
 

 

 

ACCLAMATION  
 

Alleluia, alleluia!  
Blessed are you, Father, Lord of heaven and earth; you 

have revealed to little ones the mysteries of the kingdom. 
Alleluia!  

Next Week’s Readings 
 

1st Reading: Kings 3:5,7-12 

2nd Reading: Romans 8:28-30 

Gospel : Matthew 13:44-52 

RESPONSE  
 

Lord, you are 
good and 
forgiving. 
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ANNIVERSARIES:   Paul Edge, Mary Evelyn Dwyer, Mary Garrat, Betty O’ Meara, Cecilia Tellis, Sheila Farnsworth, 
Rose Fulton, Betty Kipping, Judith Lindner, Frank Kelly, Irene Alexander,  Lawrence Materazzo,  
Margaret Cox. 

SICK :    Mary Edmonds, Pauline Muscat, Marta Kristan, Kala Lindsay, Geoff Bell, Stan Piergrosse, Dorothy Reilly,  
Ted Davies, Peter Lisle   

GOD KNOWS EVERYTHING IN OUR HEARTS 
This coming week we are reminded that however hard we may 
find it to pray, the Lord always knows what we need to say. It is 
God’s own Spirit that prays within our hearts. 
 

The first reading addresses God directly as the all-powerful one 
who cares for everything he has made. Though he is the God of 
strength and justice, he is also lenient and merciful – and so we, 
too, must try to act with kindness, even when we are challenged. 
The psalmist praises the Lord’s goodness and mighty deeds, yet 
again reminds us that he is slow to anger. We can ask our loving, 
compassionate God to turn to us whenever we are in need. 
 

The second reading offers us great hope, for it assures us that we 
can hand over to the Lord any struggles we experience in prayer. St Paul tells of the indwelling Spirit of God, 
who prays within each one of us whether we can find the right words or not. Jesus tells three parables about 
growth in the Gospel. In the first, someone has sabotaged a field of good wheat by planting darnel (weeds). Yet 
Jesus invites us to think carefully and be patient. If we hurry to pull out the weeds we might end up sacrificing 
the whole crop, instead of allowing God to work in his own time. 
  

Excerpt from Gospel Reflections based on Prego by St Bueno's Outreach in Diocese of Wrexham available at www. australiancatholics.com.au; image b y www.togetherwithgodsword.com 

PLEASE PRAY FOR THE FOLLOWING AND THEIR FAMILIES    

NEW MUSEUM TO 
HONOUR ST MARY 

MACKILLOP 
A new museum honouring 
Australia’s only saint will be 
built in Adelaide, The 
Advertiser reports. 

A total of $200,000 in donations is being sought to help 
build the museum, planned to open early next year, at 
Kensington where a former exhibition centre at Mary’s 
old home and convent closed last year. 
 

It will form part of a new precinct between Portrush Rd 
and High St, which includes St Joseph’s Chapel, a 
reflective convent gardens and a proposed walking trail 
to Norwood in partnership with the local council. 
Redevelopment co-ordinator Sr Mary Ryan said the new 
museum will serve as an attraction to international 
visitors and pilgrims. 
 

“It will be a contemporary museum depicting the life and 
times and ongoing influence of one of the mighty figures 
of Australian history — she who was dubbed ‘A Saint 
For All Australians’,” she said.  “It still strikes me every 
day to actually walk here where she used to work and lived.” 
 

The Kensington site was where Mary lived, walked, 
prayed and worked for 11 years during the early and 
troubled beginnings of the Sisters of St Joseph of the 
Sacred Heart, which she co-founded. 
 

Full text at www.cathnews.com 

POPE SAYS: LAZINESS, VICES 
PREVENT SEEDS OF GOSPEL 

FROM TAKING ROOT 
God proposes— not imposes—his 
Gospel and offer of salvation, putting 
the responsibility of being open to and 
moved by his message on the listener, 

Pope Francis said. 
Jesus doesn't draw people to him by conquering them, 
but by giving himself, like a sower, spreading ‘with 
patience and generosity his word, which isn't a cage or 
a trap, but a seed that can bear fruit’ if people welcome 
it, the pope said before praying the Angelus on 16 July. 
 

Speaking to people gathered in St Peter's Square, the 
pope reflected on the Sunday reading from the Gospel 
of St Matthew, in which Jesus speaks to the crowds 
about the parable of the sower.   The pope said the 
parable is like Jesus taking a ‘spiritual X-ray’ of the 
different conditions of the heart that reveal how 
receptive it may or not be to God's Word. If a heart is 
hard and impenetrable, it's like asphalt or 
cobblestones, he said, because the seed of the Gospels 
‘bounces off’ and doesn't sink in.  A weak, ‘superficial 
heart,’ is like rocky ground with little soil; a seed may 
sprout, but the tender plant is vulnerable to harsh 

conditions because of a lack of roots, he said. 
 

A superficial heart that lacks depth welcomes the 
Lord, ‘wants to pray, love and give witness, but it does 
not persevere, it gets tired out and never takes off.’ 
The roots of faith can never sink deep because there 
are too many ‘stones of laziness’ in the way and ‘love 
is fickle and fleeting,’ the pope said.   
 

A seed tossed among thorns will choke new growth, 
he said, and the thorns represent a heart filled with 
‘worldly anxiety and the lure of riches’; they are 
‘vices that come to blows with God,’ suffocating his 
presence, the pope said. 
 

If people spend more time cultivating ‘the idols of 
worldly riches, living greedily—for themselves, for 
possession and for power,’ he said, then ‘we choke off 
the growth of God in us.’  People must reflect on their 
heart's condition and, like a gardener, reclaim and 
work their land—their hearts—by eliminating the 
weeds and stones of vices and weaknesses. 
 

Full text available at www.melbournecatholic.org.au 

T HANKSGI VI NG  
CHURCH: $1,692.05      PRIEST: $ 1,070.60 
                                   (RETIRED PRIESTS & ARCHDIOCESE) 

 

Life in Christ Seminar 
SATURDAY, 29 JULY, 9:30AM - 5:00 PM 

OUR LADY OF LOURDES CHURCH  
 

Contact Chamie/Winnie Tejada at 0408993842 or 
Andrew Kayser, 0459991867 or the Parish office. 
 

Morning & Afternoon Tea provided, Bring your own lunch  

SACRAMENTAL PREPARATION 
Saturday, 5 August 2017 

 Reconciliation classes - 3:00pm - 4:00pm 
 Confirmation classes - 4:30pm -5:30pm  
         Confirmation day will be on 27 October 2017 
For details, please contact Ms. Jacinta Joy at 0420462006 or 
the Parish Office. 

NEARLY A THIRD 
OF BRITONS THINK 

JESUS WAS AN 
EXTREMIST  

 

Christians in Britain 
are increasingly concerned about government plans to 
crack down on “non-violent extremism” after an 
opinion poll found that nearly a third of people said Jesus 
Christ was an “extremist”, the Catholic Herald reports. 
 

The poll carried out by ComRes for the Evangelical 
Alliance also found that nearly half of the people 
interviewed believed that it was extremism to define 
marriage as a union between a man and a woman only. 
 

David Landrum, director of advocacy for the 
Evangelical Alliance, which represents some two 
million Evangelicals, said: “The language of 
extremism is a recipe for chaos and division. 
 

“This poll shows the scale of moral confusion in our 
society with the public having no way of deciding 
whether something is extreme or not.  “It also shows 
the division that might ensue if the government 
persists in trying to use extremism as a way of 
regulating peaceful ideas in society. 
 

“Detached from terrorism and incitement to violence, 
extremism does not work as a litmus test for judging 
peaceful beliefs and opinions," Dr Landrum said. 
 

Full text at www.cathnews.com 

FEAST OF THE WEEK 
 

25 July - St. James, apostle 
26 July - Sts Joachim and Anne 
29 July - St Martha 

St. Joseph College Mass 

Sunday, 30 July 2017 at 5pm 

Propagation of the Faith Appeal 2017 
There will be a special collection next weekend,  

29-30 July. Donation envelopes are available in the 
Narthex table. 

DAY OF PRAYER FOR CARE AND RESPECT  
AT THE END OF LIFE, 6 AUGUST 

Archbishop Denis Hart has asked us to respond to the 
imminent vote in our State Parliament on euthanasia and 
assisted suicide, with a day of prayer on Sunday, 6 August.  
It is expected the legislation will come before the 
Victorian Parliament very soon after. 

M E N S  G R O U P   

Movie Night in the Narthex 
Monday, 24 July, 7:30pm 

 

Film:  Hacksaw Ridge starring Mel Gibson 
 

Nibbles will be provided          BYO Comfortable chair 
All Welcome 


