
 

 

THE PURPOSE OF THE SUFFERING, DEATH AND RESURRECTION 
OF JESUS WAS TO SAVE US FROM OUR SINS 

The common theme of today’s readings is the challenge to adjust our lives to 
the living presence of the risen Lord as we grow daily more aware of God’s 
presence within us and all around us as the Holy Spirit. This awareness 
should strengthen our hope in His promises, bring us to true repentance for 
our sins and the renewal of our lives, and lead us to bear witness to Christ by 
our works of charity. The readings also remind us that the purpose of the 
suffering, death and Resurrection of Jesus was to save us from our sins. 
 

Today's Gospel describes Jesus’ appearance on the evening of His 
Resurrection to his apostles who were in the locked Upper Room of the 
Cenacle. We see Jesus remove the doubts of his apostles about his 
Resurrection by inviting them to touch him and by eating a piece of cooked 
fish. Jesus explains to them how the prophecies had been fulfilled in him. 
Then he commissions them to bear witness to him and preach "repentance 
and forgiveness of sins in his name” after receiving the Holy Spirit.    
 

Excerpt from  Homilies of Fr. Anthony Kadavil on Lk 24:35-48 available at http://stjohngrandbay.org. Image from http://lds.org 

ACCLAMATION  
Alleluia, alleluia! 

Lord Jesus, make your word plain to us: make our 
hearts burn with love when you speak. 

Alleluia! 

NEXT WEEK’S READINGS 
 

1st Reading: Acts 4:8-12 

2nd Reading: 1 John 3:1-2 
Gospel: John 10:11-18 

RESPONSE  
 

Lord, let your 
face shine on us. 

PLEASE PRAY FOR THE FOLLOWING AND THEIR FAMILIES    
 

RECENTLY DECEASED:  OLOL Family offers its sincere condolences and prayers to Margret Sharp and 
family  for the passing away of David.  Funeral Mass will be  here in our  Church (date to be confirmed).  
 

ANNIVERSARIES:  James White, Hilda Aulsebrook, Jack Boyd, Henry Guillerme  
 

SICK:  Mary Edmonds, Marta Kristan, Geoff Bell, Maryan & Peter Lisle, Margaret Ratcliffe,  
              Margaret McLean, Matthew MacDonald,   Nigel Goggin       

 

‘Rejoice and be glad!’ is what Jesus said on the 
Sermon on the Mount. It’s also the title of Pope 
Francis’ new apostolic exhortation on holiness in 
everyday life. Why should we ‘rejoice and be glad’? 
Because God, as Francis reminds us, calls us all to 
be saints. But how can we respond to that call? 
 

Well, here are five takeaways from Francis’ new and 
very practical exhortation. 
 

Holiness means being yourself 
We are meant to be ourselves, and each believer is 
meant to ‘discern his or her our own path’ and ‘bring 
out the very best of themselves.’ As Thomas Merton 
said, ‘For me to be a saint means to be myself.’ 
 

Everyday life can lead to holiness 
You do not need to be a bishop, a priest or a 
member of a religious order to be holy. Everyone is 
called to be a saint.  All we need to do is to ‘live our 
lives in love’ and ‘bear witness’ to God in all we do. 
 

Two tendencies to avoid: Gnosticism and 
Pelagianism 
Today Gnosticism (from the Greek word gnosis, to 
know) tempts people to think that they can make the 
faith ‘entirely comprehensible’ and leads them to 

want to force others to adopt their way of thinking. 
‘When somebody has an answer for every question,’ 
says Francis, ‘it’s a sign that they are not on the right 
path.’ In other words, being a know-it-all is not going 
to save you. 
The second thing to avoid is Pelagianism, where it 
says that we can take care of our salvation through 
our own efforts and they trust in their own powers, 
don’t feel like they need God’s grace and act 
superior to others because they observe certain 
rules.  ’ It’s a real danger to holiness because it robs 
us of humility, sets us over others, and leaves little 
room for grace. 
 

Be kind 
Some practical advice for living a life of holiness is 
for example, don’t gossip, stop judging and, most 
important, stop being cruel. To be holy, be kind. 
 

The Beatitudes are a roadmap for holiness 
The Beatitudes are not only what Jesus means by 
holiness, they are also a portrait of our Lord himself. 
So we’re called to be poor in spirit, meek, 
peacemakers, to hunger and thirst for righteousness, 
and so on. 
 

Read full article at www.melbournecatholic.org.au 

THANKSGIVING 
 
 

Church: $ 1,377.66  

 

Priest: $ 718.50 
(Retired Priest & Archdiocese) 

 

Autumn Reflection Autumn Reflection   
by Jan Websterby Jan Webster  

 Evening Session: Thursday,  
       19 April 2018, 7PM-9PM, Narthex 

 

 Morning Session: Thursday,  
       26 April 2018, 10AM-12PM, Church Hall 

Third Sunday of  EasterThird Sunday of  Easter   
  

15 April 2018                                                                             Year B15 April 2018                                                                             Year B  
  

“We are a child safe Parish“We are a child safe Parish”””   

17 APRIL (TUESDAY) 
Mass will be at 9 AM instead of the 

regular evening Mass. 
18-20 APRIL (WEDNESDAY-FRIDAY) 
No Mass but only Communion Service. 

Next Sunday, 22 April is the 
WORLD DAY OF VOCATIONS.  

 

In his Letter for this Day, Pope 
Francis reminds us: 
 

‘God comes silently and discreetly, 
without imposing on our freedom. 
Thus it can happen that his voice is 
drowned out by the many worries and concerns that 
fill our minds and hearts.’  
 

Let us all offer one prayer this week for the young 
people that we know. Let us pray that they will hear 
the voice of the Good Shepherd amidst the daily 
events of their lives.  

4 PARENTING TIPS FROM MARY'S EXAMPLE 
 

By Fr Michael Rennier 
This week we celebrated the Annunciation, where 
the Angel Gabriel announced to Mary that she would 
conceive the Son of God. Although, at times, it can 
seem hard to imagine what Mary experienced as a 
mother, this article provides four helpful ways we can 
learn from her example: 
 

Keep an open heart 
Mary didn’t dwell on the negative.  Instead she 
looked at the positive and saw the future with hope.  
When your frustrated with your children, remember 
that openhearted hope when you first learned you 
were expecting.  Savour the good moments and 
remember that the frustrations are often simply 
normal growing pains. 
 

Remember God gave you this child 
God loves all of our children with an absolutely 
perfect love.  Even when we feel like failures, our 
children are deeply loved. 
 

Feeling your child’s pain is a gift 
Mary couldn’t change the life of her son in any way, 
either.  All she could do was suffer along with him.  
Sharing your child’s pain, even if that’s all you can 
do, is a great gift. 
 

Total surrender 
Mary surrendered herself totally to loving her son, 
and she never regretted it.  Love is a sacrifice, but 
when we give ourselves totally to it, we are receiving 
in return love like we’ve never known before.  
Parenthood doesn’t diminish who we are, it throws 
open the doors to life.  No wonder every new parent 
is so excited. 
 

Source: Life, Marriage & Family Office, Catholic Archdiocese 
of Melbourne.  Full article is available at https://aleteia.org 

 

Catholic Theological College 

2018 KNOX PUBLIC LECTURE  
with Dr Jeff Kildea 

Wednesday 16 May at 7.30pm 

Catholic Leadership Centre, Corner Victoria Parade & 
Hoddle Street, East Melbourne  

 

Bookings and Information:  
Email  jill.doncovio@ctc.edu.au or  

phone 9412 3304. R.S.V.P. by Wednesday 9 May. 

 CHURCHES ATTACKED IN ROURKELA 
DIOCESE OF INDIA'S ODISHA STATE 

Vandals have destroyed two Marian statues and set 
fire to the sacristy and storeroom of a parish in 
Rourkela Diocese of India's Odisha state. 
 

Sundergarh district administration has deployed 
armed police in the area because of the religious 
sensitivity of the two separate incidents on April 1, 
said police inspector Bijay Kumar Singh. 
 

The eastern state witnessed anti-Christian violence a 
decade ago that claimed more than 100 lives. 
Christians fear attacks over Christmas but Easter 
seasons have been peaceful in other parts. 
 

Full report at www.ucanews.com 

‘‘‘Peace be with you!’Peace be with you!’Peace be with you!’   

TTTOPOPOP   FFFIVEIVEIVE   TTTAKEAWAYSAKEAWAYSAKEAWAYS   FROMFROMFROM   ‘G‘G‘GAUDETEAUDETEAUDETE   ETETET   EEEXSULTATEXSULTATEXSULTATE’ ’ ’ BYBYBY   PPPOPEOPEOPE   FFFRANCISRANCISRANCIS   

Only in silence can the word of 

God find a home in us, as it did 

in Mary, the woman of the 

word and, inseparably, woman of silence. 

Verbum Domini (2010) 66 

TOUCHING THE FRINGE OF HIS GARMENT 
Saturday 5 May and Sunday 6 May, 9am–5pm  

St Clare’s Hall, access from Killara Street, Box Hill North  
If you or someone you know needs healing of any kind, these 

two days are for you. BYO lunch and bible; morning and 
afternoon tea will be provided.   

Cost: $50 donation, students $30 Bookings: by 30 April at 
https://www.trybooking.com/TEBY  

https://www.trybooking.com/TEBY

