
 

 

 

ACCLAMATION  
 

Alleluia, alleluia!  
The Spirit of Truth will bear witness to me, says 

the Lord, and you will be my witness. 
Alleluia!  

Next Week’s Readings 
 

1st Reading: 2 Kings 4:8-11,14-16   
2nd Reading: Romans 6:3-4, 8-11 

Gospel :  Matthew 10:37-42 

RESPONSE  
Lord, in your 

great love, 
answer me. 
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DON’T LET FEAR THREATEN YOUR CHARACTER 
Fear doesn’t have to control us because God cares enough to stand by us through 
it all. That’s the good news from this week’s Gospel. 
 

Early Christians also struggled with fear. Remember, they were Jewish and saw 
Jesus as the fulfilment of all Jewish hopes. That belief put them in conflict with 
other Jews, who eventually kicked those early Christians out of their 
communities. Read the Acts of the Apostles of Paul’s letters. You’ll find some 
hair-raising stories about the persecutions they faced. 
 

Nonetheless, they persevered. They believed that Jesus’ teachings helped them 
grow closer to God. So they developed strong worship lives that soothed and 
strengthened their souls. They devoted themselves to helping one another. All 
this, they found, brought them God’s strength – strength that helped them face 

rejection and brutality. 
 

That strength can be yours. Call upon it. It’s scary to risk your popularity, to challenge bullies, to stand against 
bigotry and dishonesty, and to stand up for the little ones and those who live on the margins. You are likely to 
face rejection and maybe even physical attack. But you build so much character when you take those risks. 
Those risks strengthen your character. 
 

Follow the example of those early Christians. Make Mass and acts of justice and service important in your life. 
They will protect your soul and calm your fears. You will find, as Jesus says, that God watches you closely, 
always looking for ways to help you out. 
 

Excerpt from Gospel Connection of GPBS available at www.gpbs.com.au; image by www.ocarm.org 

MAKING OUR PARISH MISSION POSSIBLE: 
MELBOURNE CLERGY CONFERENCE 2017 

‘The parish is not an outdated institution,’ writes Pope 
Francis in Evangelii Gaudium, ‘precisely because it 
possesses great flexibility. It can assume quite different 
contours depending on the openness and missionary 
creativity of the pastor and community.’ The 
Melbourne Clergy Conference explored that flexibility 
with the theme: The Parish—Our Mission. Held at 
Peppers The Sands Resort in Torquay, the three-day 
conference started on Tuesday 6 June. 
 

Every church and diocese struggles with its own issues. 
But the central problem clergy grappled with over the 
four days was this: How can we move parishes from a 
routine of maintenance towards embracing the mission 
of making disciples? And how do we effect that shift? 
 

The week’s presenter was Daniel Ang, Director of the 
Office for Evangelisation in the Catholic Archdiocese 
of Broken Bay, NSW. What he learnt was the number 
of people receiving the sacraments and attending Mass 
each week shouldn’t be a primary concern. ‘The 
attendance of Mass doesn’t necessarily mean that 
someone has a personal relationship with Jesus’ Ang 
tells Melbourne Catholic. ‘Our call is to make 
disciples. Unfortunately today we tend to assume that 
receiving the sacraments will take care of that. But the 
church teaches that evangelisation, conversion and 
faith have to come first.’  Ang argues that to nurture a 
culture of personal discipleship in a vibrant parish is all 
about collaboration: to emphasise the common mission 
above the insular concerns of our respective group. 
That means embracing diverse groups and putting 
people over procedure.  Full report is available at 
www.melbournecatholic.org.au 

CHURCH OFFERS 
COUNSELLING TO 
HELP STUDENTS 

COPE WITH TRAUMA 
OF LONDON FIRE 

 

Church agencies are 
helping London Catholic 
school students cope with 
the trauma of the Grenfell 
Tower fire, including knowing that some of their 
fellow students are missing. 
 

Children who attended Catholic schools in the shadow 
of Grenfell Tower are among about 76 people who 
have yet to be accounted for. Police have confirmed 
that 30 people died in the 14 June fire, with the death 
toll expected to rise as emergency services personnel 
search the ruins for bodies.  John Paul Morrison, the 
director of education for the Archdiocese of 
Westminster, told Catholic News Service on 16 June, 
said the archdiocese was offering counselling to 
students, to help them to deal with the trauma of the 
tragedy.  Full story at www.melbournecatholic.org.au / 
image from www.independent.co.uk 

Feast of the Week 
27 June - St. Cyril of Alexandria 
28 June - St. Irenaeus 
29 June - Sts Peter and Paul 
30 June - First Martyrs of the Holy  
               Roman Catholic Church 

    WE WILL HAVE A SPECIAL 
COLLECTION THIS WEEKEND IN 

SUPPORT OF THE VINNIES  
WINTER APPEAL 2017. 

HART REQUESTS MEETING WITH 
PM OVER SCHOOL FUNDING 

 

Fairfax Media revealed that Archbishop 
Hart, Archbishop of Melbourne and 
President of the Australian Catholic 
Bishops Conference, wrote to Mr 
Turnbull on Monday to seek a meeting 
to hammer out a peace deal. 

 

Despite criticism from the Labor Party and unions, the 
government remains confident Gonski 2.0 will pass 
the Senate. 
In his letter Archbishop Hart expressed concern about 
the new funding model and the amount of money 
being made available to Catholic schools.  He asked 
for Mr Turnbull, Education Minister Simon 
Birmingham and other officials to meet with Catholics 

bishops to resolve the dispute over school funding. 
 

Archbishop Hart's intervention is significant as it 
underscores the scale of the disquiet over the 
government's school funding proposal in the Catholic 
community. 
 

Fairfax Media understands the government will roll 
over the current funding arrangements for Catholic 
schools—and other non-government school systems—
for a year while a review of the socio-economic status 
(SES) methodology underpinning the funding model 
is conducted. 
Full report available at www.melbournecatholic.org.au 

T HANK SGIVING  
 

CHURCH: $ 1,330.10                 PRIEST: $ 1,158.90 
                                                         (RETIRED PRIESTS & ARCHDIOCESE) 

INFORMATION SESSION FOR THEOLOGICAL 
STUDY: Tuesday 27th June (7.30pm) 

 

Yarra Theological Union (34 Bedford Road, Box Hill) is 
holding an information session for anyone interested 
in Theological Study for Semester 2, 2017. 
Undergraduate and Postgraduate courses are 
available.   FEE HELP available.   Everyone Welcome! 
 

Website: www.ytu.edu.au, Ph: 9890 3771 or  admin@ytu.edu.au  

The Craft Circle together with  OLOL 

School Choir is inviting all 
parishioners to come and join 
them on Thursday, 29 June at 

11:45 am in the Narthex.  Tea, coffee and 
light refreshments will be provided. 

MEN’S GROUP 
MONDAY, 26 JUNE, 7:30PM IN THE NARTHEX.   

ALL ARE WELCOME! 

Spiritual Guide 
 

Janice Webster is a registered 
Counsellor and Spiritual Director.  She is 
willing to offer her competency as a 
volunteer to our parishioners if they 
need guidance or experiencing 
difficulty in life and trying to find GOD in the doubts 
of everyday life.  Please feel free to contact her at 
0448489729 or through the parish office.  We 
appreciate and thank you Jan for your generosity 
and willingness to help us. 

PRAYER AND CONDOLENCES 
The OLOL Family conveys its deepest condolences and offer our prayers to the Newton family on the passing away of 
Glenda Newton.  We pray for the eternal repose of her soul.  There will be a  rosary recitation at 9:45 AM followed 
by the Funeral Mass on Monday at 10:30AM, 26 June. The interment will take place at Kangaroo Ground Cemetery.     

 
The renovation of the school has 

commenced last Wednesday and in 
60 days, we hope to see new face of 
the school.  We are glad that more 

new admissions are coming to the school. 

SCHOOL  

UPDATE 

PLEASE PRAY FOR THE FOLLOWING AND THEIR FAMILIES    

http://www.ytu.edu.au/
mailto:admin@ytu.edu.au

