
 

 

JESUS SUFFERINGS GIVE US COURAGE 
AND OPTIMISM 

The readings for today give the name “sin” to our offenses 
against God. When we sin -- violate God’s Commandments -- 
we distance ourselves from Him; when we refuse, or fear, to 
admit our sins, we deny ourselves God’s freely offered 
pardon and forgiveness.  
 

Putting evil in its place and naming sin for what it is, Jesus 
reminds us in today’s Gospel, that sin and evil must be 
confronted whether it is in ourselves, our relatives, our friends 
or our enemies.  The Gospel passage reveals how Jesus 
himself was misunderstood by his own relatives and was 
criticized, slandered and rejected by the Sanhedrin-led 
scribes and Pharisees. His sufferings for us give us courage and his offer of healing, strength and forgiveness, 
so that we can do as he did when we face unfair treatment and criticism in our lives.  
 

Today’s Scriptures challenge us to face rejection with prophetic courage and optimism. Very often our friends, 
families, or childhood companions fail to listen to us and refuse to accept the words of grace, love and 
encouragement that we offer to them because they are too familiar with us.  But we have to face such rejection 
with prophetic courage because by our Baptism we are called to be prophets like Jesus, sharing his prophetic 
mission. As prophets, our task is to speak out the truth and oppose the evils in our society without condoning 
or encouraging sinful behavior even in our dear ones.  
 

Excerpted from the homily of Fr Tony Kadavil available at  http://stjohngrandbay.org/.  Image by www.catholicteacherresources.com 

ACCLAMATION  
Alleluia, alleluia! 

The prince of this world will now be cast out, and 
when I am lifted up from the earth I will draw all 

to myself, says the Lord.  Alleluia! 

NEXT WEEK’S READINGS 
 

1st Reading: Ezekiel 17:22-24  

2nd Reading: 2 Corinthians 5:6-10  
Gospel: Mark 4:26-34   

RESPONSE  
With the Lord 

there is mercy and 
fullness of 

redemption. 

PLEASE PRAY FOR THE FOLLOWING AND THEIR FAMILIES    
 

ANNIVERSARIES:  Trent Baccin, Frank Willersen, Anna Gondas, Sake (Jackie) Boghossian, 
                               Eugene Louise, Emma Vail, Charles Butler, Ellen Rial, Oliver Norris, Sheila Scudds, 
                                Anthony Williamson. 
SICK:  Mary Edmonds, Marta Kristan, Geoff Bell, Peter Lisle, Margaret Ratcliffe, Margaret McLean, 
           Matthew MacDonald,   Nigel Goggin       
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“We are a child safe Parish”  

VATICAN BLOCKS GERMAN PLANS 
ON COMMUNION FOR PROTESTANTS  

 

Pope Francis has stalled the German bishops’ plan to 
loosen restrictions on giving Communion to 
Protestants, telling them their document on the topic 
is “not ready” for publication. 
 

A two-thirds majority of the German hierarchy had 
voted in favour of a “pastoral handout” that would 
have made it easier for non-Catholic Christians 
married to Catholics to receive the sacraments. But 
seven bishops – including a cardinal – protested 
against the move and appealed to Rome. 
 

In a letter addressed to Cardinal Reinhard Marx, 
President of the German Episcopal Conference, 
Cardinal-designate Luis Ladaria, the Prefect of the 
Congregation for the Doctrine of the Faith, says the 
Pope has ruled against publishing the document on 
the grounds of preserving the integrity of Catholic 
doctrine and Church unity. 
 

Full report at www.cathnews.com 

Feasts of the Week 
 

 11 June - St Barnabas 

 13 June - St Anthony of Padua 

The Craft Group would 
like to thank all 
P a r i s h i on e rs  a nd 
friends who supported 
the Biggest Morning 
Tea last 24 May.  You 

helped to raise $1328 and this will all be 
donated to Cancer Council Victoria for 
research into cures for cancer. 

PROCLAIMERS OF GOD’S WORDPROCLAIMERS OF GOD’S WORDPROCLAIMERS OF GOD’S WORD   
 

Present and future Proclaimers of God’s 
Word, please sign up to participate in the 

workshop on 28 June, 7pm-9pm at 
Rowville Parish. This session will be led by Mary Ryan 

from the Archbishop’s Office for Evangelisation 
Sign-off sheet is available in the Narthex. 

‘Anyone who does the will of God, that person Anyone who does the will of God, that person 
is my brother and sister and mother’is my brother and sister and mother’  

~ Mark 3:20~ Mark 3:20--3535  

POPE’S JUNE 
PRAYER INTENTION: 

’FOR INCLUSIVE 
SOCIAL NETWORKS’ 

 

The Internet is a gift of God, 
but it is also a great 
responsibility. 
 

Communication technology, its places, its 
instruments have brought with it a lengthening of 
horizons, a widening, for so many people. 
 

It can offer immense possibilities for encounter 
and solidarity. 
 

May the digital network not be a place of 
alienation. May it be a concrete place, a place 
rich in humanity. 
 

Let us pray together that social networks may 
work towards that inclusiveness which respects 
others for their differences. 

POPE FRANCIS AT MASS: THE DEVIL IS 
BEHIND EVERY PERSECUTION 

 

During his homily at Mass on Friday, Pope Francis 
reflected on how the Devil is the cause of all forms of 
persecution: from cultural colonization to war, hunger, 
and slavery. 
 

Today, said Pope Francis, we are not only witnessing the 
persecution of Christians, but of every man and woman. 
But the Lord gives us the grace to fight back and to 
restore the image and likeness of God that is within us. 
 

Pope Francis described hunger as an "injustice" that 
"destroys men and women because they have nothing to 
eat", even if there is a lot food available in the world. He 
went on to speak of human exploitation, of different 
forms of slavery.  
 

The Pope also reflected on cultural colonization. This is 
exactly what the Devil wants, he said, "to destroy human 
dignity" – and that is why the Devil is behind all forms of 
persecution. 
 

Full report at www.melbournecatholic.org.au 

ANNUAL ANNIVERSARY MASS 
Are you celebrating your 25th, 40th, 50th, or 60th-

70th wedding anniversary this year? 
The Life, Marriage & Family Office invite you and your 

families to join us at the Annual Anniversary Mass. 
The Mass will be celebrated at St Patrick's Cathedral 
on Sunday 29 July at 11am. Couples who register will 

receive commemorative certificates and packs. 
To register visit: www.cam.org.au/lifemarriagefamily 

or contact  lmf@cam.org.au or 9287 5587.  
Registrations close Friday 13 July. 

CHILDREN ARE SAFE IN CATHOLIC 
SCHOOLS: BISHOP O'KELLY  

 

Adelaide’s new Apostolic Administrator Bishop 
Gregory O’Kelly SJ says Catholic schools are now 
among the “safest places” for children, because of 
reforms introduced following child sexual abuse 
scandals.  
 

The Port Pirie Bishop has been appointed by Pope 
Francis to the Apostolic Administrator role, meaning 
he will take over responsibilities formerly in the hands 
of Archbishop Philip Wilson. 
 

“It’s something I’m still working out. I only got this 
news on Friday,” Bishop O’Kelly told ABC Radio 
Adelaide. “It would be normal practice in these 
circumstances to appoint a nearby bishop.” 
 

Last month, Archbishop Wilson became the most 
senior Catholic to be convicted of concealing child 
sexual abuse. He has stood down from his duties. 
 

Full report at www.cathnews.com 

FAITH COMMUNITIES UNITE TO 
SUPPORT SR PATRICIA  

 

An ecumenical service was held in Melbourne on 
Saturday to support Sr Patricia Fox, the Australian 
missionary facing deportation from the Philippines.  
 

The service was coordinated by Melbourne 
Archdiocese's Filipino chaplaincy and Office for 
Justice and Peace, as well as Australians for 
Philippine Human Rights and the Catholic 
Archdiocese of Melbourne’s Office for Justice & Peace. 
 

It was led by Msgr Joselito Asis, Melbourne's chaplain 
to the Filipino community. He was joined by Bishop 
Philip Huggins, Anglican Archbishop of Melbourne, 
Rev Tim Costello from the Baptist Union of Australia, 
and Rev Andrew Tiver from the Uniting Church of 
Australia. 
 

The theme of the service was solidarity with Sr Patricia 

and her work in the Philippines. 
 

Full report at www.cathnews.com 

HOMILY 
The homily is a means of bringing 
the scriptural message to life in a 
way that helps the faithful to 
realise that God’s word is present 
and at work in their everyday lives. 

 

~Verbum Domini (201) 59 

http://www.cam.org.au/lifemarriagefamily
mailto:lmf@cam.org.au

