
 

 

               

ACCLAMATION  
Alleluia, alleluia!  

Jesus preached the Good News of the kingdom  
and healed all who were sick. 

Alleluia!  

Next Week’s Readings 
 

1st Reading: Isaiah  22:19-23 
2nd Reading: Romans 11:33-36 
Gospel : Matthew 16:13-20 

RESPONSE  
 

O God, let all  
the nations  
praise you! 
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STUBBORN LIKE JESUS? 
We humans can be stubborn. We can think we know ourselves so well. We 
sometimes need people to pester us until we open our minds and reconsider our 
values or goals. We’re just like Jesus in this week’s Gospel. 
 

Jesus seems stubborn and closed-minded, although there may be more going on 
in the story than we know about. He seems entirely focused on his mission to 
the Jews – until the Canaanite woman urges him to reconsider. Some scripture 
scholars argue that this story really does reflect how Jesus learned about his 
mission from others who challenged him. 
 

He was fully human. Like us, he had to learn about himself and his talents. It 
also took him time to understand God’s role for him. He didn’t know all of this 
from birth. 
 

Here’s the challenge for us. If Jesus needed others to help him learn more about 
himself, don’t we? Think about that this week. When someone disagrees with you, don’t be stubborn. Listen. 
Don’t be defensive when someone challenges you. Look within. Don’t turn down the opportunity to try new 
retreats, youth groups, or community service experiences. Open your mind and go. 
 

Quite often, God calls us to be people we’re called to be – and leads us to the fulfilling life planned for us – 
through others who disagree, challenge, or invite us. Keep your eyes and ears open this week. A “Canaanite 
woman” just might come across your path.                                                                                               Excerpt from Gospel Connection of GPBS available at www.mailchi.mp 

PLEASE PRAY FOR THE FOLLOWING AND THEIR FAMILIES    

POPE ENTRUSTS TO 
MARY VICTIMS OF 

DISASTERS AND 
CONFLICT  

In a week in which 
natural disasters, war 
and racial conflicts 

dominated the headlines, Pope Francis prayed that Mary 
would bring peace to a divided world, CNS reports. 
 

After reciting the Angelus prayer on the feast of the 
Assumption, the Pope asked Mary to obtain “for 
everyone consolation and a future of serenity and 
harmony.” 
 

“To Mary, Queen of Peace – who we contemplate today 
in the glory of paradise – I entrust once again the 
anxieties and sorrows of the people who suffer in many 
parts of the world due to natural disasters, social tensions 
or conflicts,” the Pontiff told thousands of pilgrims 
gathered in St Peter's Square. 
 

Francis did not name any specific location, but as he 
spoke, the search for survivors continued in Sierra Leone 
after a devastating mudslide engulfed the outskirts of the 
capital, Freetown, killing more than 300 people. 
Flooding and landslides also struck southern Nepal, 
killing at least 70 people. 
 

God accomplishes “great things with humble people,” 
the Pope said, inviting people to reflect on the state of 
their own humility. 
Full text is available at www.cathnews.com 

GUAM FAITHFUL 
PRAY FOR PEACE 

AMID MISSILE 
THREAT  

 

Across Guam — 
where nearly 

everyone is Catholic — priests prayed for peace this 
weekend as residents of the US Pacific island 
territory faced a missile threat from North Korea, The 
Washington Post reports. 
 

Archbishop Michael Byrnes instructed priests in 
Guam’s 26 churches to offer prayers for peace 
between the two nations and courage for military 
forces on the island. He asked for prayers for “just 
resolution of differences, and prudence in both 
speech and action.” 
 

Guam’s Catholic faithful attended Sunday Mass after 
several days of dramatic rhetoric between the two 
nuclear-armed nations. US President Donald Trump 
threatened swift and forceful retaliation against North 
Korea, declaring the US military “locked and 
loaded”. 
 

There hasn’t been any widespread anxiety among 
Guam residents, even after Pyongyang vowed to 
complete a plan to attack waters near the island by 
mid-August. 
Full text is available at www.cathnews.com 

BISHOPS ASK FOR PEACE AFTER WHITE 
NATIONALIST RALLY TURNS DEADLY 

 

The bishop from the Catholic Diocese of Richmond, 
Virginia called for peace following violence in 
Charlottesville late on 11 August and subsequent events 
at the University of Virginia that left at least one person 
dead after a car ploughed into a crowd on the afternoon 
of 12 August during a white nationalist rally. 
 

The Associated Press reported that at least 20 were 
injured and the mayor of Charlottesville confirmed one 
death in the afternoon via Twitter after the car rammed 
into the crowd of marchers. 
 

‘In the last 24 hours, hatred and violence have been on 
display in the city of Charlottesville,’ said Bishop Francis 
X. DiLorenzo in a statement. ‘I earnestly pray for peace.’ 
 

Charlottesville is in Bp DiLorenzo's diocese. 
 

Virginia's governor declared a state of emergency 12 
August when violence erupted during the ‘Unite the 
Right’ white nationalist protest against the removal of a 
statue of a Confederate general. But the trouble had 
already started the night before. The New York Times 
reported that hundreds of men and women with lit 
torches chanted anti-Semitic slogans late the previous 
day on the grounds of the University of Virginia. 
 

Cardinal Daniel N. DiNardo of Galveston-Houston, 
president of the United States Conference of Catholic 
Bishops, called the events ‘abhorrent acts of hatred,’  He 
said they are an ‘attack on the unity of our nation.’ 
Full text is available at www.melbournecatholic.org.au 

ARCHBISHOP HART: 
CONFESSION ABOVE THE LAW 

 

Melbourne Archbishop Denis Hart 
said he would risk going to jail rather 
than report allegations of child sexual 
abuse raised during confession, The 
Guardian reports. 
 

The Archbishop said the sacredness 
of communication with God during 

confession should be above the law. 
He was responding to a report from the child sex abuse 
royal commission calling for reforms that, if adopted 
by governments, would see failure to report child sex 
abuse in institutions become a criminal offence, 
extending to information given in religious 
confessions. 
 

Speaking to ABC Radio 774 in Melbourne, Archbishop 
Hart said he stood by comments he made in 2011 that 
priests would rather be jailed than violate the 
sacramental seal.  “I believe [confession] is an absolute 
sacrosanct communication of a higher order that priests 
by nature respect,” he said yesterday. 
 

“We are admitting a communication with God is of a 

higher order,” he said. “It is a sacred trust. It’s 
something those who are not Catholics find hard to 
understand but we believe it is most, most sacred and 
it’s very much part of us.” 
 

He said much of the abuse that occurred was historical 
and awareness of abuse was greater now, and he 
believed it was unlikely “anything would ever happen” 
today.  But if someone were to confess they had been 
sexually abused or they knew of someone who had 
been, Archbishop Hart said it would be adequate to 
encourage them to tell someone else outside of 
confession. For example, he would encourage a child 
to tell a teacher, who are already mandated under law 
to report. 
 

Meanwhile, Attorney-General George Brandis 

responded to the commission’s recommendations by 

saying there were “important issues of religious 

freedom” to consider. 
Full text is available at www.cathnews.com 

THANKSGIVING 
 

 Church:  $  1,891.80      Priest:  $1,056.30 
                                               (Retired Priest & Archdiocese)   

The Door to our Winter Heart 
Saturday, 26 August at 10:00am till 2:00pm 

 

Please join Jan Webster for a heart filled 
reflection morning to be held in the Narthex. 

 

Morning tea supplied                  BYO lunch 
 

Please book at the Parish Office (97292622)   
RSVP by 21 August 

Cost $10 

SPECIAL (3RD) COLLECTION FOR 
 

CatholicCare Sunday Appeal 
19- 20 August 2017 

 

Strengthening families and communities 
 

         Please be generous! 


