
 

 

ACCLAMATION  
Alleluia, alleluia!  

We have found the Messiah: Jesus Christ, 
who brings us truth and grace. 

Alleluia!  

NEXT WEEK’S READINGS 
1st Reading:   Jonah 3:1-5, 10 
 2nd Reading: 1 Corinthians 7:29-31 
 Gospel:            Mark 1:14-20 

RESPONSE  
Here I am, Lord;  

I come to do  
your will. 
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“EVERYONE IS CALLED BY GOD TO COME AND SEE” 
The main theme of today’s Scripture readings is Divine 
vocation – that everyone is called by God to be a witness for 
Christ by doing something for others with his or her life, using 
his or her unique gifts and blessings. Hence, today’s readings 
remind us of our personal and corporate call to become 
witnesses for Jesus, the Lamb of God, by leading lives of 
holiness and purity. 
In the Gospel, John the Baptist claims that his vocation is to 
introduce Jesus to two of his disciples as the “Lamb of God,” 
suggesting Jesus’ vocation to become a sacrificial lamb to 
atone for our sins. The disciples followed Jesus to his 
residence, accepting his invitation to “come and see.”  They 
stayed with him that day.  Then Andrew brought his brother Simon to Jesus, introducing Jesus 
to him as the Messiah.  Thus, today’s Gospel also describes the call or vocation of the first 
apostles and challenges us to invite others to Christ by our Christian witnessing. 
Excerpt from  Homilies of Fr. Anthony Kadavil on Jn 1:35-42 available at http://cbci.in 

 

In one of the 
most intimate 
moments on 
the papal 
c a l e n d a r 
every year, 
Pope Francis 

on the feast of the Baptism of the Lord 
baptized 34 children born during the past 
year to lay workers in the Vatican.  
During the rite, the usual majesty of the 
Sistine Chapel temporarily gives way to the 
ethos of a day care centre, as the cries and 
squeals of babies more than hold their own 
with the chapel’s choir in terms of supplying 
the soundtrack for the event. 
 

Pope Francis had no prepared text for his 
homily during the Mass, preferring to speak 
off-the-cuff.  The pope focused on the idea of 
the duty of parents to transmit the faith to 

their children, saying that’s the reason they 
brought their children to be baptized. 
‘This is the first step in the duty you have, the 
duty of transmission of the faith,’ he said, 
adding that to do so, ‘we need the Holy Spirit, 
we can’t do it by ourselves.’ 
 

Francis then stressed the importance of a 
‘dialectic’ in handing on the faith. 
‘Transmission of the faith can only be done in 
dialectic, the dialectic of the family, the 
dialectic of mother and father, of grandpa and 
grandma,’ he said. ‘Catechists can develop it, 
giving ideas and explanations, but the first 
transmission is here.’ 
 

‘Don’t forget this,’ the pope said. ‘If the 
dialectic is missing at home, if parents don’t 
speak that language of love among themselves, 
transmission isn’t easy, it can’t be done.’ 
 

Full report at www.melbournecatholic.org.au 
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ABDUCTED RELIGIOUS SISTERS IN 
NIGERIA ARE RESCUED BY POLICE 

Three Catholic nuns and three women 
accompanying them, who were kidnapped in 
Nigeria last 13 November, 2017, were released 
after spending nearly two months in captivity. 
 

The religious sisters were members of the 
Eucharistic Heart of Jesus (EHJ) Convent in 
Edo state, in the south of the country. 
The kidnappers had taken the women from 
their residence, and fled via speedboat to an 
unknown destination. 
 

The convent later received a ransom demand 
for $55,000, but the mother superior, Sister 
Agatha Osarekho said no money was ever 
handed over. 
 

‘We are happy; to God be the glory! One was 
released [Saturday] and the others were also 
released today [Sunday]. They are fine and 
are receiving some medical check-up in a 
hospital,’ she said.  The other three women 
with whom the sisters were kidnapped will be 
helped to ‘settle down’ before they are 
reunited with their families. 
 

Full report at www.melbournecatholic.org.au 

THANKSGIVING 
Church: $ 1,933.71               
Priest: $ 962.70                            
(Retired Priest & Archdiocese)   

THERE WILL BE A MEETING OF ALL  
PARISHIONERS RIGHT AFTER THE  

 10AM MASS THIS SUNDAY,   
14TH JANUARY.   

PLEASE COME AND PARTICIPATE IN THE 
DISCUSSION ABOUT THE PREPARATION FOR THE  

GOLDEN JUBILEE OF OUR PARISH. 

PLEASE PRAY FOR THE FOLLOWING AND 
THEIR FAMILIES    

ANNIVERSARIES:  Tony Van Maahenberg, Robyn  Dyball, 
Steven Treyvaud, Brian Dwyer, Reg Edwards,  Veronica 
Cripps, Maria Palone. 
SICK:  Mary Edmonds, Marta Kristan, Geoff Bell, Ted 
Davies, Maryan and Peter Lisle, Margaret Ratcliffe , Ray 
Robinson 

POPE SAYS PARENTS MUST SPEAK ‘LANGUAGE OF LOVE 
TO TRANSMIT THE FAITH  

POPE TO TEACHERS: HELP KIDS LIVE 
WITH CARE FOR ALL OF CREATION 

A lifestyle that is environmentally ethical 
cannot be ‘schizophrenic’. It must be consistent 
and complete, driven by a love for God the 
creator and all of his creation, the pope said in 
a speech on 5 January to the Italian 
Association of Catholic Teachers, which held its 
national congress in Rome in early January. 
 

This approach demands teaching the 
importance of personal responsibility, not 
bombarding the children with slogans or 
catchy commands that someone else will have 
to carry out, he said. Teach children to have an 
enthusiastic appetite for ‘experiencing an 
environmental ethics that stem from the 
choices and behaviours in daily life,’ he said. 
 

The pope also encouraged teachers and schools 
to rebuild a new alliance with families that 
mutually supports and strengthens each other.   

Since constructive collaboration no longer 
comes ‘naturally,’ plan and design a way for it 
to happen, even with the help of experts in 
education.  ‘But even before that, foster a new 
'conspiracy' — and I am fully aware of this 
wording — between teachers and parents,’ 
becoming jointly responsible accomplices to 
promote the well-being of children, he said. 
Full report at www.melbournecatholic.org.au 

DON’T RUSH THROUGH SILENCE AT MASS, 
POPE SAYS AT GENERAL AUDIENCE 

The silence that precedes the opening prayer at 
Mass is an opportunity for Christians to com-
mend to God the fate of the church and the 
world, Pope Francis said. 
 

At his weekly general audience on 10 January, 
the pope urged priests ‘to observe this brief si-
lence and not hurry.’  ‘I recommend this to the 
priests. Without this silence, we risk neglecting 
the reflection of the soul,’ he said. 
 

Full report at www.melbournecatholic.org.au 

Feasts of the week 
16 January - St Joseph Vaz 
17 January - St Anthony 
20 January - St Fabian & St Sebastian 

ON JANUARY 20TH 1968 the Parish of Our 
Lady of Lourdes Bayswater was officially 
established and so today (20 January 
2018) is the Golden Jubilee of our Parish. 
For our convenience we have postponed 
the celebration to 10 February 2018.  
 

We enjoy the fruit of the hard work of 
many. Some of them have gone to their 
eternal reward and some others are still 
with us. Let us gratefully remember and 
pray for all of them who have shed their 
sweat and blood, time and treasure for 
this parish. May God bless them all. 

LITURGICAL CYCLE 
The SUNDAY CYCLE is divided 

into A,B, & C while the WEEKLY 
CYCLE is divided into 1&2.  Each 

year, there are 4 times: Advent, Lent, Easter 
and Ordinary. Through the YEARLY CYCLE, the 
Church unfolds the entire mystery of Christ and 

keeps the anniversaries of the saints.  
ORDINARY TIME is devoted to celebrating 

the mystery of Christ in all its aspects. 

GOLDEN JUBILEE DAY OF OUR LADY OF LOURDES PARISH, 20 JANUARY 2018 


