
 

 

PLEASE PRAY FOR THE FOLLOWING AND THEIR FAMILIES    
 

ACCLAMATION  
 

Alleluia, alleluia!  
Lord Jesus, make your word plain to us. 

make our hearts burn with love when you speak. 

Alleluia!  

Next Week’s Readings 
 

1st Reading:  Acts 2:14, 36-41 
2nd Reading :  1 Peter 2:20-25 

Gospel :  John 10:1-10 

RESPONSE  
 

Lord, you will 
show us the 
path of life. 

  Third Sunday of  EasterThird Sunday of  EasterThird Sunday of  Easter    
 

30 April 2017      Year A 

ANNIVERSARIES:   Gordon Whitby, William Rice, Richard Ledochowicz, Peter Detering, Noreen Brown, Robert Cain, 
Joan Dempsey, Barbara Tozer, Mary Deterring, Roman Politowski, Nona Sutton, 
 Margaret Fitzgerald, James Corcoran. 

SICK :    Mary Edmonds, Brian Taggert, Pauline Muscat, Marta Kristan, Kala Lindsay, Geoff Bell, Stan Piergrosse,  
Dorothy Reilly, Ted Davies, Peter Lisle , Vince Mariniello  

OPENING OUR LIVES TO STRANGERS 

Extraordinary things can happen if we open ourselves to the presence of a 
stranger or “foreigner” on the road of life. That seems to be a key element 
in today’s gospel passage from the well-known and well-loved Emmaus 
story. Imagine two dejected disciples on the road back from Jerusalem to 
their home in Emmaus they encounter Jesus who has been raised. They 
fail to recognise him. Their sadness at his violent death has blinded them 
to the significance of the women’s account of the empty tomb.  
 

Jesus engages them in conversation and holds up a metaphorical mirror to 
their experience of loss and grief. They invite him to share a meal with 
them and their eyes are opened: they recognise him in the blessing and 
breaking of the bread they share with him. He disappears from their midst. 
They cannot contain the joy they have experienced in realising that Jesus is 
alive and once more present to them, but in a new and transforming way. 
 

Cleopas and partner go straight back to Jerusalem to share this good news 
with the other disciples. Now all the assembled disciples experience 

powerfully the presence of Jesus in their midst. They too pass over the women’s story; it is the appearance to 
Peter of the resurrected Jesus that is the ground of their new faith. . They will not only understand Jesus’ death 
and resurrection in the light of the scriptures. They will be “clothed with power from on high” to exercise their 
role as witnesses to this great mystery. 
Extraordinary things can happen to those who are hospitable enough to “break bread” with “foreigners” in 
whom they do not immediately recognise God’s presence. If we open our hearts and our homes to those who 
seek a welcome on our shores, we might come to participate a little more deeply in the joy of the resurrection. 
 

Excerpted from the Gospel Reflection by Mercy Sister Veronica Lawson available at Catholic Religious Australia. Image from La Vista Church of Christ 

FEAST OF THE WEEK 
 

1 May - St. Joseph the Worker 

2 May - St. Athanasius 

3 May - Sts. Philip and James POPE TO EGYPTIANS: LET PAPAL 
VISIT BE SIGN OF FRIENDSHIP, PEACE 

 

Praying that God would protect Egypt 
from all evil, Pope Francis told the 
nation's people that a world torn apart 
by indiscriminate violence needs 
courageous builders of peace, dialogue 

and justice.  ‘I hope that this visit will be an embrace 
of consolation and of encouragement to all Christians 
in the Middle East; a message of friendship and 
esteem to all inhabitants of Egypt and the region; a 
message of fraternity and reconciliation to all children 
of Abraham, particularly in the Islamic world,’ the 
pope said in a video message broadcast on 25 April, 
ahead of his 28-29 April trip to Cairo. 
 

‘I hope that it may also offer a valid contribution to 
interreligious dialogue with the Islamic world and to 

ecumenical dialogue with the venerated and beloved 
Coptic Orthodox Church,’ he said. 
 

The pope thanked all those who invited him to Egypt, 
those who were working to make the trip possible and 
those ‘who make space for me in your hearts.’  He 
said he was ‘truly happy to come as a friend, as a  
messenger of peace and as a pilgrim to the country 
that gave, more than 2,000 years ago, refuge and  
hospitality to the Holy Family fleeing from the threats 
of King Herod.’ 
 

Honoured to visit the land visited by the Holy Family, 
the pope asked everyone 
for their prayers as he 
assured every one of his. 
Full text available at 
Melbourne Catholic website. 
 

T HANK SGIVING  
 CHURCH: $ 1,479.55 
     

  PRIEST: $ 803.70                                                                        
(RETIRED PRIESTS & ARCHDIOCESE) 

POPE TO CANONISE FATIMA 
SEERS ON 13 MAY; OCTOBER 

DATE FOR OTHER SAINTS 
 

Pope Francis will declare the 
sainthood of Blessed Jacinta Marto 
and Blessed Francisco Marto, two of 
the shepherd children who saw Mary 
in Fatima, Portugal, during his visit to 
the site of the apparitions on 13 May. 
The date was announced last 20 April 

during an ‘ordinary public consistory,’ a meeting of the 
pope, cardinals and promoters of sainthood causes that 
formally ends the sainthood process. 
 

Cardinal Angelo Amato, prefect of the Congregation for 
Saints' Causes, addressing the assembly noted that of the 
future saints considered at the consistory, five were 
children or young teenagers. 
‘In our time, where young people often become objects of 
exploitation and commerce, these young people excel as 
witnesses of truth and freedom, messengers of peace (and) 
of a new humanity reconciled in love,’ the cardinal said. 
 

At the same consistory, the pope set on 15 October as the 
date for the canonisations of two priests and two groups of 
martyrs, including Blessed Cristobal, Blessed Antonio and 
Blessed Juan — also known as the ‘Child Martyrs of 
Tlaxcala’ — who were among the first native converts in 
Mexico. They were killed between 1527 and 1529 for 
refusing to renounce the faith and return to their people's 
ancient traditions. 
 

Full text at www.melbournecatholic.org.au 

THE MONTH OF MAY 

Within the cycle of a year, the Church unfolds the 
whole of the mystery of Christ, from his incarnation 
and birth until his ascension, the day of Pentecost, 
and the expectation of blessed hope and of the Lord’s 
return… 
 

In celebrating this annual cycle of Christ’s mysteries, 
the Church honours with special love Mary, the 
Mother of God, who is joined by an inseparable bond 
to the saving work of her Son.  In her the Church 
holds up and admires the most excellent effect of the 
redemption and joyfully contemplates, as in a 
flawless image, that which the Church itself desires 
and hopes wholly to be.                            SC102,103 

The Archdiocesan Office 
for Youth aims to assist 
parishes in engaging and 
inspiring young people in 

the life and mission of the Catholic Church.  
Following are some of the important initiatives 
taking place this year: 
 

1.  Australian Catholic Youth Festival  
               7-9 December, Sydney NSW 

      Young people from Year 9 up to 30  
          years are invited to attend this event.   
 

2. “The year of Youth in your parish: New  
    horizons for spreading joy” 
        Saturday, 21 October, Catholic Leadership  
    Centre 

  Parish Priests, Pastoral Associates and 
Parish Council leaders are invited to 
attend. 

3. Youth Camp for Year 7 -10 Students  
    Oasis Christian Camp, Mt Evelyn 

 4-5 October  
 Registration closes 24 September        

 

For details or any enquiries, please ring 9287 5551 
or email Annaliese.Ros@cam.org.au 

PARISH MASS COUNT 2017 

The annual mass count this year 
shall be conducted on the four 
weekends of May beginning on 6 
May and ending on 28 May 2017. 
 

This annual count is important for the pastoral 
planning activities of the Archdiocese. 
 

All the collectors, please do the needful.  
Thank you! 

CARE AND SUPPORT GROUP MEETING 

Friday, 5th May, 9:45 AM at Church Narthex. 

All are Welcome! 

Mass for Expectant Mothers  

at St. Patrick’s Cathedral 

Sunday, 14 May, 11:00 AM 

The Life, Marriage & Family Office 

warmly invite all expectant mothers 

and their families to the Mass to be 

celebrated by Archbishop Denis Hart. 

Registration can be made online at 

www.cam.org.au/lifemarriagefamily or by 

contacting LMF office at 92875587.  Please note 

that registration closes on Friday, 5 May. 
 

Special token of recognition will be given to all who 

will register. 

WORLD DAY OF PRAYER FOR VOCATIONS  
7 May 2017 

 

Pope Francis asks each of us to pray for more 
vocations to the priesthood and consecrated life. 
If each person who reads this offers one small 
prayer, it will make a difference. 

 
 

 
“Do not be afraid of what God asks of you!   

It is worth saying yes to God!  
In Him we find our joy!” 

                                        ~ Pope Francis 


