
 

 

PRAYER AND CONDOLENCES 
OLOL Parish Family offers its deepest condolences and prayers to Roslyn Hay and family for the passing away of her 

husband, Kevin Hay  .  His Funeral Mass will be at St. John’s Mitcham at 11:00am, Tuesday, 29 August 2017 .   
               

ACCLAMATION  
Alleluia, alleluia!  

You are Peter, the rock on which I will build my 
Church the gates of hell will not hold out against it. 

Alleluia!  

Next Week’s Readings 
 

1st Reading: Jeremiah 20:7-9 
2nd Reading: Romans 12:1-2 
Gospel : Matthew 16:21-27 

RESPONSE  
Lord, your love is 

eternal; do not 
forsake the work 

of your hands. 

  21st Sunday in Ordinary Time21st Sunday in Ordinary Time21st Sunday in Ordinary Time   
   

National Day for Migrants and RefugeesNational Day for Migrants and RefugeesNational Day for Migrants and Refugees   
   27 August 2017                                                        Year A27 August 2017                                                        Year A27 August 2017                                                        Year A   

ANNIVERSARIES:   Bernard Crawley, Frank Hickmott, Martin Kearns, Isobel  Lyons, Anthony Vassallo, Barrie Quilligan, 
Jayden Nwauzu, Cornelius McLaughlin, Leslie King, Maree Hestes, Bridget McLoughlin.  

SICK :    Mary Edmonds, Pauline Muscat, Marta Kristan, Geoff Bell, Stan Piergrosse, Ted Davies, Peter Lisle   

WHO I AM FOR YOU? 
What does the Gospel tell us? Jesus wasn’t just asking a rhetorical question. 
He wanted a response to his question who am I for you? He had spent time 
with people and some have accepted him. Peter’s was the remark of faith. 
Faith is in the  person of Jesus before any creed. Our faith is based on Jesus 
not on the church. It is knowing Jesus from the inside – knowing who he 
really is with the knowledge of the heart. 
 

The name of that openness to God’s love on the part of the people is “faith.”  
Is our faith just like a birthmark or a way of life and love?  For some it is just 
a birthmark. A label for birth, marriage and death. It has become  more like 
this in the church in many ways allows this. The church is the body  of 
people here for Christ, concerned intimately with whatever concerns people. 
 

Who is Christ for me? The question that will ground our faith.  Christ is 
bigger than the church, and God is bigger than Christ. We are here for 
partnership with the Lord in bringing on the reign of God. 
 

What would that look like? That people who care for each other and 
particularly for the old, the child, the weaker, the unborn  and the refugee. The church is the community where 
the weakest are welcomed. 
 

The son of the living God is the one who heals, cures, wants us, and is the human face of God. We are that too – 
he has no body now on earth but ours!          Excerpt from Gospel Reflection by Donal Neary SJ from www.sacredheartmessenger.com 

PLEASE PRAY FOR THE FOLLOWING AND THEIR FAMILIES    

ECLIPSE A WAY TO 
APPRECIATE CREATION, 
VATICAN ASTRONOMER 

TELLS AUDIENCE 
A total solar eclipse is a rare 
event, something to appreciate 
and enjoy in the mind of Jesuit 
Brother Guy Consolmagno, 

director of the Vatican Observatory. 
 

So as the first eclipse crossed the country from coast to 
coast in 99 years on 21 August, Brother Consolmagno 
wasn't going to do anything but take it in and think about 
the beauty and mystery of God's creation. 
 

The astronomer urged an audience in a packed Sts Peter 
and Paul Church during a pre-eclipse program in this 
southwestern Kentucky town near the point of maximum 
eclipse to take the time to reflect on what the two 
minutes and 40 seconds of totality means to them. 
 

‘Pray for good weather,’ he said to laughs. ‘But also pray 
for what God wants you to learn from the experience.’ 
 

He also said that as a scientist and a person of faith, he is 
guided by inquisitiveness to explore the heavens and the 
desire to better understand how God put the universe 
together. There is no conflict between science the faith, 
he said.  ‘Being a scientist can be a way of worshipping 
God,’ he said. 
Full article at www.melbournecatholic.org.au 

POSTIES CAUGHT IN 
PLEBISCITE STORM  

Posties have found themselves 
at the centre of the marriage 
debate, with Australia Post 
confirming they have the right 
to refuse to deliver any 
campaign material they deem to 
be offensive, The Australian reports. 
 

The Daily Telegraph reported the Communications, 
Electrical and Plumbing Union had sent a letter to 
Australia Post warning of its obligation under its own 
Act to refuse to post any mail that “does not meet 
current community standards of reasonableness, 
honesty and decency” or can be considered 
“offensive”. 
“(We) have sought clarification from Australia Post 
on how the legislation governing the dissemination of 
offensive material will be interpreted during the 
postal survey,” CEPU Communications Division 
divisional secretary Greg Rayner said in the letter. 
“We are seeking clarification of Australia Post’s 
plans, if any, to mitigate against a heightened risk to 
employee welfare while undertaking duties 
associated with this extraordinary process.” 
The Australian reports that Australia Post later 
clarified the company’s rules around material 
distribution.  Full report at www.cathnews.com 

AUSTRALIA’S CATHOLICS RESPOND 
GENEROUSLY TO GLOBAL POVERTY 

Thousands of generous supporters, including generous 
individuals, school children and parishes across the 
country, have joined in solidarity with the world’s poor, 
donating $11 million to Caritas Australia’s Project 
Compassion Lenten campaign. 
 

Held annually over the six weeks of Lent, Project 
Compassion seeks to help end poverty, promote justice 
and uphold dignity and this year took on the theme of 
‘Love your Neighbour.’ 
 

Project Compassion is one of Australia’s largest 
humanitarian fundraising and awareness raising 
campaigns. Caritas Australia CEO, Paul O’Callaghan 
said that he had been overwhelmed by the generous 
response to this year’s appeal from supporters in every 
Australian state and territory.  ‘Project Compassion is an 
ongoing demonstration of faith and generosity that has 
enabled Caritas Australia to help millions of people to 
change their lives,’ Mr O’Callaghan said.  ‘This money 
will ensure that Caritas can continue to work with those 
most marginalised in more than 29 countries globally, 
across Africa, Asia, Latin America, the Pacific, and with 
Australia’s First Peoples.’        
Full text at www.melbournecatholic.org.au  

STATEMENT OF 
ARCHBISHOP TIMOTHY 

COSTELLOE SDB ON  
SAME-SEX MARRIAGE  

 

As Chair of the Australian 
Catholic Bishops Commission 
for Education, I made the 
following statement on Friday in 

response to a request from Fairfax Media for comment 
on issues in relation to the same-sex marriage debate 
as it may impact on Catholic schools:  
 

Catholic schools are committed to being welcoming 
and inclusive communities for students, families and 
staff. They are operated under the auspices of the 
Catholic Church in Australia and seek to provide a 
quality education within the context of the Catholic 
faith. An essential element of that faith is the Church’s 
teachings about marriage. 
 

Families who choose a Catholic education for their 
children understand that Catholic schools always seek 

to be expressions of this Catholic world view and 
that their children will be educated within a Catholic 
framework. 
 

Those who seek employment in Catholic schools also 
understand the nature of Catholic schools as faith-
based schools. In accepting a role in a Catholic 
school 
staff will recognise their responsibility to conduct 
themselves in such a way as not to undermine the 
fundamental ethos of the school. Like all other 
employers, the Catholic Church should be able to 
ensure its values are upheld by those who choose to 
work for the organisation. 
 

Individual Catholic Bishops will, in consultation with 
their Directors of Catholic education and other 
advisers in their own jurisdictions, make decisions 
about how to manage any issues that may arise, should 
the legal definition of marriage be changed to include 
same-sex couples.  
 

Full report at www.melbournecatholic.org.au 

THANKSGIVING 
 

 Church:  $  1,684.70       Priest:  $1,145.20 
                                               (Retired Priest & Archdiocese)   

Who do you say Who do you say Who do you say 
that I am?that I am?that I am?   

“You are “You are “You are ChristChristChrist, the , the , the    

Son of the living God”Son of the living God”Son of the living God”   

 

Feasts of the WeekFeasts of the WeekFeasts of the Week   
 

28 August - St Augustine 
29 August - The Passion of St John the Baptist 
1 September - Spring Ember Day 

EMBER DAYS  
Mark the beginning of each of the four seasons.  

In Australia, the Church observes the first 
Fridays of Autumn and Spring (March and 

September) as SPECIAL DAYS OF PRAYER AND 
PENANCE, focussing on the environment, the 

seasons and God’s providence. 

Guild of St. Stephen Diocesan Conference  
Altar Servers Annual Conference 

24-27 September 2017 
Sacred Heart Parish Croydon 

 

Cost: $200 (with overnight); $130 (no overnight) 
Application form is available in the Narthex table 
and must be submitted on or before 15 September. 


