
 

 

ACCLAMATION  
 

Praise to you Lord Jesus Christ, king of endless glory! 

No one lives on bread alone, 

But on every word that comes from the mouth of God. 

Praise to you Lord Jesus Christ, king of endless glory! 

Next Week’s Readings 
 

1st Reading:  Genesis 12:1-4  
2nd Reading :  Timothy 1:8-10 

Gospel :  Matthew 17:1-9 

RESPONSE  
 

Be merciful,             

O Lord, for we 

have sinned.  

INTO THE WILDERNESS  

Lent calls us to reject the path of domination or greed or status so that, like Jesus, we may be truly “of God”. 

Lent comes around each year and presents us with its usual challenge to take stock of our lives, to see 

more clearly what is in our hearts, and to discover what might be calling us out of our comfort zones. It is 

a time for personal as well as group reflection, a time for entering into the “wilderness” and grappling 

with the mysteries of life, as well as a time of preparation for Easter. Today’s liturgy invites us to reflect 

on Jesus’ forty-day experience in the wilderness. Jesus is “filled with the Holy Spirit” and, like so many 

humans before and since, is “led by the Spirit” into the wilderness of life to be “tested” there. [“Tested” 

is a more accurate translation of the Greek than is “tempted”]. 

Forty is a significant number in Israel’s story: the great flood lasts forty days and forty nights; Moses spends forty days 
and forty nights on the mountain of God; Israel wanders for forty years in the wilderness; King David reigns for forty 
years; the prophet Elijah travels forty days and forty nights in the wilderness on his way to the mountain of God.  

The wilderness is ever so real and at the same time symbolic. In Israel’s story, it is the place of testing for God’s people: 
“Remember the long way that your God has led you these forty years in the wilderness… testing you to know what was in 
your heart” (Deut 8:2). In Matthew’s account, the “devil” is the “tester” or “tempter”, the instrument of God’s testing. In 
each instance, the test is expressed in terms of Jesus’ relationship to God: “If you are the son of God….” The Matthean 
Jesus passes the tests that the people of Israel have failed in the wilderness of Sinai. He refuses the way of special favour 
from God, the way of status or self-aggrandisement. He is prepared to suffer whatever it takes to bring healing and 
wholeness to a broken world. In other words, he chooses the way of God’s empire or the empire “of the heavens” rather 
than the brutality of the Roman Empire. Jesus demonstrates that he is indeed “of God” 

.Excerpts from the Gospel reflection written by Sr. Veronica Dawson, rsm.  Full text at www.catholicrelegiosaustralia.org.  Image by http://rpwlm.tripod.com 
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POPE’S TIP FOR BECOMING 

A SAINT: PRAY FOR 

SOMEONE WHO DOESN’T 

LIKE YOU 

A practical first step toward 
holiness — as well as for 
assuring peace in one's family 
and in the world — is to pray 
for a person who has caused 

offense or harm, Pope Francis said. ‘Are you merciful 
toward the people who have harmed you or don't like you? 
If God is merciful, if he is holy, if he is perfect, then we 
must be merciful, holy and perfect as he is. This is holiness. 
A man or woman who does this deserves to be canonized. 
‘We all have enemies. We all know that so-and-so speaks 

ill of us. We all know. And we all know that this person or 

that person hates us.’ When that happens, the pope said, ‘I 

suggest you take a minute, look at God (and say), 'This 

person is your son or your daughter, change his or her 

heart, bless him or her.' This is praying for those who don't 

like us, for our enemies. Perhaps the rancour will remain in 

us, but we are making an effort to follow the path of this 

God who is so good, merciful, holy, perfect, who makes the 

sun rise on the evil and the good.’ 

Forgiveness, the pope said, is the path toward holiness and 

toward peace. ‘If everyone in the world learned this, there 

would be no wars.’ 

Pray for someone who has harmed you, that he will change 

his life, that the Lord will forgive him. ‘This is the 

magnanimity of God, of God who has a big heart, who 

forgives all.’ ‘Prayer is an antidote for hatred, for wars, 

these wars that begin at home, in families,’ he said. 

 ‘‘Prayer is powerful. Prayer defeats evil. Prayer brings 

peace,’ the pope said. 

Full text at www.melbournecatholic.org.au 
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THANKSGIVING ENVELOPES  
 

  Please do not forget to pick- up your envelopes             
from the Narthex table. 

ANNUAL GENERAL  MEETING 
 

    

This Sunday 11:00 AM ,  
                     In the Narthex 

 

  All parishioners please come and  participate. 

Stations of the Cross 
 

Every Sunday during Lent after 

the 5:00pm Mass.  

Please come and join. 

C a t e c h e s i s  C l a s s   

Archbishop Denis Hart have asked all parishes to join 
him in the renewal of the ministry of catechesis for our 
young people who do not attend Catholic Schools. 

Our parish is very much willing to conduct a catechesis 
class and would like to know how many are coming.  

Please contact the parish office for details.  Thank you! 

Project Compassion 2017 

_Éäx çÉâÜ ax|z{uÉâÜ_Éäx çÉâÜ ax|z{uÉâÜ_Éäx çÉâÜ ax|z{uÉâÜ_Éäx çÉâÜ ax|z{uÉâÜ    
Through your generosity during Project Compassion, 
you are supporting our neighbours worldwide, 
empowering the most vulnerable people to grow 
stronger and share their strengths with their 
communities. Boxes available in Narthex. 

Flower arrangement 

We need reliable volunteers at least 
once in 2 months 

PARISH DINNER: THANK YOU CAROL SMITH 

Last Sunday evening we had the first Narthex dinner of the year. 

Forty parishioners participated in it. It was a good opportunity to 

know each other and all made good of use of it. Sadly we missed 

many of our parishioners and wished everyone were there. Great 

effort was put behind the dinner by our Event Manager with her 

family and volunteers.  Thank you  to Carol Smith and all those 

who helped her and all who enjoyed the dinner. Hope to see  all at 

next dinner. 

Easter Registra�on Form  in the Narthex for:   

Readers, communion ministers and people who 

would like their feet washed on    Holy  Thursday. 

Please sign up. 

      PLEASE PRAY FOR THE FOLLOWING AND THEIR FAMILIES 

    RECENTLY DECEASED:  Fr. Paul Maher PE (Priest of the Archdiocese of Melbourne) 

    ANNIVERSARIES:  Peter Loonstra, Myrtle Poynter,Kathleen Robertson, Ron Murfitt, Bert Gardner, Federick Wood,  Ivy Tellis, Elizabeth Richards, Denis                                         
Johnston, Michael Fyfe, Paul Mackellin. 

    SICK  :  Mary Edmonds, Brian Taggert, Pauline Muscat, Marta Kristan, Kala Lindsay, Geoff Bell, Stan Piergrosse, Peter Himing, Dorothy Reilly  

     A���� D�����  

Please submit your design by 10 March so 

we can  display them in the Narthex .  

Details of the design published previously. 

CARE & SUPPORT GROUP 

Meeting this Friday 10 March 9:45 am     
in Narthex. All welcome. 


