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THE “LIFTING UP” OF JESUS ON THE CROSS IS THE 
ASSURANCE OF OUR OWN EXALTATION AND GLORIFICATION 

Today’s readings focus on the approaching death of Jesus which Paul 
considers a priestly sacrifice and John considers the moment of Jesus’ 
"exaltation" and "glorification." The readings offer us a challenge.  Just as 
Jesus became the “Promised Messiah of Glory” and the “Conquering Son 
of Man” by offering his life for others, we, too, must possess Heaven by 
dying to self and by spending our lives in self-giving, sacrificial service.   
 

Using metaphors of the “sown wheat-grain” and the “spent life” in today’s 
Gospel, Jesus teaches the same lessons St. Paul does. The Gospel 
hints at the inner struggle of Jesus in accepting the cup of suffering to 
inaugurate the New and everlasting Covenant. However, Jesus accepts 
the cross as his “hour,” meaning the stepping-stone to his passion, 
death, Resurrection and exaltation. He also considers his “hour” as the 
way of glorifying his Heavenly Father and of being glorified by his 
Father. In addition, it is the way by which Jesus draws all people into the saving action of God. Finally, the 
“lifting up” of Jesus on the cross and later into Heavenly glory by Resurrection and Ascension is the assurance 
of our own exaltation and glorification, provided we accept our crosses.  
 

Today’s Gospel teaches us that new life and eternal life are possible only by the death of the self 
through suffering and service.  Let us pray that we may acquire this self-sacrificial spirit, especially during Lent. 
 

Excerpt from  Homilies of Fr. Anthony Kadavil on John 12:20-30 available at http://stjohngrandbay.org. Image from https://www.jesuit.org.sg 

ACCLAMATION  
Glory to you, Word of God, Lord Jesus Christ! 

If you serve me, follow me, says the Lord;  
and where I am, my servant will also be. 

Glory to you, Word of God, Lord Jesus Christ! 

NEXT WEEK’S READINGS 
 

1st Reading: Isaiah 50:4-7 

2nd Reading: Philippians 2:6-11 
Gospel: Mark 14:1-15:47 

RESPONSE  
 

Create a clean 
heart in me,  

O God. 

PLEASE PRAY FOR THE FOLLOWING AND THEIR FAMILIES    
 

ANNIVERSARIES:  Erica and Anita Lederer, Jack Barry, Olga Krawchik, James Stewart  
 

SICK:  Mary Edmonds, Marta Kristan, Geoff Bell, Ted Davies, Maryan and Peter Lisle, Margaret Ratcliffe, Matthew MacDonald ,     
              David Sharp, Fr Joseph Doyle           

Lent seems to be the ideal 
time to look at marriage. 
How does our Lent journey 
shape what we are called 
to do in marriage?  
A few decades ago, the 
word "obey" was removed 

from wedding vows.  Instead we promised to love, 
honor and cherish each other. Many years later, 
Jesuit philosopher John Kavanaugh, S.J. lamented 
how much we had lost by dropping the word “obey” 
from wedding vows. He said that the root of the word 
“obey” simply means to put the needs of another 
ahead of our own.  
Obedience in this context has nothing about one 
dominating another - only two people pledging to put 
the needs of the other ahead of their own. What a 
wonderful idea. It seems that this is exactly what we 
are called to in a gospel-based marriage. 
Now during these weeks of Lent we can take some 
time to examine our marriage. Do we love as deeply 
as we had originally intended when we first made our 
vows? As unselfishly? Whether we’ve been married 3 

years or 30, this sacred season could be the start of a 
renewed relationship with our spouse, shaped by our 
experience of Lent.  
We are invited by Jesus to put the needs of another 
ahead of our own. We can deepen our commitments 
in marriage and even change the dynamics within our 
relationships through unconditional love. In loving this 
way, we transform not only our spouses but more 
importantly, ourselves. 
For those of us who are parents, we have probably 
always put the needs of our children first – but our 
spouse? Yes, we care for each other, but do we put 
the other’s needs ahead of our own? And yet how 
profoundly would our marriages change if we simply 
lived that vow for a while?  
During Lent, we can make “obey-ing” the special 
focus of our lives. Instead of giving up chocolate, 
what if each day during Lent, we asked for the grace 
to be more unselfish in our marriage? As a first step, 
what if tomorrow, before we got out of bed, we asked 
God to help us love our spouse more? To put the 
needs of this life partner of ours ahead of our own? 
 

Full article available at http://onlineministries.creighton.edu 

THANKSGIVING 
 
 

Church: $ 1,731.16                                 

 

Priest: $ 957.00 
(Retired Priest & Archdiocese) 

ARCHDIOCESE OF MELBOURNE REJECTS 
ATTORNEY GENERAL CRITICISM 

Last week, Archbishop Denis Hart welcomed the 
announcement that Victoria and New South Wales will 
join the national child sex abuse redress scheme, 
paving the way for a national redress scheme for 
abuse survivors. The proposed legislation will cap 
payments at $150,000.  
 

However, Archbishop Hart’s response to the proposed 
scheme drew criticism from Attorney General Christian 
Porter, who accused it of being ‘underwhelming’. 
 

Porter, who was the architect of the scheme, voiced 
his frustration in what he saw as a slow response from 
the Church, adding ‘[It's] starting to look like making 
excuses for the sake of making excuses and delay, 
which I think victims would be more than a little bit 
upset about.’ 
 

Archdiocesan Media Director Shane Healy rejected 
the Attorney General's comments saying ‘it is perfectly 
reasonable for the Archbishop to want to see what is 
proposed before making a commitment. Any fair-
thinking person would agree with that. I suggest the 
Attorney-General looks again at Archbishop Hart’s 
comments of Friday, which could not possibly be 
defined as an underwhelming response.’  
 

Full report at www.melbournecatholic.org.au 

Palm Sunday & Palm Sunday & Palm Sunday & 
Blessing of PalmsBlessing of PalmsBlessing of Palms   

( 24-25 March ) 
 

 Vigil Mass, Saturday, 6 PM 

 Sunday Masses:   

 8 AM & 10 AM with   

      solemn procession 

 5 PM  

To everyone who joined in 
the WORKING BEE, our 
sincere appreciation and 
thanks for your time in 
making sure that our 

church and its 
surroundings are ready for 

the Easter celebration. 

Station of the Cross  
Sundays during Lent after the  

5PM Mass, followed by Benediction 

 

Lenten Reconci l iat i on  
Second Rit e   

OUR  LADY OF  LOURDES PARISH 
WE DNE SDAY , 21 MARCH ,  7 :30 PM 

 

If a grain of wheat falls on the 
ground and dies, it yields a rich 

harvest 

LOOKING AT MARRIAGE DURING LENT: AN IDEAL TIME FOR THE 
RENEWAL OF OUR MARRIAGES 

Mass of the Chrism Mass of the Chrism Mass of the Chrism    
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On Holy Thursday, 29 March, On Holy Thursday, 29 March, On Holy Thursday, 29 March, 

please bring your donation to please bring your donation to please bring your donation to 

Project CompassionProject CompassionProject Compassion   

   

There will be a Special Collection for the There will be a Special Collection for the There will be a Special Collection for the    

Holy Places on Good Friday, 30 MarchHoly Places on Good Friday, 30 MarchHoly Places on Good Friday, 30 March   

Autumn Reflection Autumn Reflection by by 

Jan WebsterJan Webster  
 Evening Session: 

Thursday, 19th April 2018 
 7:00pm to 9:00pm in the Narthex 
 
 Morning Session: Thursday, 26th April 2018 
 10:00 am to 12:00pm in the Church Hall 

SITE OF MARY MACKILLOP’S BIRTHPLACE 
NOT UNDER THREAT, SAYS CHURCH 

 

Located at the top of Brunswick Street in Fitzroy, the 
birthplace of Australia’s first saint, St Mary MacKillop, 
is in safe hands. After reports in the Herald Sun that 
the Catholic Church is ‘selling off the birth site’ of St 
Mary MacKillop, both the Church and St Vincent’s 
Private Hospital, the purchaser of the site, have taken 
pains to point out that the St Mary’s birthplace is in no 
way imperiled.  
 

Director of Media and Communications for the 
Archdiocese, Shane Healy, has stated firmly that the 
development will not threaten the birth site. 
 

‘St Vincent’s are in the process of acquiring the 
property from the Archdiocese of Melbourne and are 
respectful and aware of the responsibilities that come 
with ownership of the site,’ he said. 
 

‘St Vincent’s Hospital plans do not propose to build 
over this sacred site nor will the building overhang the 
actual birthplace.’ 
 

Full report at www.melbournecatholic.org.au 

www.formationreimagined.org 


