
 

 

PLEASE PRAY FOR THE FOLLOWING AND THEIR FAMILIES    

ACCLAMATION  
 

Alleluia, alleluia!  
Blessed are you, Father, Lord of heaven and earth;  

you have revealed to little ones the mysteries  
of the kingdom.  Alleluia! 

Next Week’s Readings 
 

1st Reading:  Leviticus  19: 1-2 , 17-18  
2nd Reading :  Corinthians 3:16-23 

Gospel :  Matthew 5:38-48 

RESPONSE  
 

Happy are they who 
follow the law of the 

Lord!  

UNDERSTANDING THE RIGHTEOUSNESS OF JESUS 
 

We sometimes forget that Jesus was a faithful Jew who observed the 
Law handed down within Israel from generation to generation. Today’s 
gospel brings us the continuation of Matthew’s Sermon on the Mount in 
which Jesus, the faithful Jewish teacher, addresses his Jewish disciples 
and the Jewish crowds gathered to hear his words.  
 

The mission of Jesus (“I have come to…”) is to fulfill the law, not to do 
away with it, and fulfilling the law is a question of “righteousness”. The 
Greek term for righteousness, dikaiosunē, translates both the Hebrew 
sedeqah meaning “right relationship” and mishpat meaning “justice”. 
The righteousness of the official teachers of the Law, the scribes and 
Pharisees, their manner of relating to others and their notions of justice, are judged to be quite inadequate for 
those who are part of God’s reign, “the kingdom of heaven” in Matthew’s terminology. The righteousness of 
Jesus’ followers is to “exceed” such minimalist interpretations and expressions of the Law. 
 

Jesus, authentic teacher and interpreter of the Law, offers six examples of the righteousness that “fulfils” the 
Law. Four of these examples are included in today’s reading. What was heard “of old” is contrasted with what 
Jesus wants to say to them. In the first instance, they all know that the Law forbids murder. They may not have 
considered the connection between unrestrained anger or murderous thoughts and murder itself. In a series of 
cascading sentences, Jesus presents a charter for reconciliation and forgiveness. He reminds his audience that 
true worship demands a forgiving heart expressed in action. He includes a fairly pragmatic reason for settling 
out of court: you may actually find yourself in prison. There may be an implicit criticism here of the 
increasingly punitive legal system of the time. 
Excerpts from the Gospel reflection written by Sr. Veronica Dawson, rsm.  Full text at www.catholicrelegiosaustralia.org.  Image by Big Catholics 
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POPE SAYS: GOD LOVES ALL HIS 
CHILDREN, EVEN THE ’HOMELY,’   

 

The Book of Genesis makes clear that God 
gave human beings three great gifts: their 
identity as children of God, their role as 
protectors and custodians of creation and 
the call to love, Pope Francis said on 7 

February during his early morning Mass in the chapel of 
the Domus Sanctae Marthae.    The love and tenderness 
of God are seen in the fact that ‘he gave humanity 
everything’.  
 

‘First of all, he gave us his DNA’. Fashioning human 
beings in his image and likeness, God made each person 
his son or daughter.   

The second great gift is the Earth, but it is given to human 
beings with a task that highlights their ‘regal’ identity as 
children of God, the pope said. Rather than being slaves 
of the earth, they are ‘lords’ of it, charged with having 
dominion over the earth and subduing it.   
 

The third great gift was creating human beings male and 
female, giving them the ability to love and be loved, the 
pope said, adding that he imagined the first interaction 
between Adam and Eve was a ‘dialogue of love.’   
Full text at www.melbournecatholic.org.au 
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                                                      (RETIRED PRIESTS & ARCHDIOCESE) 

Come along for a great social evening! 
Parish  Dinner   

Sunday, 26 February, 6pm in the Narthex 
Tickets @ $22 now available from the Pious Goods Stall. 

Feast of  Our Lady of Lourdes this weekend 
 Thanksgiving Mass at 10:00am 
   Procession around the church after the Mass            Procession around the church after the Mass            Procession around the church after the Mass            

(if  weather permitted)(if  weather permitted)(if  weather permitted)   

  Simple gathering wi ll fo llow in the Narthex.                        

A ll ar e welcome to bring food to shar e.  
 

Prayer to  Our Lady of Lourdes  
 

Oh ever immaculate Virgin, Mother of Mercy, Health of the Sick, Refuge of Sinners, 

Comfortess of the Afflicted, you know my wants, my troubles, my sufferings. Look 

upon me with mercy. When you appeared in the grotto of Lourdes, you made it a 

privileged sanctuary where you dispense your favours, and where many sufferers 

have obtained the cure of their infirmities, both spiritual and corporal. I come, 

therefore, with unbounded confidence to implore your maternal intercession. My 

loving Mother, obtain my request. I will try to imitate your virtues so that I may one 

day share your company and bless you in eternity. Amen. 

VATICAN RELEASES 
UPDATED 

GUIDELINES FOR 
BIOETHICAL 
QUESTIONS 

 

To offer clearly and accurately the Catholic Church's 
positions on abortion, contraception, genetic 
engineering, fertility treatments, vaccines, frozen 
embryos and other life issues, the Vatican released 
an expanded and updated guide of the church's 
bioethical teachings. 
 

The ‘New Charter for Health Care Workers’ is 
meant to provide a thorough summary of the 
church's position on affirming the primary, absolute 
value of life in the health field and address questions 
arising from the many medical and scientific 
advancements made since the first charter was 
published in 1994, said Msgr Jean-Marie 
Mupendawatu. 
 

The charter ‘reaffirms the sanctity of life’ as a gift 
from God and calls on those working in health care 
to be ‘servants’ and ‘ministers of life’ who will love and 
accompany all human beings from conception to their 
natural death.  Full text at www.melbournecatholic.org.au 

BISHOPS LAUNCH LETTER 
CAMPAIGN URGING TRUMP TO 
PROTECT RELIGIOUS FREEDOM 

 

Saying ‘religious freedom in America 
has suffered years of unprecedented 

erosion,’ the US Catholic bishops have posted an 
online letter for Catholics to send to President 
Donald Trump urging him to sign an executive order 
promoting religious freedom.  The letter, found at 
www.votervoice.net/USCCB/Campaigns, says the 
president can ‘restore the federal government's 
respect for the religious freedom of individuals and 
organisations’ with an executive order that 
establishes a ‘government-wide initiative to respect 
religious freedom.’ Full text at www.melbournecatholic.org.au 

BREAKING OF THE BREAD 
By reason of the sign, it is required that 
the material for the Eucharistic 
Celebration truly have the appearance of 
food.  Therefore, it is desirable that the 
Eucharistic bread, even though 
unleavened and made in the traditional 
form, be fashioned in such a way that the 

priest at Mass with the people is truly able to break it into 
parts and distribute these to at least some of the faithful…  
The gesture of the fraction or breaking of bread, which 
was quite simply the term by which the Eucharist was 
known in apostolic times, will bring out more clearly the 
force and importance of the sign of the unity of all in the 
one bread….  GIRM 321 

INVITATION TO DESIGN OUR ALTAR! 
 

The Altar is very important to us 
because it is where we share the Holy 
Eucharist together.  So we like to share 
opinions in designing our new Altar.  All 
interested are invited  to submit a design 
for our Altar with the teakwood carving of Last 
Supper  in the centre.  Altar configurations are as 
follows: 

 Top of the Altar: 220 cm x 80 cm 
 Height: 100 cm 
 Last Supper:  103 x 60 cm 

You may email us your design at bayswater.org.au 
or give it to Fr. Sebastian after the Mass.   

PREPARATION AND RECEPTION OF SACRAMENTS 

 Reconciliation:  Preparation is 
scheduled 2nd half of this year and 
reception of this sacrament is 
November 2017 

 Holy Communion: Reception is on 18 
June 2017 for those children who received the 
Sacrament of Reconciliation in 2016.  Those who 
receive the Sacrament of Reconciliation this year will 
receive Holy Communion next year (2018). 

 Confirmation: Both preparation and reception of 
the Sacrament will be in the current year. 

CATECHISM 

Archbishop Denis Hart has asked all Priests and Deacons 
to join him in the renewal of  the Ministry of Catechises for 

young people who do not attend Catholic Schools.   

http://www.catholic.org/encyclopedia/view.php?id=10430
http://www.catholic.org/encyclopedia/view.php?id=12332
http://melbournecatholic.org.au/News/www.votervoice.net/USCCB/Campaigns
http://melbournecatholic.org.au/News/www.votervoice.net/USCCB/Campaigns

