
 

 

GOD’S MERCY, THE NECESSITY OF TRUSTING FAITH  

The readings for this Sunday are about God’s mercy, the 

necessity of trusting Faith and our need for the forgiveness of 

our sins.  God revealed His mercy, first and foremost, in sending 

His only-begotten Son to become our Saviour and Lord through 

His suffering, death and Resurrection.  Divine Mercy is given to 

us also in each celebration of the Sacraments, instituted to 

sanctify us.  

Today’s Gospel vividly reminds us of how Jesus instituted the 
Sacrament of Reconciliation, a sacrament of Divine Mercy.  The 
Risen Lord gave his apostles the power to forgive sins with the 
words, “Whose sins you forgive are forgiven them, and whose 
sins you retain are retained" (Jn 20:19-23).  Presenting the 
doubting Thomas’ famous profession of Faith, “My Lord and my God,” the Gospel illustrates how Jesus 

showed his mercy to the doubting apostle and emphasizes the importance of Faith.    
 

Excerpt from  Homilies of Fr. Anthony Kadavil on John 20: 19-31 available at http://stjohngrandbay.org. Image from http://thecatholiccatalogue.com 

ACCLAMATION  
Alleluia, alleluia! 

You believe in me, Thomas, because you have seen me; 
happy those who have not seen me, but still believe!  

Alleluia! 

NEXT WEEK’S READINGS 
 

1st Reading: Acts 13:13-15, 17-19 

2nd Reading: 1 John 2:1-5 
Gospel: Luke 24:35-48 

RESPONSE  
Give thanks to the 
Lord for he is good, 

his love is 
everlasting. 

PLEASE PRAY FOR THE FOLLOWING AND THEIR FAMILIES    
 

RECENTLY DECEASED:  OLOL Family offers its sincere condolences and prayers to Noreen Mulvogue and family 
                                                  for the passing away of John.  Funeral Mass will be  here in our  Church on 10 April at 12 noon. 
ANNIVERSARIES:  Patrick O’Donnell, Bernie Travaglia, Clarence Smith-Frowd, Monica Cusack, Mary Orr,  
                                         Jean Burbridge, Frank Mulholland, Kenneth D’Cruz,  Jacobus Van Buuren, Konstantyn Osiurak, 
                                         Jan Stawiarski, James Beale.  
SICK:  Mary Edmonds, Marta Kristan, Geoff Bell, Maryan & Peter Lisle, Margaret Ratcliffe, Matthew MacDonald,  
              Margaret McLean         

PRAYER TO DIVINE MERCY 
By St. Faustina Kowalska 

 

O greatly Merciful God, Infinite Goodness, 
today all mankind calls out from the abyss 
of its misery to Your mercy-- to Your 
compassion, O God; and it is with its 
mighty voice of misery that it cries out.   
 

Gracious God, do not reject the prayer of 
this earth's exiles! 
 

O Lord, Goodness beyond our 
understanding, Who are acquainted with 
our misery through and through, and 
know that by our own power we cannot 
ascend to You, we implore You; anticipate 
us with Your Grace and keep on increasing 
Your mercy in us, that we may faithfully 

do Your holy will all through our life and at death's hour.  
 

Let the omnipotence of Your mercy shield us from the darts of 
our salvation's enemies, that we may with confidence, as Your 
children await Your final coming - that day known to You alone.  
And we expect to obtain everything promised us by Jesus in spite 
of all our wretchedness.   
 

For Jesus is our Hope: Through His merciful Heart as through an 
open gate we pass through to heaven.      (Diary of St. Faustina 1570) 

THANKSGIVING 
 
 

Church: $ 1,884.50  

 

Priest: $ 2,070.00 
(Retired Priest & Archdiocese) 

 

Divine Mercy SundayDivine Mercy Sunday  
Second Sunday of EasterSecond Sunday of Easter  

  

8 April 2018                                                                       Year B8 April 2018                                                                       Year B  

“We are a child safe Parish“We are a child safe Parish”””   

MASS FOR EXPECTANT MOTHERS &  
THEIR FAMILIES  

Sunday 27 May, 11am at St Patrick’s Cathedral  
Celebrant: Archbishop Denis Hart 

Expectant mothers who register will receive a small token 
of recognition at the Mass. Registration closes on Friday 

18 May. Details and registration at ww.cam.org.au/
lifemarriagefamily  or on  92875587  

17 APRIL (TUESDAY) 
Mass will be at 9 AM instead of 

the regular evening Mass. 
 

18-20 APRIL (WEDNESDAY-FRIDAY) 
There will be no Mass but only Communion Service. 

‘‘‘Doubt  no longer but believe.’  
‘My Lord and my God!’ ~ John 20:24-29 

Annunciation 
of the Lord 

9 April 
 

‘Let what you have 
said be done to me’ 

~ Mary 

Sing ALLELUIA! Augustine says rightly, 
‘Singing is for one who loves’, and there is 
also an ancient proverb: ‘Whoever sings 

well prays twice over’.  
~ GIRM 39 

POPE FRANCIS IN EASTER 
MESSAGE CALLS FOR END TO 
CONFLICTS IN SYRIA AND THE 

HOLY LAND 
In his Easter message, Pope Francis 
reminded people throughout the world 
that ‘Christ’s resurrection is the true 

hope of the world’ and appealed for peace and an 
end to ‘the carnage’ of the seven-year war in Syria 
and for reconciliation in the Holy Land, which 
continues to suffer from a seven-decades long war. 
 

He also prayed to the Risen Christ for ‘a just, 
peaceful and humane’ solution ‘to the political and 
humanitarian crises’ in Venezuela, and he asked the 
Risen Lord to bless the efforts aimed at bringing 
peace to the Korean peninsula. 
 

Francis told his worldwide audience, millions of 
whom were following on television, that ‘We 
Christians believe and know that Christ’s resurrection 
is the true hope of the world, the hope that does not 
disappoint.’ It ‘continues to bear fruit today in the 
furrows of our history, marked by so many acts of 
injustice and violence.’ It ‘bears fruits of hope and 
dignity where there are deprivation and exclusion, 
hunger, and unemployment, where there are 
migrants and refugees (so often rejected by today’s 
culture of waste), and victims of the drug trade, 
human trafficking, and contemporary forms of slavery.’ 
 

Full text at www.melbournecatholic.org.au 

VIETNAMESE MOBS TARGETING CATHOLIC 
COMMUNITIES   

Activist groups that support the Vietnamese 
government are harassing dissidents and trying to 
repress Catholic communities who fight against 
environmental pollution, according to a U.S.-based 
rights group.  The so-called "Red Flag" groups are 
attacking priests and parishioners in Vietnam and are 
believed to be sponsored by the communist state 
according to the Boat People SOS (BPSOS).  These 
groups are a relatively new phenomenon in the one-
party state and are known to commit egregious 
violations of human rights.  They especially target 
Catholic communities that challenge the government's 
handling of a water pollution crisis in 2016 billed as the 
country's worst ecological disaster. 
 

Full report at www.ucan.com 

NSW PLANNING TOUGHER SENTENCING FOR 
CHILD SEX ABUSERS 

Whilst NSW is set to overhaul its legislation for the 
punishment of child sex abusers and paedophiles, the 
Premier of that state has sidestepped any state laws 
forcing Catholic clergy to break the seal of confession. 
In NSW, under proposed new legislation, repeat child 
sex abusers will face life in prison. 
 

The legislative changes include not only life terms for 
‘persistent’ offenders, but also the creation of a raft of 
new offences for failure to report and failure to protect 
against child abuse. Moreover, courts will not be able 
to take character evidence into account when 
sentencing if it has been proven that the good 
reputation of the offender at the time actually facilitated 
the offences. 
 

The new legal strictures from the NSW government 
are part of that government’s response to the final 
report findings of the Royal Commission into 
Institutional Responses to Child Sexual Abuse.  
 

Full report at www.melbournecatholic.org.au 

ANZAC EVE MASS FOR VETERANS 
St. Simon’s Church, 2 Taylors Lane, Rowville  

on Tuesday April 24at 7.30pm  
 A light supper will be served afterwards. All are welcome 
to attend. Enquiries: Fr. Kevin Dillon (0421 777 360) or St. 

Simon’s Parish Office (9764 4058) 

FOUR CATHOLICS KILLED IN PAKISTAN 
TERRORIST ATTACK 

Four members of a Catholic family were killed in a 
militant attack in southern Pakistan a day after the 
minority community celebrated Easter. 
 

The deadly gun attack took place on April 2 in the 
Shah Zaman area of Quetta, the capital of restive 
Balochistan province. 
 

The so-called Islamic State claimed responsibility for 
the attack in a statement carried by its Aamaq news 
agency. 
 

"Four Christian relatives were going to a nearby 
market on an auto-rickshaw when two unknown 
gunmen on a motorbike opened fire on them," police 
officer Moazzam Jah Ansari told ucanews.com. "It 
was a targeted attack and an act of terrorism." 
Full report at www.ucan.com 


