
 

 

 

ACCLAMATION  
 

Alleluia, alleluia!  
You are a chosen race, a royal priesthood, a holy 

people.  Praise God who called you out of darkness and 
into his marvelous light.  Alleluia!  

Next Week’s Readings 
 

1st Reading: Zechariah 9:9-10   
2nd Reading: Romans 8:9,11-13 

Gospel :  Matthew 11:25-30 

RESPONSE  
For ever I will 

sing the 
goodness of the 

Lord. 

   13th Sunday in Ordinary Time13th Sunday in Ordinary Time13th Sunday in Ordinary Time   
Aboriginal & Torres Strait Islander Sunday 
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ANNIVERSARIES:   Sydney Pollard, Frank Hickmott, Thomas Berry, William Dwyer, Gary Williams, Tony Lensen, 
Guiseppe Coppola, Clara Simo, Jade Quilligan. 

SICK :    Mary Edmonds, Pauline Muscat, Marta Kristan, Kala Lindsay, Geoff Bell, Stan Piergrosse, Dorothy Reilly,  
Ted Davies, Peter Lisle   

UP FOR A WORKOUT? 

In this week’s Gospel, Jesus tells us that discipleship requires serious sacrifice. It costs 

to follow Jesus. You have to forgive, to care for your enemies, to give your time, to 

share your money, to do the right thing when it’s not popular. Discipleship might even 

seem like an impossible challenge at times. 
 

But living as a disciple is like training for a race. Little sacrifices help train you for 

bigger ones. Practice as a Christian builds up your strength. Give a little time regularly 

to others. Forgive people for little hurts. Be honest in small matters. The more you 

make little sacrifices, the easier it will be to make bigger ones in the future – sacrifices 

that might make a big difference in the world. Don’t get discouraged when you seem 
to fail. Just keep training. And look to your loving, forgiving coach – Jesus – who wants to guide and encourage you. 
 

Excerpt from Gospel Connection of GPBS available at www.gpbs.com.au; image by www.ocarm.org 

OUR LANGUAGES MATTER 
2-9 JULY 2017 

The importance, resilience and 
richness of Aboriginal and Torres 
Strait Islander languages will be 
the focus of national celebrations 
marking NAIDOC Week 2017. 

************************************************ 
For thousands of years before the arrival of Western 
settlers [in Australia], the sole inhabitants of the land 
were indigenous people, the ABORIGINES AND 
TORRES STRAIT ISLANDERS.  Their ancient 
heritage forms an essential part of the cultural 
landscape of modern Australia.  Thanks to the 
Australian Government’s courageous decision to 
acknowledge the injustices committed against the 
indigenous peoples in the past, concrete steps are now 
being taken to achieve reconciliation based on mutual 
respect.  Rightly, you are seeking to close the gap 
between indigenous and non-indigenous Australians 
regarding life expectancy, educational; achievement 
and economic opportunity!  This example of 
reconciliation offer hope to peoples all over the world 
who long to see their rights affirmed and their 
contribution to society acknowledged and promoted. 

~Pope Benedict XVI, World Youth Day 2008 

T HANK SGIVING  
 

CHURCH: $ 2,008.25 
           

PRIEST: $ 1,162.00 
(RETIRED PRIESTS & ARCHDIOCESE) 

PRAYER AND CONDOLENCES 
The OLOL Family offers its deepest condolences and offer our prayers to Pat and family on the passing away of  
Brian Taggert.  We pray for the eternal repose of his soul.  We also offer our prayers and condolences to Mary 
Willamson and family for the passing away of her son Anthony Willamson. 

PLEASE PRAY FOR THE FOLLOWING AND THEIR FAMILIES    

Feast of St. Tomas 
3 July 

O Glorious St. Thomas, your 
grief for Jesus was such that 
it would not let you believe 

he had risen unless you 
actually saw him and 

touched his wounds. But your 
love for Jesus was equally 

great and it led you to give 
up your life for him. Pray for 

us that we may grieve for our 
sins which were the cause of 
Christ's sufferings. Help us to 
spend ourselves in his service 

and so earn the title of "Blessed" which Jesus applied to 
those who would believe in him without seeing him. 

POPE FRANCIS STATEMENT 

ON CARDINAL GEORGE 

PELL CHARGES 
 

The Holy See has learned with 

regret the news of charges filed 

against Cardinal George Pell for 

decades-old actions that have 

been attributed to him. 
 

Having become aware of the 

charges, Cardinal Pell — acting in full respect of civil 

laws — has decided to return to his country to face 

the charges against him, recognising the importance 

of his participation to ensure that the process is 

carried out fairly and to foster the search for truth. 
 

The Holy Father — having been informed by 

Cardinal Pell — has granted the Cardinal a leave of 

absence so he can defend himself.  During the 

prefect's absence, the secretariat for the economy will 

continue to carry out its institutional tasks.  The 

secretaries will remain at their posts to carry forward 

the ordinary affairs of the dicastery. 
 

The Holy Father, who has appreciated Cardinal Pell's 

honesty during his three years of work in the Roman 

Curia, is grateful for his collaboration and, in 

particular, for his energetic dedication to the reforms 
in the economic and administrative sector, as well as his 

active participation in the Council of Cardinals, the C-9. 
 

The Holy See expresses its respect for the Australian 

justice system, which will have to decide the merits 

of the questions raised.  At the same time, it is 

important to recall that Cardinal Pell has openly and 

repeatedly condemned as immoral and intolerable the 

acts of abuse committed against minors.  He has 

cooperated in the past with Australian authorities, for 

example, in his depositions before the royal 

commission, has supported the pontifical commission 

for the protection of minors, and finally — as a 

diocese and bishop in Australia — has introduced 

systems and procedures both for the protection of 

minors and to provide assistance to victims of abuse. 

Text at www.melbournecatholic.org.au 

MEDIA ADDRESS BY 
CARDINAL GEORGE PELL 

 

Cardinal George Pell has addressed 
the media in Rome after being 
charged with historical sexual 
assault offences and ordered to 
appear in the Melbourne Magistrates' 
Court on 18 July.  
 

The Cardinal has strenuously denied 
all allegations. At the press conference in Rome he 
claimed he is the victim of 'relentless character 
assassination'. 
 

This is the transcript of Cardinal Pell’s full statement: 
 

Good morning to you all. I want to say one or two brief 
words about my situation.  These matters have been 
under investigation now for two years. 
 

There have been leaks to the media. There has been 
relentless character assassination — relentless character 
assassination — and for more than a month, claims that a 
decision on whether to lay charges was imminent. 
 

I'm looking forward, finally, to having my day in court.  
I'm innocent of these charges. They are false.  The 
whole idea of sexual abuse is abhorrent to me. 
 

I've kept Pope Francis — the Holy Father — regularly 
informed during these long months. I have spoken to him 
on a number of occasions in the last week, I think most 
recently, a day or so ago.  We talked about my need to 
take leave to clear my name. So I'm very grateful to the 
Holy Father for giving me this leave to return to 
Australia.  I've spoken to my lawyers about when this 
will be necessary.  And I've spoken to my doctors about 
the best way to achieve this.  All along, I have been 
completely consistent and clear in my total rejection of 
these allegations.  News of these charges strengthens my 
resolve, strengthens my resolve.  And court proceedings 
now offer me an opportunity to clear my name and then 
return here back to Rome to work.  Thank you’. 
Text available at www.melbournecatholic.org.au 

Special Collection for the  
HOLY FATHER  

next weekend, 8-9 July 
Thank you all for your 

generosity! 

Thanksgiving envelope will be available next 
weekend in the narthex. 

Alpha Course has successfully 
ended last Wednesday but 

continues at home.  An average of 
50 people have participated and 
completed the course.   

Congratulations to all especially to Andrew 
Kayser and Margaret and Roger Ratcliffe 

for a job well-done. 

Youth Retreat 
9 July 2017, 9:30am - 5:30pm 
St. Christopher’s Church Hall 

5 Doon Avenue, Glen Waverly VIC 
 

Alpha 

Archbishop’s Golden Jubilee  

of Priestly Ordination 

Saturday, 22 July at 11am 
 

All are invited to attend the 
Thanksgiving Mass at St. Patrick’s 

Cathedral 


