
 

 

PLEASE PRAY FOR THE FOLLOWING AND THEIR FAMILIES    

ACCLAMATION  
 

Glory and praise to you Lord Jesus Christ! 
 

Lord, you are truly the Saviour of the world; Give 
me living water, that I may never thirst again. 

 

Glory and praise to you Lord Jesus Christ! 

Next Week’s Readings 
 

1st Reading:  Samuel 16.1, 6-7 ,10-13  

2nd Reading :  Ephesians 5:8-14  

Gospel :  John  9:1-41  

RESPONSE  
If today you 

hear his voice, 
harden not your 

hearts. 

LISTENING TO THE LIVES OF OTHERS 
Three weeks into Lent, the liturgy invites us to take a faith journey in the 
company of a courageous outsider, an unnamed woman from a despised 
religious group. 
 

A woman of Samaria comes to draw water from the well of Jacob, Israel’s 
great ancestor in faith. She belongs in a long line of women whose lot as 
women is to undertake the burdensome, often dangerous, daily toil of 
carrying water so that their families might simply survive. Jesus asks the 
woman for a drink and elicits a bewildered response. Her response 
provides the opportunity for Jesus to move into an extended and 
constantly deepening exchange in which the woman proves herself a 
knowledgeable and worthy dialogue partner. 
 

The pursuit of water, a key baptismal symbol in the gospel tradition, provides the catalyst for her journey to 
faith in Jesus as the Messiah or Christ and her engagement in the mission of proclaiming the good news to her 
people. 
 

At the outset, the woman views Jesus simply as a Jew who breaks with established custom by asking her for 
water. She comes to accept him as the provider of living water. Jesus understands her life story and opens up the 
way for her to accept him as a prophet. She risks sharing her own convictions about the locus of worship and is 
gifted with new understanding and Jesus’ further self-disclosure. She leaves her water jar behind and brings 
others to faith in Jesus as Messiah and saviour of the world. 
Ecerpts from the Gospel reflection written by Sr. Veronica Dawson, rsm.  Full text at www.catholicrelegiosaustralia.org.   

 

Third Sunday of  Lent 
19 March 2017                                            Year A 

ANNIVERSARIES:   Jack Barry, Olga Krawchuk, James Stewart, Geoff Henderson  

SICK :    Mary Edmonds, Brian Taggert, Pauline Muscat, Marta Kristan, Kala Lindsay, Geoff Bell, Stan Piergrosse,  
Dorothy Reilly, Ted Davies, Peter Lisle  

POPE: CONVERSION 

DOESN’T HAPPEN 

THROUGH MAGIC, BUT 

CONCRETE ACTIONS 
 

Conversion doesn't come from 
the wave of a magic wand, but 
from learning to do good 
through concrete actions every 
day, Pope Francis said. 
 

While even ‘the saintliest 
person sins seven times a day,’ conversion happens 
through humility and trying to become ‘better than the 
day before,’ the pope said on 14 March during the 
Mass in the chapel of the Domus Sanctae Marthae. 
 

‘Converting doesn't mean going to a fairy with a 
magic wand,’ he said. ‘No, it is a path, a path of 
turning away (from evil) and of learning.’ 
 

Reflecting on the day's readings, the pope said, ‘You 

learn to do good through concrete things. Not with 
words, but with actions.’ The reading from Isaiah 
gives three examples: ‘Help the oppressed, hear the 
orphan's plea and defend the widow.’ 
 

The pope continued, Jesus also reproaches the scribes 
and Pharisees because they do not practice what they 
preach. ‘They do not know concreteness. If there is no 
concreteness, there can be no conversion,’ he said. 
 

Pope Francis said Christians are called to embark on 
‘the path of Lenten conversion,’ knowing that God ‘is 
a father who speaks, he is a father who loves us.’ 
 

‘He accompanies us on this path of conversion. He 
only asks of us to be humble,’ he said. ‘Then our sins 
all will be forgiven.’   
Full text at www.melbournecatholic.org.au 

THANKSGIVING 
 

*  CHURCH : $ 1,734.25      *  PRIEST: $ 1,025                 
                                                          (RETIRED PRIESTS & ARCHDIOCESE) 

RUBY  J UBILEE THANKSGIVING MASS 
Forty years ago, on the 25 March, our present 
Church was blessed and opened by Archbishop T F 
Little.  In commemoration of that, we will celebrate 
a Thanksgiving Mass on Saturday, 25 March at 6:00 PM.  

 

CENTENARY  OF F IRST  MASS AT  BAYSWAT ER  
 

To commemorate this occasion, we will be having a 
Thanksgiving Mass on 26 March at 10:00 AM. 
Please come and participate. 

ALTAR DESIGN # 4  
 
 
 
 
 
 
Has been chosen by a large majority of parishioners 
who participated in the selection last weekend. 

ALPHA COURSE LAUNCH PARTY  
Wednesday, 19 April at 7:00 PM 

Our Lady of Lourdes Parish 
 

The Alpha Course helps us to have a closer 
relationship with Jesus and others who attend. 
 

Please come and join us with your friends, family 
and neighbours for a free dinner, a 20 minutes talk 
and a chat in the Parish Hall.   
 

You may register for catering purposes to Roger or 
Margaret at 97236240 or Andrew 0459 991867. 
 

The Alpha course runs for 10 weeks every 
Wednesday until 3rd June.  This is YOUR ALPHA, 
please come and join us! 

NEW ROSTERS AVAILABLE NOW IN THE NARTHEX: 
 Narthex Canteen Rosters 
 Altar Linen Rosters 
 Our Lady of Fatima Home Visits 

Easter Hamper (Valued  at  $150)  
 

Raffle  t icket s 5  for $2 or  50  cents each  
T ickets wil l  be drawn afte r  

Easter  Vigi l  Mass  

Feasts of the Week 

20 (19) March - St. Joseph, Spouse of 
      the Blessed Virgin Mary 
25 March - The Annunciation of the Lord 

Lenten Reconci l ia t ion   

Our Lady of  Lourdes Parish  

5 Apr il 2017, 7:30 PM 


