
 

 

PLEASE PRAY FOR THE FOLLOWING AND THEIR FAMILIES    

ACCLAMATION  
 

Alleluia, alleluia!  
You believe in me, Thomas, because you have seen me; 
happy those who have not seen me, but still believe! 

Alleluia!  

Next Week’s Readings 
 

1st Reading:  Acts 2:14, 22-33 

2nd Reading :  1 Peter 1:17-21 

Gospel :  Luke 24:13-35 

RESPONSE  
Give thanks to 

the Lord for he is 
good, his love is 

everlasting. 

  Divine Mercy Sunday 
 

23 April  2017      Year A 

ANNIVERSARIES:   Betty Lee, Yolande Toutoungi, Enid Margaret D’Cruz, Henry Mathiasz. Reta Gardner,  
Anna Theit, Gabrielle Di Deo, Reginald Black, Antonetta Sarteschi, John Veith, Toni  Pittotino,  
Nora Vertessy, Marlena Morris (Hart) 

SICK :    Mary Edmonds, Brian Taggert, Pauline Muscat, Marta Kristan, Kala Lindsay, Geoff Bell, Stan Piergrosse,  
Dorothy Reilly, Ted Davies, Peter Lisle , Vince Mariniello, Chris Harford 

D I V I N E  M E R C Y  S C H E D U L E   
 

 2:00 PM: Reconciliation,  
                                              Adoration and Rosary 

 

 3:00 PM: Chaplet of Divine Mercy followed by 
                 Benediction and Special Holy Mass  

BELIEF AND TRUST TAKES TIME 
 

The first scene in today’s gospel has the disciples hiding behind closed doors 

“for fear” of those who had handed Jesus over to be executed by the Roman 

authorities. As supporters of someone executed on a political charge, they had 

reason to be fearful. Jesus appears among them, offers a greeting of peace, and 

tells them that he has been sent by God, his ‘Father’. They receive from him the 

gift of the Holy Spirit. He sends them in turn to bring peace and to mediate the 

forgiveness of God through the power of the Spirit. The story invites us as 

believers to place ourselves in the shoes of the earliest disciples. It invites us to 

receive the gift of the Spirit, to emerge from behind the doors that close us in on 

ourselves and that prevent us from rising above the fear of reprisals in the pursuit 

of justice and peace.  
 

The second and third scenes in today’s gospel focus on Thomas who was not 

with the other disciples when Jesus first appeared in their midst. Thomas seems to trust only his own first hand 

experience. We all know people like Thomas. They test our patience because they seem to lack imagination. 

Then they make big statements when they come around to understanding what everyone else has known for a 

while. If we think, however, that those who hear in the first place are any better than Thomas, we need to note 

that the doors are still closed eight days later! The simple fact of knowing has not dispelled the fears. Even 

those who do believe and trust often need time to take the gospel message on board.  
 

Excerpted from the Gospel Reflection by Mercy Sister Veronica Lawson available at Catholic Religious Australia. Image from Francis Xavier Samsen  

THANKSGIVING  
CHURCH: $ 3,175.25       PRIEST: $2,540.00                  
                                                          (RETIRED PRIESTS & ARCHDIOCESE) 

EASTER TIME: The fifty days from the Sunday of 
the Resurrection to Pentecost Sunday are 
celebrated in joy and exultation as one feast day, 
indeed as ‘one great Sunday’. These are the days 
above all others in which the Alleluia is sung.  
The Sundays of this time of the year are 
considered to be Sundays of Easter… GNLYC 22-24 

POPE: CLOSED HEARTS UNABLE TO BE 
SURPRISED BY THE RESURRECTION 

 
Christian faith 
is a grace and 
can be 
perceived only 
in the hearts of 
those willing to 
be surprised by 
the joy of the 
Resurrection, 
Pope Francis 
said. 
 

‘A closed heart, a rationalistic heart’ is incapable of 
understanding the Christian message which has God's 
love — manifested in Christ's victory over death — at 
its centre, the pope said at his weekly general audience 
on 19 April.   
 

‘How beautiful it is to think that Christianity is 
essentially this: It is not so much our search for God — 
a search that is, truthfully, somewhat shaky — but rather 
God's search for us,’ the pope said. 
 

Continuing his series of talks on hope, the pope 
reflected on St Paul's First Letter to the Corinthians in 
which the apostle emphasises the Resurrection as ‘the 
heart of the Christian message.’  ‘Christianity is born 
from here. It is not an ideology nor a philosophic system 
but a path of faith that begins from an event, witnessed 
by Jesus' first disciples,’ the pope said. 
 

St Paul's summary of those who witnessed the risen 
Christ, he noted, ends by describing himself as the ‘least 
worthy of all’ given his dramatic history as a one-time 
adversary of the early Christians. 
Full text at www.melbournecatholic.org.au 

FATIMA AT 100: STORY 
OF APPARITIONS 

CONTINUES TO ATTRACT 
ATTENTION 

 

While conversion and 
prayer are at the heart of 
Mary's messages at Fatima, 
Portugal, the miracles and 
unexplained phenomenon 
that accompanied the 
events 100 years ago 
continue to intrigue believers 
and nonbelievers alike. 
 

The apparitions of Mary at Fatima in 1917 were not 
the first supernatural events reported there.   
 

Two years before Mary appeared to the three 
shepherd children: Lucia, Jacinta and Francisco, they 
saw a strange sight while praying the rosary in the 
field, according to the memoirs of Sister Lucia, who 
had become a Carmelite nun. 
 

‘We had hardly begun when, there before our eyes, 
we saw a figure poised in the air above the trees; it 
looked like a statue made of snow, rendered almost 
transparent by the rays of the sun,’ she wrote, 
describing what they saw in 1915. 
 

Full text available at www.melbourne catholic.org.au 

PASTORAL LETTER TO THE 

CATHOLICS OF VICTORIA 

REGARDING EUTHANASIA/ 

ASSISTED SUICIDE LEGISLATION 
 

As you may know, the Victorian Parliament will 
debate an assisted suicide or euthanasia bill sometime 
in the second half of 2017. 
 

The pastoral letter (available in the Narthex) seeks 
to inform people of the Church’s deep concern about 
this issue and to encourage their involvement 
through both prayer and action. 
 

The Life, Marriage & Family Office of the 
Archdiocese is also seeking lay people who are 
willing to be involved in this issue.  You may 
register at lmf@cam.org.au or call (03) 92875587. 

IIIMPORTANTMPORTANTMPORTANT   
Please get one!Please get one!   

Kimberley Catholic Volunteer Service 
VOLUNTEER WORKERS FOR BALGO PARISH 

 

The Diocese of Broome, WA, requires volunteers to assist 
with the work of the local Church on Aboriginal Missions.  
 

The Balgo Parish is currently seeking a couple to assist the 
Priest in the running of the Parish.  There are several 
other roles available in the Kimberley for single people or 
couples. 
 

Placements are preferred for a period of 6 months.  
 

For further details, and an application form, please 
contact: 

Volunteer Coordinator Anneliese Rohr:  
  08 9192 1060 
Email: volunteers@broomediocese.org  
Web: www.broomediocese.org 
Mail:  PO Box 76, BROOME  WA  6725 

 25 April - ANZAC Day Special Mass (9AM) 

 26 April - Feast of St. Mark 

 28 April - Feast of St. Peter Chanel 

 29 April - Feast of St. Catherine of Siena 

Archbishop’s Office for Evangelisation will be offering 
a range of formation opportunities for parish leaders 

and parishioners: 
   Liturgical Ministry Formation WorkshopsLiturgical Ministry Formation WorkshopsLiturgical Ministry Formation Workshops   
    Thursday 11 May, Thursday 15 June, Thursday 20 July 
    For more information or to register please visit  
    http://www.cam.org.au/evangelisation/News/Article/21476/

Upcoming-Liturgical-Formation-Workshops.  
   Parish Pastoral Council Formation: Know Your Parish & Parish Pastoral Council Formation: Know Your Parish & Parish Pastoral Council Formation: Know Your Parish & 

Grow Your ParishGrow Your ParishGrow Your Parish   
27 July and 21 September (Two-part workshop) 
For more information or to register your interest please contact 
Suzanne Hermon on 9926 5761 or suzanne.hermon@cam.org.au.  

Our sincere Thank You and 
Appreciation to all who helped in 

making  the Holy Week Celebration a 
beautiful and memorable one.   
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