
 

 

           
    

ACCLAMATION  
Alleluia, alleluia!  

The Spirit of the Lord is upon me; he sent me to 
bring Good News to the poor.    

Alleluia!  

Next Week’s Readings 
1st Reading: 2 Samuel 7:1-5, 8-12, 14,16 

2nd Reading: Romans 16:25-27 

Gospel : Luke 1:26-38 

RESPONSE  
 

My soul rejoices 
in my God. 

Third Sunday of  AdventThird Sunday of  AdventThird Sunday of  Advent    
17 December 2017                                                            Year B17 December 2017                                                            Year B17 December 2017                                                            Year B   

SICK :    Mary Edmonds, Marta Kristan, Geoff Bell, Ted Davies, Maryan and Peter Lisle, Margaret Ratcliffe , Ray Robinson 

WE NEED TO BEAR WITNESS TO CHRIST THE LIGHT  
Today’s Gospel tells us that John the Baptist came to bear witness to Jesus as the 
Light of the world. The Baptizer wants all the Jews to rejoice because the long-
expected Messiah, as the light of the world, will remove the darkness of sin from the 
world.  We rejoice at the humility of John the Baptizer who tells the Sanhedrin 
members challenging him that he is unworthy even to become the slave of Jesus the 
Messiah. We also rejoice in the sincerity and commitment of John who spent himself 
completely in preparing people for the long-awaited messiah. We have an additional 
reason to rejoice because, like John the Baptizer, we, too, are chosen to bear witness 
to Christ Jesus, the Light of the world.  
Our mission as brothers and sisters of Christ and members of his Church is to reflect 
Christ’s Light to others, just as the moon reflects the light of the sun.   It is especially 
important during the Advent season that we reflect Christ’s sharing love and his unconditional 
forgiveness.  There are too many people who live in darkness and poverty, and who lack real freedom because 
of their evil addictions and bad choices.  There are others who are deafened and blinded by the cheap attractions 
of the world.  Many others feel lonely, unwanted, rejected, and marginalized.  Let us bring the true Light of 
Christ to illumine the lives of all these brothers and sisters during this Advent season through our sharing love, 
overflowing mercy, unconditional forgiveness and humble service. We will be able to accomplish this 
witnessing mission of radiating Christ’s Light only by repenting of our sins, asking God’s pardon every day and 
renewing our lives by our daily prayers, by frequenting the Sacrament of Reconciliation, by attending and 
taking part in the Eucharistic celebration, by reading the Bible daily in meditative, prayerful fashion and by 
performing the corporal and spiritual works of mercy where we see these are needed.  
 

Excerpt from Fr. Tony Kadavil’s homily on John 1:6-8, 19-28 available at www.cbci.in/Sunday-reflection 

PLEASE PRAY FOR THE FOLLOWING AND THEIR FAMILIES    

 

Pope Francis says that a 
Nativity scene and a 
Christmas tree, like those 
displayed in St Peter's Square, 
are visible reminders of God's 

benevolence and closeness to all men and women. 
Traditional Christmas displays are ‘the signs of the 
heavenly Father's compassion, of his participation and 
closeness to humanity who experience not being 
abandoned in dark times, but instead visited and 
accompanied in their difficulties,’ the pope said this 
week. He was meeting delegations from Poland and 
Italy who were responsible for the 2017 Vatican 
Christmas tree and Nativity scene. 
‘Every year, the Christmas Nativity scene and tree 
speak to us through their symbolic language. They 
make more visible what is captured in the experience 
of the birth of the Son of God,’ Pope Francis said. 
Thanking the members of the Polish delegation, the 

pope said the tree's soaring height ‘motivates us to 
reach out 'toward the highest gifts'‘ and to rise above 
the clouds to experience ‘how beautiful and joyful it is 
to be immersed in the light of Christ’. 
Full report at www.melbournecatholic.org.au 

THANKSGIVING 
Church:  $1,651.66    Priest: $1,160.00                              
                                                (Retired Priest & Archdiocese)   

ANNIVERSARIES:   James Hogan, Theodora Franken, Alfredo Russo, Myrtle Angland, Denis Measki, Joseph McCarthy, 
Joanne Clothier, Thomas Vail  

“We are a child safe Parish”“We are a child safe Parish”“We are a child safe Parish”    

POPE: NATIVITY SCENES AND CHRISTMAS TREES  
ARE VISIBLE SIGNS OF GOD’S COMPASSION 

3rd Sunday of Advent Prayer 
 

Joy-filled Giver of Life,  
let the anticipation of your birth 

fill us with overflowing joy.  May 
our excitement and anticipation be 
a sign to the world that you are 

always near.  Amen. 

 

HOLY LAND CHRISTIAN LEADER: TRUMP’S 
JERUSALEM DECISION WILL CAUSE ‘EXPLOSION’ 

 

The Holy Land’s most senior Roman Catholic bishop 
has spoken out against President Trump’s decision to 
move the US Embassy to Jerusalem. 
 

Talking to Catholic charity Aid to the Church in Need, 
Archbishop Pierbattista Pizzaballa, Apostolic 
Administrator of the Latin Patriarchate of Jerusalem, 
warned that the move could increase tensions in the 
region. He said: ‘I think that this will create a big 
problem, an explosion in all of the Arab countries 
especially the Muslim countries. Jerusalem should be 
at the end of these negotiations, not the beginning. And 
any unilateral decision will create more frustration, and 
anger and I’m afraid will bring to more violence.  
I don’t think it is wise to do it in this way.’ 
The US Congress passed legislation in 1995 to relocate 
the embassy from Tel Aviv to the City of Jerusalem, 
but every president from Bill Clinton onwards has used 
a presidential waiver to prevent the Jerusalem Embassy 
Act from taking effect. Last week, President Trump 
announced that he would not be exercising the waiver 
which his predecessors have. 
Full report at www.melbournecatholic.org.au 

Thank you to all who responded to Melbourne 
Overseas Mission Appeal last weekend.   

CLOSED COURT FOR CARDINAL PELL'S 
COMMITTAL HEARING  

 

Cardinal George Pell will face a committal hearing 
next year, with two weeks set aside for the 
complainants to give their evidence, a Melbourne court 
has heard, reports ABC News. 
The 76-year-old will face the pre-trial hearing in 
March on historical sexual offence charges, involving 
multiple complainants. No other details of the case can 
be reported for legal reasons. 
Cardinal Pell strenuously denies the allegations. 
Prosecutor Fran Dalziel told a short hearing at the 
Melbourne Magistrates' Court that a remote facility 
had been booked for a fortnight to allow the 
complainants to give evidence via video link. 
The court will be closed to the public during that part 
of the month-long proceeding, as required by law. 
 

Full report at www.cathnews.com 

Christmas Offering Envelope is now 
available in the Narthex.  Please get 
one and put it in the Collection bag or 

give it to  Fr. Sebastian or to the 
Parish Office.  Thank you! 

Advent Reconciliation 
20 December at 7:30pm 

For us to prepare appropriately for 
Christmas and the coming of Jesus, please 

take advantage of this opportunity to 
have your reconciliation. 

Flowers for Christmas 
Donations of flowers or cash for flowers 

are welcome. You may give it to 

Veronika Measki or to the Parish Office. 

CHRISTMAS NOVENA 
The Christmas Novena begins on 
17 December.  At this point, the 

Advent focus shifts to the 
Christmas story and the Virgin 

Mary.  These days serve to 
prepare more directly for the 

Lords birth.   
GNLYC 42 

This is the best time to hold 
carols services and to begin to sing 

Christmas carols in the liturgy. 

Christmas & New Year Services 2017Christmas & New Year Services 2017Christmas & New Year Services 2017---201820182018   

Weekend Masses of 23-24 December:  
 23 December - Vigil Mass at 6pm 
 24 December - Mass at 8am and 10am 
 

Christmas Masses: 
 24 December - Christmas Family Mass at  6pm 

with Nativity Play 
  Carols at 8pm and Christmas Vigil Mass at 8:30pm 
 Carols at 11:30pm 
 Christmas Midnight Mass at 12:00  
 25 December - Christmas Day Mass at 9am  
                               (No afternoon Mass)            
 

Weekend Masses of 30-31 December  
 30 December - Vigil Mass at 6pm 
 31 December - Mass at 8am, 10am, 5pm 
 

New Year Masses: 
 31 December - New Year 

Prayers & Mass at 11:30pm 
 01 January 2018 - New Year 

Day Mass at 9am 

Congratulations 
To Fr. Sebastian on his 44th anniversary 

of Ordination on 18 December. 
The OLOL Parish Family would like to 
thank you for your continued faithful 

service to the Catholic Church. 

Your reserved raffle tickets for the Combined 
Catholic Parishes Raffle 2018 is now available  

in the Piety Store. 


