
 

 

           
    

ACCLAMATION  
Alleluia, alleluia!  

Live in me and let me live in you, says the 
Lord; my branches bear much fruit. 

   Alleluia!  

Next Week’s Readings 
 

1st Reading: Ezekiel 34:11-12, 15-17 
2nd Reading: 1 Corinthians  15:20-26,28 
Gospel : Matthew 25:31-46  

RESPONSE  
Happy are those 

who fear the 

Lord. 
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SICK :    Mary Edmonds, Marta Kristan, Geoff Bell, Ted Davies, Peter Lisle, Margaret Ratcliffe   

WE NEED TO TRUST GOD ENOUGH TO MAKE USE OF THE GIFTS AND 

ABILITIES WE HAVE BEEN GIVEN 
This penultimate Sunday of the liturgical year reminds us not only of the end of the 
liturgical year but also of the end of all things and of the preparations we need to 
make to reach Heaven.  The main theme of the three readings is an invitation to 
live in such a way that we make the best use of the talents God has given us, so that 
at the hour of our death Our Lord will say: “Well done, my good and faithful 
servant!... Come and share the joy of your master” Matthew 25: 21). 
 

Today’s Gospel challenges us to ask the questions: Are we using our talents and 
gifts primarily to serve God?  Are we doing everything we can to carry out God’s 
will? The parable of the talents challenges us to do something positive, constructive 
and life-affirming with our talents here and now.  
 

We need to trust God enough to make use of the gifts and abilities we have been given.   We may be especially 
talented in teaching children or cooking meals or repairing homes or programming computers.  So, we should 
ask ourselves how we are using our particular gifts in the service of our Christian community and the wider 
society.   
Excerpt from Fr. Tony Kadavil’s homily on Mt 25:14-30 available at www.cbci.in/Sunday-reflection 

PLEASE PRAY FOR THE FOLLOWING AND THEIR FAMILIES    

 

Last Wednesday, the result of the 
Australian Marriage Law Postal 
Survey was released where  61.6 per 
cent of Australians have voted to 

legalise same-sex marriage with 7.8 million people 
responding Yes, and 4.8 million voting No. An 
estimated 79 per cent of Australians took part in the vote. 
 

On behalf of the Australian Catholic Bishops 
Conference and the Archdiocese of Melbourne, 
Archbishop Denis Hart released a statement which 
read as follows: 
 

‘Parliament must work to unify Australians by 
respecting different views on marriage. The Catholic 
Church, and many others who sought to retain the 
definition of marriage as it has been understood for 
centuries, continues to view marriage as a special 
union between a woman and a man, which allows for 
the creation and nurture of children,’ Archbishop Hart 

said.  ‘A change in civil law does not change the 
Catholic understanding of the nature of marriage.  
 

‘The Catholic Church continues to respect the dignity 
of LGBTIQ Australians and our ministries will 
continue to care deeply about the dignity and value of 
all people we encounter. 
 

‘Parliamentarians must recognise and respect the 
concerns of the more than 4.8 million Australians who 
opposed a change to the definition of marriage by 
putting in place strong conscience and religious 
freedom protections.  
 

‘These protections must ensure that Australians can 
continue to express their views on marriage, that faith-
based schools can continue to teach the traditional 
understanding of marriage and that organisations can 
continue to operate in a manner that is consistent with 
those values.’ 
Full text available at www.melbournecatholic.org.au 

THANKSGIVING 
Church:  $ 1,623.15  Priest:  $ 888.50                           
                                             (Retired Priest & Archdiocese)   

  

POPE FRANCIS: MASS IS A TIME 
OF SILENCE AND PRAYER, NOT 

IDLE CHITCHAT 
Mass is the highest form of prayer and 
not an appropriate moment for small talk, 
Pope Francis said. 
 

At church, Catholics should spend their 
time in silence before Mass, preparing ‘to meet with 
Jesus’ instead of engaging in ‘chitchat,’ the pope said 
on 15 November during his weekly general audience. 
 

The pope continued his new series of audience talks on 
the Mass, reflecting on the Eucharist as a form of 
prayer that is ‘the highest, the most sublime and, at the 
same time, the most concrete’ way of encountering 
God's love. 
 

Pope Francis said the Mass is also a gift and a 
consolation where Christians discover that God's 
greatest surprise is that he ‘loves us even in our 
weakness.’ 
 

‘The Lord encounters our frailty,’ the pope said. ‘This 
is the environment of the Eucharist. This is prayer.’ 
 

Full text and video at www.melbournecatholic.org.au 

ALTAR SERVER MEETING  
(CURRENT AND PROSPECTIVE)  

ON 26TH NOVEMBER AT 11:00 AM 
 

Note to Parents:  Please encourage your 
children  to be a part of our Altar Server 

ANNIVERSARIES:   Mona Barron, Mary McKelvey, Walerian Rybak, Jack O’ Sullivan, Euan Trainer, Perry Rode,  

Brian Thurley, Lily Solc, Noel Bound, Brian Brady, Paula Brady, Michael Feyen, Frieda Dyck. 

Feasts  of  the Week 
 

21 November - The Presentation of BV Mary 
22 November - St Cecilia 
24 November - Sts Andrew Dung-Lac  & comp. 

 

CHURCH COMMUNITY SERVICE PROVIDERS 
CONDEMN WELFARE REFORM BILL 

 

UnitingCare Australia, Catholic Social Services 
Australia and Anglicare Australia have joined together 
to condemn the Federal Government’s Welfare Reform 
Bill saying a majority of the measures contained within 
the Bill will further punish and demonise people who 
are already on low incomes and need support.  
 

The Bill (Social Services Legislation Amendment 
(Welfare Reform) Bill 2017) which comes before the 
Senate and the leaders of the major church providers 
group, whose members provide social services to more 
than 1.5 million Australians each year, want Senators 
to recognise their concerns with the Bill. 
 

Full text and video at www.melbournecatholic.org.au 

“We are a child safe Parish”“We are a child safe Parish”“We are a child safe Parish”    

MELBOURNE ARCHBISHOP DENIS HART STATEMENT ON THE RESULTS OF THE  
AUSTRALIAN MARRIAGE LAW POSTAL SURVEY 

 

ANY CHANGE TO MARRIAGE LAW MUST INCLUDE PROTECTIONS FOR 
RELIGIOUS FREEDOM 

Recently Deceased: OLOL Parish Family offers its heartfelt condolences and prayers to Beth Baranda and her family at 
                                                 the passing away of her mother, Estrella.  

CATHOLIC DEAF APPEAL 2017 
There will be a special collection for the Catholic 

Deaf appeal at all Masses this weekend. 
Thank you for your generosity.  

A NOINTI NG MA SS A NOINTI NG MA SS A NOINTI NG MA SS    

Saturday, 2 December 2017, 2:30pm  
 

Followed by an afternoon tea in the Narthex 
 

For any assistance needed, please contact  
Bernadette at 0402728338 or Thea at 97294327 

STOP TAKING SMARTPHONE SNAPSHOTS 

DURING MASS 
The Mass is not a show, but a beautiful, transformative 
encounter with the true loving presence of Christ, Pope 
Francis said.  That is why people need to focus their 
hearts on God, not focus their smartphones for pictures 
during Mass, he said. 
 

When the priest celebrating Mass says, ‘Let us lift up 
our hearts,’ he is not saying, ‘lift up our cellphones and 
take a picture. No. It's an awful thing’ to do, the pope 
said during his weekly general audience in St Peter's 
Square. 
 

 ‘It makes me so sad when I celebrate (Mass) in the 
square or in the basilica and I see so many cellphones in 
the air. And not just by the lay faithful, some priests and 
bishops, too,’ he said.  ‘Please, Mass is not a show. It is 
going to encounter the Passion, the resurrection of the 
Lord,’ he said to applause. 
Full text at www.melbournecatholic.org.au 

Blessing of  
OLOL School’s  

New Facade  
will take place on 

Monday, 27th November 
at 9:45am  

Parents and parishioners 
are kindly invited. 

COMBINED CATHOLIC PARISHES RAFFLE 2018COMBINED CATHOLIC PARISHES RAFFLE 2018COMBINED CATHOLIC PARISHES RAFFLE 2018      

Ticket Price: $ 2 
Deadline of registration this weekend 

First 3 prizes are cars 


