
 

 

           

ACCLAMATION  
Alleluia, alleluia!  

I am the servant of the Lord:  
may his will for me be done.  

Alleluia!  

NEXT WEEK’S READINGS 
1st Reading: Genesis 15:1-6, 21:1-3 

2nd Reading: Hebrews 11:8, 11-12, 17-19 

Gospel : Luke 2:22-40 

RESPONSE  
 

For ever I will sing the 
goodness of the Lord. 
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SICK :    Mary Edmonds, Marta Kristan, Geoff Bell, Ted Davies, Maryan and Peter Lisle, Margaret Ratcliffe , Ray Robinson 

WE NEED TO SAY A COURAGEOUS AND GENEROUS “YES” TO GOD 
 

The unfolding of God's plan of salvation though history has contained many 
surprises.  Today’s Gospel surprises us by telling us that this final King would 
be born to an ordinary virgin, not by means of sexual relationship, but through 
the Holy Spirit, and that this Son of God, Jesus, would become a descendant of 
David. This would occur through Joseph, Mary’s betrothed husband and the 
legal father of her son, as Joseph was "of the House of David." The Gospel 
narrative also surprises us by reminding us that God’s promise is best fulfilled 
not in buildings, or even in great kings like Solomon, but rather in humble souls 
like Mary who trusted in God’s promise. 
 

We need to say a courageous and generous “yes” to God:  True obedience comes 
from a free choice made in the light of what is true and good. It often requires a 
great deal of courage because it can involve going against the tide of social 
expectations. True obedience also aims at putting oneself at the service of 
something/Someone that is greater than oneself by accepting what God clearly wants us to do or what He wants 
to do through us. It is by saying, with Jesus and Mary, a wholehearted and totally unconditional “Yes” to Jesus 
that he will be re-born in me or maybe even born in me for the first time. By my saying “Yes,” Jesus will be 
born or re-born in others too. 
 

Excerpt from Fr. Tony Kadavil’s homily on LUKE 1:26-38 available at www.cbci.in/Sunday-reflection 

PLEASE PRAY FOR THE FOLLOWING AND THEIR FAMILIES    

 

POPE FRANCIS SAYS  

OUR FATHER IS POORLY 

TRANSLATED 
In a video series for Italian television 

network TV2000, Pope Francis said 

that “lead us not into temptation” is a 

poorly translated line of the Our 

Father. 

“This is not a good translation,” the Pope said in the 

video, published Dec. 6. “I am the one who falls, it’s 

not (God) who pushes me toward temptation to see 

how I fall. A father doesn’t do this, a father helps us to 

get up right away.” 

He noted that this line was recently re-translated in the 

French version of the prayer to read “do not let me fall 

into temptation.” 

The Latin version of the prayer, the authoritative 

version in the Catholic Church, reads “ne nos inducas 

in tentationem.” 

The Pope said that the one who leads people into 

temptation “is Satan; that is the work of Satan.” He 

said that the essence of that line in the prayer is like 

telling God: “when Satan leads me into temptation, 

please, give me your hand. Give me your hand.” 

Just as Jesus gave Peter his hand to help him out of 

the water when he began to sink, the prayer also asks 

God to “give me your hand so that I don’t drown,” 

Pope Francis said. 

Full report is available at www.catholicworldreport.com 

THANKSGIVING 
 

Church:  $ 1,622.00   Priest: $ 810.00                            
                                                (Retired Priest & Archdiocese)   

ANNIVERSARIES:   Charles Frost, Harry Bruce, Nelly Ales, Mary Moritz, Joan Heenan, Michael Kent, Mary Mortiz 

“We are a child safe Parish”“We are a child safe Parish”“We are a child safe Parish”    

4th Sunday of Advent Prayer4th Sunday of Advent Prayer4th Sunday of Advent Prayer 
‘Lord Jesus, we approach that holy moment 

when your coming as man is renewed in our 

hearts. Give us peace and allow us to 

celebrate your presence with joy, that we 

may some day share your glory. We ask this 

of you, who lives 

and reigns with 

the Father and the 

Holy Spirit, as 

One God, now and 

forever.  

Amen.’ 

 

Feasts of the Week 
26 December - St Stephen 
27 December - St John 
28 December - The Holy Innocents 

Christmas Offering Envelope is now 
available in the Narthex.  Please get 
one and put it in the Collection bag 
or give it to  Fr. Sebastian or to the 

Parish Office.  Thank you! 
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ST PATRICK’S CATHEDRAL CHRISTMAS 
MASS LIVE STREAMING 

 

The Christmas Mass from St Patrick’s Cathedral, the 
Mass of the Nativity of Our Lord, will be live streamed 
from the cathedral again this year. 
 

Archbishop of Melbourne, Denis Hart, is principal 
celebrant at the Christmas Mass, which commences at 
9pm in St Patrick’s Cathedral, 1 Cathedral Place, East 
Melbourne. Concelebrating with the Archbishop this 
year are Melbourne's Vicar General, Monsignor Greg 
Bennet, and the Dean of St Patrick’s Cathedral, Fr 
John Salvano.  There will be a half hour of Christmas 
music and carols preceding the 9pm Mass. 
This link to watch online is available at 
www.melbournecatholic.org.au. 

AVAILABLE IN THE PIETY STORE 
 

OLOL Parish 2018 Calendar - $5 each 
Holy Bible - $10 

Raffle Tickets for Combined Catholic 
Parishes Raffle 2018 (all who have 

reservation, please get your tickets) 

Fr. Sebastian would like to thank everyone  

who came to celebrate with him his  

44th Anniversary of Ordination last Monday,  

18 December.  Special thanks to Anne Tilley and 

Jan Webster for organising this event. 

VATICAN TO STUDY  
ROYAL COMMISSION’S FINAL REPORT 

 

The Vatican has released a statement saying that the 
final report from the child abuse royal commission 
‘deserves to be studied seriously’, The Age reports.   
 

The 17-volume document from the Royal Commission 
into Institutional Responses to Child Abuse marks the 
end of one of the world's biggest inquiries into child 
abuse and leaves it to the Australian Government to 
decide whether to enact its recommendations. The 
commission's final report recommended the Catholic 
Church in Australia should request permission from the 
Vatican to introduce voluntary celibacy for the clergy 
to reduce the risk of harm to children.  It also 
recommended that religious ministers be brought into 
line with police, doctors and nurses who are all obliged 
by law to report sexual abuse. This would include any 
abuse disclosures made to clergy in confession. 
 

While not addressing the recommendations specifically, 
the press office of the Holy See did acknowledge the 
report: ‘The Holy See remains committed to being 
close to the Catholic Church in Australia—lay faithful, 
religious, and clergy alike—as they listen to and 
accompany victims and survivors in an effort to bring 
about healing and justice.’ 
 

The Vatican statement said Pope Francis had made 
clear that ‘the Church is called to be a place of 
compassion, especially for those who have suffered, 
and reaffirmed that the Church is committed to safe 
environments for the protection of all children and 
vulnerable adults.’ 
 

In a statement published Friday on the ACBC Media 
Blog, President of the Australian Catholic Bishops 
Conference and Melbourne Archbishop Denis Hart 
reiterated his ‘unconditional apology for this suffering 
and a commitment to ensuring justice for those 
affected’.  ‘This is a shameful past, in which a 
prevailing culture of secrecy and self-protection led to 
unnecessary suffering for many victims and their 
families,’ Archbishop Hart said. 
Full report available at www.melbournecatholic.org.au 

Parish Office is closed 
during the Christmas 

week and will be opened 
on 3 January 2018. 

http://www.melbournecatholic.org.au

