
 

 

ACCLAMATION  
 

Alleluia, alleluia!  
He bore our sickness,  

and endured our suffering. 
Alleluia!  

NEXT WEEK’S READINGS 
 

1st Reading:  Leviticus 13:1-2 

2nd Reading: 1 Corinthians 10:31-11:1 
 Gospel: Mark 1:40-45 

RESPONSE  
 

Praise the Lord 
who heals the 

broken-hearted. 
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TRUE DISCIPLESHIP MEANS GETTING INVOLVED IN GIVING SELFLESS SERVICE TO OTHERS 

Today’s readings challenge us to avoid Job’s pessimistic and cynical view of 
life as a chain of pain and sufferings and to accept life with hope and optimism 
as a precious gift from God, using it to do good for others and spending our 
time, talents and lives for others as Jesus did and as St. Paul did. 
 

Today’s Gospel teaches us that true discipleship means getting involved in 
giving selfless service to others.  During the Sabbath day, Jesus took part in 
the synagogue worship, taught with authority, exorcised a demon, healed 
Simon’s mother-in-law and, after sundown, “cured many who were sick with 
various diseases, and drove out many demons.” Thus, Jesus spent himself 
and most of his time ministering to the needs of others, giving healing, 
forgiveness and a new beginning to many. Yet, Jesus rose early the next 
morning and went off "to a deserted place" to pray, in order to assess his work 
before God his Father and to recharge his spiritual batteries.   
 

We need to be instruments for Jesus’ healing work.  Bringing healing and 
wholeness is Jesus’ ministry even today.  We all need healing of our minds, 
our memories and our broken relationships.  But Jesus now uses counselors, doctors, friends or even 
strangers in his healing ministry.    Let us ask for the ordinary healing we need in our own lives.  When we are 
healed, let us not forget to thank Jesus for his goodness, mercy, and compassion by turning to serve others.  
 

Excerpt from  Homilies of Fr. Anthony Kadavil on Mark 1:-29-39 available at http://cbci.in.  Image from  www.deepertruthcatholics.com 

 

Priests and bishops need to model 
themselves after Jesus, who never 
posted inconvenient office hours or 
shied away from people and their 
problems, Pope Francis said in his 
homily on 30 January at morning Mass 

in the Domus Sanctae Marthae. 
 

‘Jesus throws himself into the midst of the people,’ 
showing them tenderness, closeness and offering 
immediate healing—the very same things a minister 
of the church should be doing.   
 

Reflecting on the day's Gospel reading from St Mark 
(5:21-43), Pope Francis looked at how Jesus 
interacted with the large crowds that gathered 
around him and with the people who reached out to 
him for help. 
 

‘Jesus doesn't open an office for spiritual guidance 
with a sign: 'The prophet receives (the public) 
Mondays, Wednesdays and Fridays from 3pm to 6pm. 
Admission costs this much or if you like, you can 
make a donation.' No. Jesus doesn't do this,’ he said. 
 

Jesus didn't operate like a doctor's office either, 

telling people to come a particular day to be healed, 
he added.  Jesus goes to the people and dives in, 
bolstered by a deep desire to be close and tender, 
he said. 
 

‘A pastor who doesn't get close (to people) is missing 
something. Maybe he is a leader in his field, but he is 
not a pastor,’ the pope said. ‘A pastor who is missing 
tenderness will be rigid, hitting his sheep.’ 
 

Pope Francis asked people to pray for the church's 
priests ‘so that the Lord may give them this grace of 
walking with the people, being available to the people 
with lots of tenderness, with so much closeness.’ 
 

‘And when people find their shepherd,’ he said, ‘they 
will feel that special thing that you only feel in God's 
presence’—the awe and astonishment of ‘feeling the 
closeness and tenderness of God in the pastor.’ 
 

Source: Melbourne Catholic website 
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THANKSGIVING 
 

Church: $  1,823.80 
Priest: $ 1,504.00 

(Retired Priest & Archdiocese)   

A few reminders to everyone who will attend the 
celebration this Saturday, 10 February at 6pm: 

1. Be seated in the Church at least 10 minutes 
before the start of the Mass. 

2. Church announcement will begin 5 minutes 
before the Mass. 

3. If you haven't put your family on the list, 
and you are attending, can you please put 
your name on the list in the Narthex, and the 
number of people attending. 

4. After the Mass, everyone is invited to go to 
the Parish Hall for a social gathering with 
finger foods. 

5. Likewise, after the event, we request 
everyone to help in cleaning the Parish Hall. 

PLEASE PRAY FOR THE FOLLOWING AND THEIR FAMILIES    
 

ANNIVERSARIES:  Kevin Murphy, Faye LLott, Wally de Beof, Eileen Weidemann, Jennifer Rowlands, Ken Northwood, 

                                      Albert Tellis, Helen Maya Nee Wolfs, Gabriellle Turk, Mrs Gaughwin  

SICK:  Mary Edmonds, Marta Kristan, Geoff Bell, Ted Davies, Maryan and Peter Lisle, Margaret Ratcliffe , Ray Robinson            

 POPE: ‘THE SAVIOUR IS IN, JESUS WAS ALWAYS AVAILABLE TO THOSE IN NEED’ 

The Liturgy of the Word is to 
be celebrated in such a way 
as to favour meditation, and 
so any kind of haste such as 
hinders recollection is clearly 
to be avoided.  In the course 

of it, brief periods of silence are also 
appropriate, accommodated to the assembled 
congregation; by means of these, under the 
action of the Holy Spirit, the Word of God may 
be grasped by the heart and a response 
through prayer may be prepared.  It may be 
appropriate to observe such periods of silence, 
for example, before the Liturgy of the Word 
itself begins, after the First and Second 
Reading, and lastly at the conclusion of the 
Homily.                                              ~ GIRM 56-57 

PRAYER GROUP 
First meeting for 2018 will be this Wednesday,  

7 February at 7:30pm - 9:30 pm in the Parish Hall. 
All Welcome! 

FEAST DAY HIGHLIGHTS REALITIES 
OF MODERN SLAVERY 

The Catholic Church in Australia and 
around the world will recommit to fighting 
slavery and human trafficking in the 
coming days as it celebrates the feast of St 
Josephine Bakhita. 
 

Pope Francis, who has continued the 
papal tradition of clear denunciation of 

human trafficking and slavery, has designated 8 
February as a day of prayer, reflection and action to 
end the injustice of human trafficking.  
 

The Australian Catholic Bishops Conference (ACBC) 
and Australian Catholic Religious Against the 
Trafficking of Humans (ACRATH) are encouraging 
parishes and other Church communities to mark the 
feast day at weekend Masses on 3 and 4 February and 
on 8 February. 
St Josephine Bakhita, the patron saint for victims of 
slavery, was born in the west Sudanese region of 
Darfur in 1869. As a young girl, she was kidnapped for 
slavery in both Sudan and Italy.  Following her delivery 
from slavery, Josephine became a Canossian Sister 
and dedicated her life to sharing her story and to 
supporting the poor and suffering. She died on 8 
February, 1947 and was canonised in 2000. 
 

Full report at www.melbournecatholic.org.au 

CATHOLIC PRIESTS TRAINED TO IDENTIFY 
FORCED MARRIAGES 

Catholic priests and deacons ministering to migrant 
Catholic communities in the Melbourne Archdiocese 
will participate in a forced marriage workshop this week.  
 

The workshop, run by Australian Catholic Religious 
Against Trafficking in Humans (ACRATH), will explore 
the 2013 legislation, which made forced marriage in 
Australia illegal.  
 

The workshop, involving many of the Archdiocese’s 45 
community chaplains, will cover a range of topics, but 
will support the priests, who are also marriage 
celebrants, to identify a possible forced marriage and 
outline reporting procedures to follow. 
 

Full report at www.melbournecatholic.org.au 

OLOL Parish Golden Jubilee CelebrationOLOL Parish Golden Jubilee Celebration   
Attention: Volunteers, Altar servers 
and Proclaimers: 
1. All volunteers for the set-up of 
the Church and the Parish Hall are 
requested to be in the Church on 

Saturday, 10 February at 10am.  
 

2.  All Altar servers and Proclaimers need to be in 
the Church by 4pm for the 4:30 pm rehearsal with the 
Master of Ceremonies, Fr Giang Tran. 

Feast of Our Lady LourdesFeast of Our Lady Lourdes  
11 Februar11 Februaryy  

 Thanksgiving Mass at 10:00am 
 You can  bring flowers and place 

it underneath the statue of our 
Mother in the side Altar or in the 
grotto in front of the Church 

 After the Mass, we will have a 
procession around the Church (if weather 
permits) 

Parish Office New Office Hours 
Wednesday-Thursday:  9am - 3PM  

Friday: 9AM - 12 Noon 


