
 

 

              

ACCLAMATION  
Alleluia, alleluia!  

May the Father of our Lord Jesus Christ enlighten the 
eyes of our heart, that we might see how great is the 

hope to which we are called.  Alleluia!  

Next Week’s Readings 
 

1st Reading: Ezekiel 33:7-9 
2nd Reading: Romans 13:8-10 
Gospel : Matthew 18:15-20 

RESPONSE  
 

My soul is 
thirsting for you, 
O Lord my God. 

  22nd Sunday in Ordinary Time22nd Sunday in Ordinary Time22nd Sunday in Ordinary Time   
Father’s DayFather’s DayFather’s Day      

3 September 2017                                                             Year A3 September 2017                                                             Year A3 September 2017                                                             Year A   

ANNIVERSARIES:   Joseph Den Elzen, Matilda Willersen- Frieling, Maurice Angland, Joe Steane,  Mark Kowacki  

SICK :    Mary Edmonds, Pauline Muscat, Marta Kristan, Geoff Bell, Stan Piergrosse, Ted Davies, Peter Lisle   

TAKE UP YOUR CROSS AND FOLLOW ME 
This week’s readings make it clear that discipleship isn’t easy. But they also 
reassure us that the cost of following Jesus is always a cost worth paying. Even 
when taking up our cross brings real suffering, God is there, offering us 
something far greater – the promise of life in all its fullness. 
 

Today’s Gospel moves on from previous weeks by speaking of Jerusalem and the 
cross. Jesus warns the disciples that he must suffer, and Peter is rebuked when he 
tries to dissuade him. 
 

Following Jesus now means letting go of our own self-centered lives, but in doing 
so we become open to a new and much fuller life of love and freedom, lived in 
the Lord. 
 

We might pray this week to be ever more open to Jesus’s call to us to help him 
carry the cross, and we ask him to help us respond to that call with joy and 
generosity.      
Excerpt from Reflection based on Prego by St Beuno’s Outreach in the Diocese of Wrexham available in www.australiancatholics.com.au  

PLEASE PRAY FOR THE FOLLOWING AND THEIR FAMILIES    

ARCHBISHOP CLARIFIES STANCE: 
NO SACKING THREAT FOR STAFF 

IN SAME-SEX MARRIAGE 
 

Archbishop Denis Hart spoke with 
3AW’s Neil Mitchell to offer clarity on 
the Church’s position on same-sex 
marriage, and what it would mean for 
employees of the church if same-sex 

marriage laws were passed in Australia. 
 

Earlier this month, Fairfax media reported that staff 
working for the Catholic Church—including doctors, 
nurses, teachers—entering into a same-sex marriage 
would be at risk of losing their jobs. But in the said 
interview revealed that these comments, and those 
drawing the most attention, weren’t in fact spoken at all. 
‘I said, “that’s best dealt with at a local level”,’ 
Archbishop Hart clarified. ‘I said nothing whatever about 
sackings.’  When asked if he would be comfortable with 
nurses and doctors in a Catholic hospital who were in a 
gay marriage, Archbishop Hart replied, ‘I’ve got no 
difficulty about that.’ Schools were a similar matter. 
According to the Archbishop, if gay marriage were 
legalised and a teacher entered into a marriage with a 
same-sex partner, there would be no question whether 
their position as a teacher was at risk. ‘We’re not 
entering into their private lives,’ the Archbishop said, 
adding that his concern was whether they were willing to 
teach Catholic teaching in schools.    
Full report at www.melbournecatholic.org.au 

POPE FRANCIS MYANMAR VISIT IMPORTANT 
FOR RECONCILIATION 

Catholic Mission has welcomed the announcement 
made this week that Pope Francis will visit Myanmar 
in November.  National Director Father Brian Lucas 
says the visit will help to reinforce the work of the 
Church in Myanmar and strengthen reconciliation 
efforts.  ‘We are very pleased to hear confirmation 
that Pope Francis will be visiting Myanmar,’ Father 
Lucas said. ‘It is especially encouraging for Cardinal 
Maung Bo who has been a strong advocate for his 
people and for peace. We hope this visit provides an 
impetus for reconciliation.’ 
 

The Catholic Church has been increasingly active in 
its contributions to healthcare and education in 
Myanmar, as the country struggles to deal with the 
impacts of six decades of civil unrest and the 
troubling situation of the Rohingya people. 
 

Father Lucas said the Pope’s visit will raise the 
profile of the Church’s work in Myanmar.  
Full report at www.melbournecatholic.org.au HURRICANE HARVEY 

STOPS SUNDAY MASS  
With floodwater as high as 
six metres from swelling 
bayous and waterways, 
thousands of homes in the 
Archdiocese of Galveston-

Houston flooded as Tropical Storm Harvey continued to 
batter southeast Texas yesterday, CNS reports. 
 

Bishops from dioceses along the mid-Texas Gulf Coast, 
including Victoria and Galveston-Houston, granted 
dispensations from regular Mass Sunday obligations on 
the weekend. 
 

The storm, which made landfall a day earlier as a 
Category 4 hurricane, was downgraded to a tropical 
storm and claimed at least four lives. The record-
breaking rainfall, as much as 70cms over 24 hours in 
four counties in the archdiocese, was “unprecedented” 
and “catastrophic,” according to the National Hurricane 
Centre. The region typically sees about 49 inches of rain 
in a year.  Full report at www.cathnews.com 

POPE: CATHOLIC SOCIAL 
TEACHING CAN CONTRIBUTE 
TO BUILDING JUST SOCIETY 
 

Catholic politicians should be 
guided by the church's moral and 
social teachings when crafting 
legislation, Pope Francis said. 

Meeting with participants in the annual meeting of the 
International Catholic Legislators Network on 27 
August, the pope said that church teaching can 
contribute to a more humane and just society, but only 
if the church is allowed a voice in answering ‘the 
great questions of society in our time.’ 
 

‘The laws that you enact and apply ought to build 
bridges of dialogue between different political 
perspectives, also when responding to precise aims in 
order to promote greater care for the defenseless and 
the marginalized, especially toward the many who are 
forced to leave their countries, as well as to promote a 
correct human and natural ecology,’ the pope said 
according to Vatican Radio. 
 

Founded in 2010 by Austrian Cardinal Christoph 
Schonborn of Vienna and British parliamentarian Sir 
David Alton, the Catholic Legislators Network meets 
annually ‘to discuss the promotion of Christian 
principles in the political arena,’ according to the 
organization's website. 
Full text available at www.melbournecatholic.org.au 

THANKSGIVING 
 

  
Church:  $ 1,813.95       Priest:  1,031.00 
                                               (Retired Priest & Archdiocese)   

A Big Thank You to all who responded to 

CatholicCare Appeal 2017 .   

Feast of the Nativity of the 
Blessed Virgin Mary 

8 September 
 

‘She is the flower of the field from 
whom bloomed the precious lily of 
the valley.  Through her birth the 

nature inherited from our first 
parents is changed.” 

~ St. Augustine 

TTThe greatest he greatest he greatest GGGift ift ift    
I ever had came from God I ever had came from God I ever had came from God 

and I call himand I call himand I call him   

   DadDadDad    

MEN’S GROUP DINNER 
Monday, 18 September, 7:00PM 

In the Narthex 
All Welcome ! 

FATHER’S DAY 
Today we give thanks for our earthly fathers and 
pray for them. Let’s also give thanks for our 
spiritual fathers who serve the people of our 
parishes and communities so generously and well.  
 

Today let’s also remember and pray for two new 
‘spiritual fathers’ who will be ordained as priests 
on Saturday September 9 at 10am at St Patrick’s 
Cathedral.  
 

Please remember in your prayers Deacons Toan 
Nguyen and Anil Mascarenhas as they prepare for 
priestly ordination next week. All are welcome to 
the Cathedral for the Ordination Mass.  
 

Please pray for more vocations from our parishes 
and communities in Melbourne.  

And anyone who does 
not take his cross and 

follow me is not worthy 
of me  

PRAYER GROUP 
All are welcome to join in the discussion on voting Yes or 

No on Same-Sex Marriages on Wednesday,  
6 September, 7:00PM - 9:30PM in the Narthex 

FOR SAFETY AND SECURITY REASONS, 
EFFECTIVE IMMEDIATELY, WE WILL BE 
CLOSING THE CHURCH WHEN NOT IN 
USE.  SHOULD YOU NEED TO ENTER 
THE CHURCH DURING THOSE TIME, 

YOU MAY COORDINATE WITH FR. SEBASTIAN OR 
IN THE PARISH OFFICE.  ADORATION CHAPEL 
SHALL REMAIN OPEN DURING THE DAY. 


