
 

 

           

ACCLAMATION  
Alleluia, alleluia!  

In the past God spoke to our fathers through the 
prophets; now he speaks to us through his Son. 

Alleluia!  

NEXT WEEK’S READINGS 
1st Reading: Isaiah 60:1-6 

2nd Reading: Ephesians 3:2-3, 5-6 

Gospel : Matthew 2:1-12 

RESPONSE  
 

The Lord remembers 
his covenant for 

ever. 
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SICK :    Mary Edmonds, Marta Kristan, Geoff Bell, Ted Davies, Maryan and Peter Lisle, Margaret Ratcliffe , Ray Robinson 

 

“THE CHILD GREW TO MATURITY, AND HE WAS FILLED WITH WISDOM” 
 

The time between Christmas and New Year is often family time, a good time to 

think about what family means. We try to connect with and enjoy the company of 

those with whom we have family ties, especially those who are alone or 

struggling in some way. Many parents value the extra time they are able to spend 

with their children over this period.  
 

In the Gospel, Luke depicts Mary and Joseph as observant Jews bringing their 

child to the Jerusalem Temple in accordance with the ritual requirements of the 

Law, even if the Law actually applied only to the woman who had given birth and 

not to the man.  
 

Growing up in Nazareth in the care of Mary and Joseph, the child Jesus grows to 

maturity, is filled with wisdom and God's favour is with him. Luke’s summary 

statement introduces us to the wonderful world of a grace-filled family home. It 

invites us to ponder the wisdom that both Mary and Joseph had to share with their 

child. They taught him to pray and told him the stories of his people. They filled 

him with wonder at the goodness of God and of God’s creation. They mediated the grace and favour of God and 

watched him grow and gain the strength he needed for life. They allowed him the freedom he needed to develop 

his own personality and to find his own Spirit-filled way on the earth. Finally, they had to let him go so that he 

might follow a path that was beyond their imagining when they brought him to the Temple in fulfilment of the 

Law. In other words, Mary and Joseph did what so many parents would want to do for their children. 
 

Excerpt from  Gospel reflection of Sr Veronica Lawson RSM available at www.mercyworld.org 

PLEASE PRAY FOR THE FOLLOWING AND THEIR FAMILIES    

 

POPE’S NEW YEAR PRIORITIES: 
REFUGEES, YOUTHS, TRIPS, 

MORE CURIA REFORM 
Foreign trips, a focus on the rights and 
needs of migrants and refugees and a 
Synod of Bishops dedicated to young 
people all are on the 2018 calendar for 

Pope Francis. 
 

His activities and the passions that drive them are 
familiar by now. In fact, 13 March will mark the fifth 
anniversary of his election as pope, succeeding retired 
Pope Benedict XVI. 
 

Pope Francis, newly 81, will begin 2018 with a focus 
on Mary and on migrants and refugees. 
 

As with all modern popes, Pope Francis' Marian 
devotion and his concern for people forced to flee 
their homes have been a constant in his ministry. 

But Pope Francis is the first to dedicate a celebration 
of World Peace Day specifically to the theme of 
migrants and refugees. On 1 January, for the 51st 
time, the Catholic Church will begin the new year 
praying for peace. The day also is the feast of Mary, 
Mother of God, and while Pope Francis sent a 
message to heads of state in November reflecting on 
the peace day theme, his homily at the Mass is likely 
to focus on Mary. 
 

The pope's focus on migrants and refugees will come 
to the fore again on 14 January when he adds to the 
normal papal liturgical calendar a special Mass for the 
World Day of Migrants and Refugees. 
 

In both his message for the 14 January celebration and 
his message for World Peace Day, Pope Francis urged 
Catholic involvement in the drafting of the UN global 
compacts for migrants and for refugees. 
Full report available at www.melbournecatholic.org.au 

ANNIVERSARIES:   Hendrika Herwynen, Vera King, Maria Camera, Peter Sarteschi, Carolyn McLelland nee Dempsey,  

Vin Travaglia, Francis Scudds, May Frost, Maryan Bjelogravic, Herbert Fitch, Giacomo Gobeo. 
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Message of the Holy Father Francis for the celebration of the 51st World 

Day of Peace (1 January 2018) 

MIGRANTS AND REFUGEES: MEN AND WOMEN IN SEARCH OF PEACE 
Peace to all people and to all nations on earth! Peace, which the angels proclaimed to the 
shepherds on Christmas night,1 is a profound aspiration for everyone, for each individual and 
all peoples, and especially for those who most keenly suffer its absence. Among these whom 
I constantly keep in my thoughts and prayers, I would once again mention the over 250 

million migrants worldwide, of whom 22.5 million are refugees. Pope Benedict XVI, my beloved predecessor, 
spoke of them as “men and women, children, young and elderly people, who are searching for somewhere to 
live in peace.”2 In order to find that peace, they are willing to risk their lives on a journey that is often long and 
perilous, to endure hardships and suffering, and to encounter fences and walls built to keep them far from their 
goal. 
 

In a spirit of compassion, let us embrace all those fleeing from war and hunger, or forced by discrimination, 
persecution, poverty and environmental degradation to leave their homelands. 
 

We know that it is not enough to open our hearts to the suffering of others. Much more remains to be done 
before our brothers and sisters can once again live peacefully in a safe home. Welcoming others requires 
concrete commitment, a network of assistance and goodwill, vigilant and sympathetic attention, the responsible 
management of new and complex situations that at times compound numerous existing problems, to say 
nothing of resources, which are always limited. By practising the virtue of prudence, government leaders should 
take practical measures to welcome, promote, protect, integrate and, “within the limits allowed by a correct 
understanding of the common good, to permit [them] to become part of a new society.”3 Leaders have a clear 
responsibility towards their own communities, whose legitimate rights and harmonious development they must 
ensure, lest they become like the rash builder who miscalculated and failed to complete the tower he had begun 
to construct.4 

 

Full message is available at www.press.vatican.va
 

As we are coming to the end of 2017, I 
would like to express my sincere thanks 
to all of you for your warm love, 
committment and  support to the Parish 
Family and me.   

I remember with gratitude in a very special way the 
Parish Secretary, Peachy Cabisidan, the Account 
Assistant, Ema Rivera and all who have rendered 
special service to the Church especially the Parish 
Pastoral Council, Finance Committee and the  people in 

different Parish Ministries and the Coordinators who 
have shared their time, talent and commitment to our 
Parish community.   
 

With great appreciation of your services, I 
wholeheartedly thank: Roger and Margaret Ratcliffe, 

Sherman Santa Maria,  Rudy Vail, Maureen Mardy 
and her Liturgy of the World for Children group, 

 Jacinta Joy, Andrew Kayser,  Anne Tilley, the Care 
and Support group,   Dany Lim,  Matt Lim, Mary 
McKiterick, Bernadette Pascoe, the Craft group, 
Jillian Reynolds, George Lucky, Peter and Maryan 

Lisle, Michael Dennis, Sean Fernandes, Galang & 
Cabisidan, Peter Goggin, Barry Dempsey and his 
Counting group, Veronica Measki and her Art/
Environment team as well as her garden work 

team, Carol Smith, Ann Mackay, Abel Sujeev, 
Philip Sujanto, Tony Luo, Phil Lynch, Michael Di 
Paola, John Tilley, John Nugent, Jude 
Wanigasinghe, Jan Webster, Ross Williams, Kate 
Patford, Teachers, Altar Setters, Altar Service, 

Ministers of Holy Communion, Proclaimers, 
Powerpoint Operators and all Volunteers. 

Feasts of the Week 

1 January - Mary, Mother of God 

2 January - St Basil the Great and  

               St Gregory Nazianzen 

3 January - The Most Holy Name of Jesus 

MOTHER’S PRAYER 

GROUP  

Monday, 15 January 2018 

7pm, Church Narthex 


