
 

 

              

ACCLAMATION  
Alleluia, alleluia!  

I give you a new commandment: love one 
another as I have loved you. 

 Alleluia!  

Next Week’s Readings 
 

1st Reading: Isaiah 55:6-9 
2nd Reading: Philippians 1:20-24,27 

Gospel : Matthew 20:1-16 

RESPONSE  
The Lord is kind 

and merciful; slow 
to anger and rich in 

compassion. 
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THE LORD IS COMPASSION AND LOVE 
Our faith is based on a living covenant with the God of compassion and love. 
Christ invites us to be drawn deeper into the flow of this eternal covenant of 
love.  The first reading from the book of Ecclesiasticus urges us to let go of 
anger, hate and resentment. True forgiveness from our heart will set us free 
from these destructive urges. 
 

Today's psalm is a song of thanks and celebration of God's healing love. God 
crowns us with a compassionate love that liberates us from fear and guilt. 
 

St Paul, in his letter to the Romans (second reading), teaches us that as 
Christians, the life we live has a profound impact on others. We belong to the 
Lord both in life and in death. 
 

The challenging parable on forgiveness in today's Gospel reminds us that God 
has an immense capacity to forgive us our sins. It is only if we choose not to 
forgive that we will cut ourselves off from the flow of compassion and love 
that comes from God. 
 

In this coming week, let us pray for each other, that we might have the grace to be set free from anything that 
holds us back from fully embracing God's forgiveness. 
 

Excerpt from Gospel Reflections available at www.australiancatholics.com.au; image by www.breadsite.org 

PLEASE PRAY FOR THE FOLLOWING AND THEIR FAMILIES    

VICTORIAN MPS 
PREPARE TO DEBATE 

ASSISTED SUICIDE BILL  
 

Voluntary euthanasia laws 
may come before Victoria’s 
parliament next week, the 
Herald Sun reports. 

The Herald Sun understands the government is considering 
bringing the draft bill to the Legislative Assembly on the 
next sitting week, which begins next Tuesday. 
This would allow MPs and the public to consider the 
controversial law before a likely emotional debate in the 
Lower House in mid-October. If the bill passes the 
Assembly, the Legislative Council would consider it in 
November.  The laws would apply only to terminally ill 
adult patients of sound mind who have made a request of 
doctors on three separate occasions. 
Full report at www.cathnews.com 

MINISTERS IGNORE HOWARD WARNING ON 
RELIGIOUS PROTECTIONS  

Senior ministers confirmed that no bill outlining 
religious protections would be endorsed by the 
government until after the same-sex marriage survey 
result was declared, The Australian reports. 
 

The decision flies in the face of a warning from 
former prime minister John Howard, revealed in The 
Weekend Australian, calling for religious protections 
to be outlined before the end of the postal survey so 
Australians could participate with the full knowledge 
of what they were voting for. 
 

Sydney Archbishop Anthony Fisher OP yesterday 
lamented that “real efforts” were being made to shut 
down certain points of view, when those who 
supported traditional marriage should feel free to 
defend their beliefs in public. 
Full report at www.cathnews.com 

POPE: LEAVE YOUR COMFORT 
ZONE AND REACH OUT TO 

OTHERS  
Pope Francis told Colombian 
Catholics that faith is not measured 
by how well they follow rules, but 
by the depth of their prayer life and 
the degree to which it pushes them to 

share the Gospel, CNS reports. 
In his homily in Medellin, Francis said that when 
Jesus' disciples first began following him, they had to 
go through a process of conversion and purification, 
changing the way they saw the relationship between 
Jewish law and faith in God. 
"Some of the precepts, prohibitions and mandates 
made them feel secure," the Pope said. "Fulfilling 
certain practices and rites dispensed them from the 
uncomfortable question: 'What would God like us to do?'" 
Following Jesus and sharing the good news of 
salvation in him, he said, means leaving one's comfort 
zone and going out, encountering others and 
concretely showing them God's love. 
"It is of the greatest importance that we who call 
ourselves disciples not cling to a certain style or to 

particular practices that cause us to be more like some 
Pharisees than like Jesus," he said. 
The law is meant to guide people in doing good and it 
is not to be ignored, the Pontiff said. But true faith 
means going deeper, experiencing God's love, 
changing one's life and getting involved in what can 
improve the lives of others, especially the poor and 
vulnerable. 
Full report at www.cathnews.com 

THANKSGIVING 
  

Church:  $1,479.41      Priest: $1,079.80 
                                              (Retired Priest & Archdiocese)   

Feast of the Week 
 

20 September - St Andrew Kim Tae-gon & 
                         St Paul Chong Ha-sang & companions 
21 September - St Matthew 
23 September - St Pius of Pietrelcina 

MEN’S GROUP DINNER 
Monday, 23 October, 7:00PM 

In the Narthex 
All Men Welcome ! 

Wedding Jubilee Mass  
Sunday, 8th October at10am 

Are you celebrating 25, 40,50,60 or 70 years of 
marriage this year? Join us as we celebrate this 

special occasion of love and union. Please put your 
name on the sheet in the Narthex.   

FATHER TOM UZHUNNALLI 

FREED FROM KIDNAPPERS 
Father Thomas Uzhunnalil who was 

kidnapped by suspected Islamic 

terrorists 18-months ago in Yemen 

has been rescued and taken to Muscat 

and then to Rome. 

The Salesian priest was "released" 

Sept. 12 and "he is in safe hands," said a communique 

posted in the website of Apostolic Vicariate of Southern 

Arabia that covers the area. 

Bishop Paul Hinder, the Apostolic Vicar of Southern 

Arabia, confirmed that the priest who was abducted 

during the attack on a care home run by the Missionaries 

of Charity in Aden on March 4, 2016 has been released. 

Father Uzhunnalil has been flown to Rome, where he 

will spend some time to recover from the 18-month 

ordeal before heading for India, and to his home state 

Kerala, Salesian officials in Bangalore said. 

Full report at www.ucanin.in 

I tell you that you forgive 
not seven times but 
seventy- seven times  

~ Jesus 

As we celebrate Social Justice Sunday, let 
us pause to reflect on how Catholic 

parishes and organisations are responding 
to the Gospel call to loving service to those 

among us who are vulnerable or 
marginalised. 

 

 “This is what God asks of you: to act justly,  
to love tenderly, and to walk humbly  

with your God” (Micah 6:8)  Parish Dinner 
Sunday, 15 October at 6pm 

More details to be announced next week 

PEOPLE OF FAITH LEAD LARGEST 
GRASSROOTS CLIMATE PETITION IN 

AUSTRALIA’S HISTORY 
Some 25,000 people have signed a petition led by 
faith communities calling for stronger action on 
climate change. Muslims, Christians, Jews, Buddhists 
and Hindus have been pounding the nation’s 
pavements collecting signatures in mosques, 
churches, high schools and local businesses in what 
may be one of the largest grassroots, multi-electorate 
climate petitions in our nation’s history. 
In a symbol of unity, faith leaders from the Hindu, 
Sikh, Buddhist, Quaker and Christian communities 
gathered on the lawns of Parliament House, Canberra 
to call for strong bi-partisan action on climate 
change.  The petitions called upon our political 
leaders to support deeper reductions in greenhouse 
gas emissions, a faster transition to a clean energy 
economy and better support for our poorest 
neighbours grappling with the impacts of climate 
change.  Full report at www.melbournecatholic.org.au 


