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LOVE OF GOD FOR MANKIND IS GREAT 

The central theme of today’s readings is that our salvation is the free gift 
of a merciful God, given to us sinners through Jesus, His Son.  The 
readings stress God’s mercy and compassion and remind us of the great 
love, kindness and grace extended to us in Christ.   
 

Today’s Gospel has a parallel theme, but on a much higher level.  Jesus, 
the Son of God, became the agent of God's salvation, not just for one 
sinful nation but for the sinfulness of the whole world.  Through John 3:16, 
the Gospel teaches us that God expressed His love, mercy and 
compassion for us by giving His only Son for our salvation. 
 

We need to love the cross, the symbol of God’s forgiving and merciful love: As a forceful reminder not only of 
God's love and mercy, but also of the price of our salvation, the crucifix invites us to more than generosity and 
compassion.  It inspires us to remove the suffering of other people’s misery.  It encourages us not only to feel 
deep sorrow for another’s suffering but also to try our best to remove that suffering.  Hence, let us love the 
cross, wear its image and carry our own daily cross with joy, while helping other to carry their heavier crosses. 
 

Excerpt from  Homilies of Fr. Anthony Kadavil on John 3:14-21 available at http://stjohngrandbay.org. Image from https://hopeworthhaving.com 

ACCLAMATION  
Glory and praise to you, Lord Jesus Christ! 

God loved the world so much, he gave us his only Son, 
that all who believe in him might have eternal life. 

Glory and praise to you, Lord Jesus Christ! 

NEXT WEEK’S READINGS 
 

1st Reading: Jeremiah 31:31-34 

2nd Reading: Hebrews 5:7-9 
Gospel: John 12:20-30 

RESPONSE  
Let my tongue 
be silenced, if  
I ever forget 

you! 

PLEASE PRAY FOR THE FOLLOWING AND THEIR FAMILIES    
 

ANNIVERSARIES:  Elizabeth Richards, Denis Johnston, Michael Fyfe, Paul Mackellin, Philip Fitzpatrick, Trish Whitehouse,  
                                    Bernadette Russo, William Craig, Agnes Swoboda, Graham Walker, James Burke, Josef  Verstappen,  
                                    Kathryn  Graydon, William King. 
SICK:  Mary Edmonds, Marta Kristan, Geoff Bell, Ted Davies, Maryan and Peter Lisle, Margaret Ratcliffe, Matthew MacDonald         

 

BEYOND GIVING UP 
CHOCOLATE: A DEEPER 

LENT 
From the time we were children, 
our first question for Lent was 
often, “What are you giving up for 

Lent?”  Giving something up for these 40 days is a 
custom that, when we were younger, helped us enter 
into the season with a sense of purpose and a greater 
awareness. 
 

As adults, we might want to consider looking at Lent in 
a deeper way.  We are probably much more settled 
into our behaviors and patterns of life and sometimes 
giving up something is where we begin -- and end -- 
our reflections on Lent.  It can be tempting to say “I am 
giving up chocolate” or beer or even all sweets and all 
alcohol. But without more reflection, it can become 
simply a way I show God how how strong I am.  It is 
more about me than any conversation with God. 
 

Lent isn’t simply about us “giving up” something.  The 
real grace is when we recognize that Lent is a season 
in which God wants to give us something.  God wants 
to help us transform our lives and make us more free 
as people -- not just freer with God, but in the way we 
live our lives and love our families. 
 

Full article is available at www.onlineministries.creighton.edu 

THANKSGIVING 
 
 

Church: $  1,958.70                                

 

Priest: $ 1,525.00 
(Retired Priest & Archdiocese) 

ARCHBISHOP HART VOICES SUPPORT FOR 
REPEAL OF ELLIS DEFENCE 

 

The Andrews Government has introduced new laws to 
quash a legal loophole preventing child abuse 
survivors from suing some organisations for their abuse.  
 

Under proposed new laws introduced to parliament, 
unincorporated associations—including religious 
institutions—would have to nominate an entity to pay 
damages. If a religious organisation failed to nominate 
an entity, a court could order the unincorporated 
organisation’s associated trusts to be sued and used 
to pay compensation to victims. 
 

Previously victims of abuse have been unable to sue 
unincorporated entities like the Catholic Church in civil 
claims. Stemming from a case brought to the NSW 
Court of Appeal by abuse survivor John Ellis in 2007, 
the Court of Appeal found the Catholic Church was 
not a legal entity, and as such could not be sued for 
abuse. 
 

Leaders within the Catholic Church including 
Archbishop Denis Hart have voiced their support for 
the new laws.  
 

‘I welcome today’s announcement by the Victorian 
Government of its intention to introduce new laws 
allowing victims of child abuse to sue institutions 
which may be responsible for their abuse’, the 
archbishop said in a statement.  
 

‘I remain committed to fair, reasonable and honest 
dealings with victims of child abuse and to always 
treating them with respect and dignity,’ the archbishop 
said.  
Full report available at www.melbournecatholic.org.au 

CARITAS RESPONDS TO POWERFUL 
EARTHQUAKE IN PAPUA NEW GUINEA 

 

Caritas Australia, the Catholic Church’s international 
aid and development agency, with its church partners 
on the ground, has started supporting affected 
communities in Papua New Guinea’s central 
highlands, following the 7.5 magnitude earthquake 
which struck last week.  
 

Caritas is preparing to deliver emergency assistance 
including basic supplies like food, water and first aid, 
as well as supporting long-term needs like shelter. 
 

Pope Francis has expressed his heartfelt solidarity 
with all those affected by this natural disaster. 'He 
prays especially for the eternal repose of the 
deceased and for the healing of those injured.' 
 

It’s estimated around 150,000 people remain in need 
of aid. The quake damaged major infrastructure in the 
country’s remote highlands, including hospitals, an 
airport, houses, schools, churches and roads. More 
than 30 deaths have been confirmed so far. 
 

If you would like to assist the people of Papua New 
Guinea, you can donate to the Caritas Australia 
Pacific Emergency Appeal by calling 1800 024 413 or 
by visiting www.caritas.org.au/pacific-appeal 
 

Full report available at www.melbournecatholic.org.au 

Walk for Justice for Refugees this  
Palm Sunday, 25 March 

Pope Francis has challenged all of us with his 
action plan for Asylum Seekers and Refugees: to 
Welcome, to Protect, to Promote and to 
Integrate. 
 

All are welcome to join and participate: 
 Liturgy of Welcome to be held in St Patricks 

Cathedral from 1.00pm – 1.30pm  
 Public Rally at 2.00pm at the State Library  

WORKING BEE 
Saturday, 17 March 9 am -12 noon 

Please come along and help spruce up our  
garden  and clean up the Church in 

preparation  for  Easter. 

POPE FRANCIS PRAYER INTENTION FOR 

MARCH 

The times in which we live demand that we develop 
a profound capacity of discernment… To discern, 
from among all the voices we hear, which is the 
Lord’s voice, which is the voice of Him who guides 
us to the Resurrection, to Life, and the voice that 
frees us from falling into the “culture of death”. 
 

Every Christian ought to grow in the ability to “read 
within” his or her life, and to understand where and 
to what he or she is being called by the Lord, in 
order to carry on his mission. 
 

Let us pray together that the Church may 
appreciate the urgency of formation in spiritual 
discernment, both on the personal and 
communitarian levels. 

Station of the Cross  
Sundays during Lent after the  

5PM Mass, followed by Benediction 

THANKSGIVING ENVELOPES   

Please don’t forget to pick-up your 
Thanksgiving envelopes in the Narthex.   

All parishioners please have your envelopes. 
 

NEW COMERS to the parish are encouraged 
to register to become members of the 

parish and get their thanksgiving envelope. 
 

We would like to thank everyone for your continued 
support to the parish.  May you all be blessed a 

thousand fold. 

FEAST of ST PATRICK  
17 March 

**************************************************** 

RISE MELBOURNE 2018:  
CATHOLIC YOUTH DARING TO DREAM 

Saturday 17 March, 10am–10pm  
Mount St Joseph’s, 133 Maidstone Street, Altona 

(opposite Westona train station) 
 

As part of the celebrations for the Year of Youth 2018, a 
number of youth groups, schools and communities around 
Melbourne are hosting this one-day event for young 
people aged from Year 9 to 30 years, to discover and 
deepen in Christ and to celebrate their faith. 

Lenten Reconci l iat i on  
Second Rit e   

OUR  LADY OF  LOURDES PARISH 
WE DNE SDAY , 21 MARCH ,  7 :30 PM 

 

http://melbournecatholic.org.au/News/www.caritas.org.au/pacific-appeal

