
 

 

PLEASE PRAY FOR THE FOLLOWING AND THEIR FAMILIES    
 

ACCLAMATION  
 

Alleluia, alleluia!  
Whoever keeps the word of Christ,  
grows perfect in the love of God.   

 Alleluia! 

Next Week’s Readings 
 

1st Reading:  Isaiah 49:14-15  
2nd Reading :  Corinthians 4:1-5 

Gospel :  Matthew 6:24-34 

RESPONSE  
 

The Lord is kind and 
merciful. 

ON ANGER AND RETALIATION 
Today’s gospel is a continuation of Jesus’ teaching on the sort of righteousness, 
the right relationship and justice, to which his followers are called in their living 
of the Law. The law of Moses (Exod 21:24, Lev 24:20 and Deut 19:21) included a 
law of retaliation designed to make punishment for wrongdoing to persons or 
property proportionate to the offence. It was quite enlightened legislation at the 
time. In a series of striking images, Jesus invites his followers to go far beyond the 
strict application of the law and to embrace a new way of thinking about and 
acting towards those who injure them/us. 
 

Relinquishing your right to compensation is one thing. Giving more of your 
property to one who has stolen from you is quite another. Do we take this 
teaching literally or do we simply embrace the spirit of non-retaliation that seems 
to be at the heart of this teaching? A too-easy amnesty does not always bring 
justice. Last week’s gospel reminded us that there is to be no place for 
uncontrolled anger or murderous thoughts in our hearts. Both that teaching and this seem to be about taking 
responsibility for how we live. Harbouring anger can have disastrous consequences for oneself as well as for 
others. It tends to skew our capacity for right judgement. What happens to us may be beyond our control. What 
we do with what comes our way is for us to decide. Jesus makes it clear that we have choices in the face of life’s 
struggles. The disciple is called to choose the way of assuming personal responsibility and refusing the way of retaliation. 
 

Excerpts from the Gospel reflection written by Sr. Veronica Dawson, rsm.  Full text at www.catholicrelegiosaustralia.org.  Image by Pericope.org 

 

7th Sunday in Ordinary Time  
 

19 February 2017                                                Year A 

ANNIVERSARIES:   Michael Matthews, Nicola Piccioli, Francis Bennett, Joseph Hurley, Florence Wilson, Alex D’Sousa, 
Jacobus De Kort, Anthony Lee,Roy Carlson, Ada Maher, Terry Mc Clusky, Daniel Murphy. 

SICK :    Mary Edmonds, Brian Taggert, Pauline Muscat, Marta Kristan, Kala Lindsay, Geoff Bell, Stan Piergrosse,  
Peter Himing, Dorothy Reilly  

Parish  Dinner   
Sunday, 26 February, 6pm in the Narthex 

Tickets @ $22 now available from  
the Pious Goods Stall. 

 

"Last chance to get tickets, Don't miss out" 
Tickets must be booked and paid for  

by Sunday 19th Feb. 
 

We also need volunteers who will help in setting the  
dinner, arranging tables and chairs, etc.  Please 
register your name in the sign sheet available in 

the Narthex.  Thank you! 

POPE SAYS: WORLD NEEDS 
WOMEN, NOT FOR WHAT THEY 

DO, BUT WHO THEY ARE  
 

The exploitation of any person is a 
crime, but the exploitation of a 
woman ‘destroys harmony’ in the 
world, Pope Francis said. 

Commenting on the Genesis story of God creating 
Eve, Pope Francis told people at his early morning 
Mass on 9 February that the creation story emphasizes 
how the world needs the qualities women have. 
 

Men and women ‘are not the same, one is not superior 
to the other, no,’ the pope said. ‘It's just that men do 
not bring harmony. She is the one who brings that 
harmony that teaches us to caress, to love with 
tenderness and who makes the world something 
beautiful.’ 
 

But Adam still felt alone, so God decided to make a 
suitable companion for him. In the Genesis story, God 
casts a deep sleep on Adam, the pope noted, so it is 
reasonable to assume that before Adam saw Eve, he 
dreamed of her. ‘To understand a woman, it is 

necessary to dream of her first,’ the pope said. And 
when Adam awakes, he recognizes her immediately. 
After all the birds and animals were created, Adam 
sees Eve and says, ‘Ah, this time, yes!’ 
 

Too often when people speak about women they talk 
in terms of function, ‘'woman was made to do this' — 
No!’ the pope said. The woman herself is special and 
‘without her the world would not be the same.’ 
 

‘Often we hear people say, 'In this company, this 
institution, there must be a woman to do this or to do 
those things,'‘ he said. ‘It's true that women must do 
things and that she does things like all of us do,’ but 
her purpose does not lie in a task, but in the qualities 
she brings.  Full text at : www.melbournecatholic.org.au 

THANKSGIVING 
*  CHURCH : $ 1,717.15    *  PRIEST: $ 1,155.00              
                                                       (RETIRED PRIESTS & ARCHDIOCESE) 

Please do not forget  
to pick- up your 

 

THANKSGIVING ENVELOPES  
 

              from the Narthex table. 

ANNUAL GENERAL  MEETING 
 

11:00 AM Sunday, 05 March 2017 

In the Narthex 
 

All parishioners please come and participate! 

P R I E S T S  A N D  D E A C O N S  A R E 
‘ORDINARY’  MINISTERS OF HOLY 
COMMUNION.  LAY MINISTERS WHO 
ASSIST WITH COMMUNION ARE 

THEREFORE CALLED ‘EXTRA-ORDINARY’. 

THE PRIEST IS THE ONLY MINISTER OF THE 
EUCHARIST.  LAY PEOPLE WHO ASSIST WITH THE 
DISTRIBUTION OF HOLY COMMUNION ARE 
THEREFORE ALWAYS CALLED MINISTERS OF 
COMMUNION (NEVER EUCHARISTIC MINISTERS). 

Love  your enemies and 
Pray for those who persecute you 

 

Matthew 5:38  

F e a s t  of  O ur  La dy   of  L our d es ,  our  Pa t r on  S ai nt  
The feast of our patron saint, Our Lady of Lourdes started with a novena on 4 February and was concluded last 

Sunday, 12 February with a Thanksgiving Mass presided over by our Parish Priest, Fr. Sebastian 

Mappilaparambil and Fr. Michael Payyapilly as the co-celebrant.  Fr. Michael gave a beautiful homily recalling 

his wonderful experiences when he visited the site of the apparition of Our Mother to St. Bernadette in Lourdes, 

France.    After the Mass, all parishioners joined in the procession around the church and the novena to Our 

Lady of Lourdes was prayed in the grotto.  A simple gathering followed in the Narthex.  Fr. Sebastian thanks 

everyone who has helped in making the celebration a joyful one. 

 

 LOST:  A BUNDLE OF KEYS   
 

 FOUND: CAR KEY WITH OTHER KEYS 
 

 

   Please contact Fr. Sebastian  


