANI 

MUSLIMS PROTECT 

CHRISTIANS OVER 

BLASPHEMY  
 

A group of Muslim and 

Christian community 

leaders have formed an 

interreligious peace committee to thwart violence after 

torn pages of the Quran were found on a street in 

Lahore.  The 20-member committee, half of whom are 

Christians, was formed in Kamahan village where a 

Christian pastor Babu Shahbaz was arrested on Dec. 28 

for alleged blasphemy.  Locals claim the Quran pages 

found in the Pakistani city bore the name of Shahbaz 

whose family is now living in hiding.  "We called his 

family for questioning when three pages were found the 

first day and they agreed to meet us and answer all our 

questions [the Christians denied that pages belonged to 

them]. But then more pages were found in the street. 

How can a culprit leave such clear evidence twice?" 

Asif Ali Babar, a committee member, told 

ucanews.com.  "Some people tried to use the local 

mosque's loudspeaker to announce the burning of 

Christian houses but they were stopped. We have been 

living with Christians like a family and will not allow 
this. Only the one responsible should be punished," he said. 
Full text at www.ucanindia.in 

MOTHERS PRAYERS   
Monday 16th January, 7.00pm  

in the Adoration Chapel   

This is a coming together in prayer for all 

mothers and ladies of the parish.  Anyone who would 

like to join  would be most welcome. 

Feasts of the Week 

17 January - St. Anthony, abbot 

20 January - St. Fabian  

                     St. Sebastian 

21 January - St. Agnes 

SACRAMENTAL 

PROGRAM 2017 
 

Registration is now 
open for children in 
non-Catholic school for Sacraments of 
Reconciliation, Holy Communion and 
Confirmation.   
 

Please remember, only one sacrament will be 
administered for a child in a given year.  So 
make use of this opportunity. 
 Year 3 & up - Reconciliation 
 Year 4 & up - Communion 
 Year 6 & up - Confirmation 
 

Classes for First Holy Communion will 
commence on 11 February 2017.  
 

For details, please contact the Parish Office. 


