
 

 

PLEASE PRAY FOR THE FOLLOWING AND THEIR FAMILIES    
 

ACCLAMATION  
 

Alleluia, alleluia!  
Rejoice and be glad:  

your reward will be great in heaven. 
Alleluia! 

Next Week’s Readings     

1st Reading:  Isaiah 58:7-10 

2nd Reading :  Corinthians 2:1-5 
 

Gospel :  Matthew 5:13-16 

RESPONSE  
Happy the poor in 
spirit; the kingdom 
of heaven is theirs! 

THE BEATITUDES 
 

The Sermon on the Mount opens with the beatitudes—eight statements 

beginning with the word blessed. 
 

This word affirms a state of blessing that already exists. Each beatitude 

declares that a group of people usually regarded as afflicted is actually blessed. 

Those blessed do not have to do anything to attain this blessing. Jesus simply 

declares that they have already been blessed. Thus the beatitudes are first of all 

declarations of God’s grace. They are not conditions of salvation or roadmaps 

to earn entry to God’s kingdom. 
 

Those who belong to each blessed group experience God’s grace because the 

kingdom of heaven has come near. Consider the second beatitude, “Blessed are 

those who mourn” (Matt. 5:4). People do not normally think of mourning as a blessing. It is a sorrow. But with 

the coming of the kingdom of heaven, mourning becomes a blessing because the mourners “will be comforted.” 

The implication is that God himself will do the comforting. The affliction of mourning becomes the blessing of 

profound relationship with God. That is a blessing indeed! 
 

Although the primary purpose of the beatitudes is to declare the blessings given by God’s kingdom, most 

scholars also regard them as painting a picture of the character of that kingdom. 
 

As we step into God’s kingdom, we hope to become more like those named as blessed—more meek, more 

merciful, more hungry for righteousness, more apt to make peace, and so on. This gives the beatitudes a moral 

imperative. Later, when Jesus says, “Make disciples of all nations” (Matt. 28:19), the beatitudes describe the 

character these disciples are meant to take on. 
Excerpts from the Bible commentary of  Theology of Work Projects, Inc at www.theologyofwork.org.  Image by Carl  Bloch 

 

Fourth Sunday in Ordinary Time  
 

29 January 2017                                                Year A 

ANNIVERSARIES:   Vincent Zvikevitch, Cita Brach, Jan Stawiarski, Jim Fuller, Theodorus Rikken, Regina Kampwerth, Peter Van 
Der Laak, Colin Jackson, Gudrun Fiesskalt, Mary Spicer, Tim Gustafson, Bernard Turner, Maude Leydon, 
Kevin Murphy, Faye Ilott 

SICK :    Mary Edmonds, Brian Taggert, Pauline Muscat, Marta Kristan, Kala Lindsay, Geoff Bell, Stan Piergrosse, Peter Himing, 
Dorothy Reilly  

PRAYER TO VICTIMS AND THEIR FAMILIES OF BOURKE STREET MALL TRAGEDY  
 

The Archdiocese of Melbourne offers the following 
prayer to the victims and those affected by the tragic 
events in Bourke Street Mall on Friday 20 January:  

TTTHANKSGIVINGHANKSGIVINGHANKSGIVING   
 

* CHURCH : $ 1,577.40     *  PRIEST: $ 1,065.00                                                                 
                                               (RETIRED PRIESTS & ARCHDIOCESE) 

Feasts of the Week 

31 January - St. John Bosco 

2 February - The Presentation of the Lord 

THANK YOU 
Fr. Augustine Vallooran, VC and his team 
For celebrating the Healing Mass.  We will 

pray for the success of your mission. 

USED POSTAGE STAMPS FOR PERU MISSION 
 

Mary Mackillop International Missions Fund 
helps poor children and women of Peru by giving 
them education opportunity and funded 
livelihood trainings.  For these, the Mackillop 
missions collect used postage stamps and sell 
them directly to stamp collectors and through 
auction in Sydney.  Last year, they were able to 
raised $62,000 and we are one of their biggest 
supporters.  We were able to send them almost 8 
kilos of used stamps.   
 

The need for used postage stamp is on-going.  So, 
please send us as many stamps as you can.  We 
also need volunteers who can help us cut and 
organise the stamps that we collect.  Feel free to 
coordinate with the Parish office.  Thank you! 

POPE FRANCIS 

SENDS GOOD 

WISHES TO US 

PRESIDENT 

DONALD TRUMP 

Pope Francis has sent 
his good wishes to 

United States President Donald Trump, who was 
inaugurated in a ceremony at the US Capitol Building 
on Friday, 20th January 2017. 

“At a time when our human family is beset by grave 
humanitarian crises demanding far-sighted and united 
political responses, I pray that your decisions will be 
guided by the rich spiritual and ethical values that have 
shaped the history of the American people and your 
nation’s commitment to the advancement of human 
dignity and freedom worldwide,” – the Message reads 
– “Under your leadership, may America’s stature 
continue to be measured above all by its concern for 
the poor, the outcast and those in need who, like 
Lazarus, stand before our door.” 
The full text of Pope Francis’ Message to US President 
Donald Trump is available at www.news.va  

OUR BIG THANKS AND APPRECIATION  

TO FRANKLIN FRANCIS & SHIBU JOSEPH OF  

CATCH ME STORE BAYSWATER  

FOR DONATING THE BEAUTIFUL IMAGE OF 

THE LAST SUPPER CARVED ON TEAKWOOD. 

RECENTLY DECEASED: Let us pray for the eternal repose of the soul of Elizabeth Treacy and Sandra Ashwell who died  
recently and offer our thoughts and prayers to the bereaved family. 

SACRAMENTAL PROGRAM 2017 

Registration of children in non-Catholic schools 
for Sacraments of Reconciliation, Holy 
Communion and Confirmation is coming to an 
end.  If you have not yet registered your child, 
please do it immediately.    

Classes for First Holy Communion will 
commence on 11 February 2017.  

For details, please contact the Parish Office. 

Men’s Group 

Monday, 30 January 2017 at 
7:30pm in the Narthex. 

 

This is your CH URC H CH URC H   

HELP KEEP IT CLEAN! 
 

Please help us maintain the cleanliness 
of our Church and its surroundings. 

 All song book must be returned to Narthex after use. 
 Newsletter: take home or return to the rack. 
 All rubbish (tissue paper, candy wrapper, etc.) must 

be put in the rubbish bin in the Narthex. 
Lord, we pray for those who have been devastated by 
   recent tragedies.   
We remember those who have lost their lives so suddenly.   
We hold in our hearts the families forever changed by     
   grief and loss.   
Bring them consolation and comfort.   
Surround them with our prayers for strength.   
Bless those who have survived and heal their memories  
    of trauma and devastation.   
May they have the courage to face the days ahead.   
Help us to respond with generosity in prayer, in  
    assistance and in comfort to the best of our abilities.   
Keep our hearts focused on the needs of all the  
   community. We ask this in Jesus’ name.  Amen.  
 

(*Prayer: courtesy of the Association of the Miraculous Medal) 

VIETNAMESE 

CATHOLICS, 

PROTESTANTS 

REJECT PAST 

ANIMOSITY 
Catholic and Protestant 
leaders in Vietnam called 
on Christians to restore 
harmony and worship God together at an ecumenical 
encounter on the 500th anniversary of the 
Reformation. 
 

"Catholics and Protestants should be reconciled with 
one another so that we can become God's envoys and 
bring God to other people," Pastor Duong Quang 
Vinh, head of Vietnam Agape Church, said at a 
prayer gathering hosted by Ho Chi Minh City 
Archdiocese' Pastoral Commission for Interfaith 
Dialogue on Jan. 21. 
 

Cardinal John Baptist Pham Minh Man, retired Ho 
Chi Minh City archbishop and Auxiliary Bishop 
Joseph Do Manh Hung of the same archdiocese were 
present at the event attended by members of six 
denominations. 
 

Vinh said conflict comes from sin and pressed people 
to restore harmony with God and one another. 
 

"I am surprised that the Catholic Church is hosting 
this prayer gathering to commemorate the 500th 
anniversary of the Reformation. I appreciate your 
goodwill," he said.  Full text at www.ucanindia.in 


