
 

 

 

“JOHN IS HIS NAME” 
We celebrate the feast of John the Baptist's birth today because of John’s 
prominent role in the history of salvation as the forerunner of the Messiah.  It 
was John the Baptist who prepared Israel to receive their long-awaited Messiah 
by preaching repentance.  
 

Since John was the forerunner of Jesus and prepared Israel for their Messiah, 
the “Servant” Messianic prophecy of Isaiah is given in the first reading. The 
passage expresses important aspects of John’s career as a prophet to God’s 
people and a light to the nations who was named and sanctified from his 
mother’s womb. The second reading describes the mission of John the Baptist. 
It tells us how John the Baptist in all humility publicly acknowledged his role as 
being only the Messiah’s herald. His role was to prepare Israel to receive the 
Messiah by inviting the people to receive the baptism of repentance. Today’s 
Gospel describes the birth of John the Baptist and his circumcision and naming 
ceremony on the eighth day. In the presence of friends and relatives, Zechariah 
miraculously regained his power of speech after declaring in writing, “John is his 
name.” The name John means “God is gracious.” It was the name which God 
had commanded the child be given, and it described the parents' gratitude for this unexpected joy. The 
miraculous birth of the child to the elderly parents, the miraculous healing received by Zechariah and his 
prophetic hymn about the mission of his son prompted the people gathered there to ask the question, "What 
will this child turn out to be?" 
 

Excerpted from the homily of Fr Tony Kadavil available at  http://stjohngrandbay.org/. Image from http://www.english.op.org 

ACCLAMATION  
Alleluia, alleluia! 

Vigil Mass: He came to bear witness to the 
light, to prepare an upright people for the Lord. 
 

Day Mass: You, child, will be called the 
prophet of the Most High: you will go before 
the Lord to prepare his ways. 

Alleluia! 

NEXT WEEK’S READINGS 
 

1st Reading: Ezekiel 17:22-24  

2nd Reading: 2 Corinthians 5:6-10  

Gospel: Mark 4:26-34   

RESPONSE  
 

Vigil Mass: Since my 
mother’s womb, you 
have been my strength. 
 

Day Mass: I praise you 
for I am wonderfully 
made. 

PLEASE PRAY FOR THE FOLLOWING AND THEIR FAMILIES    
 

 

ANNIVERSARIES:  Elizabeth McSweeney, Giovanni Antidormi, Thomas Waiting, Sean Fay, 
            Brian Taggert, Carmen Lia, Jeanette Tivendale, Alice Klear, John Stephensen,  
           James Mooney, Veronica Carroll, Irene Alexander  
SICK:  Mary Edmonds, Marta Kristan, Geoff Bell, Peter Lisle, Margaret Ratcliffe, Margaret McLean, 
          Matthew MacDonald,   Nigel Goggin       
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“We are a child safe Parish”“We are a child safe Parish”“We are a child safe Parish”    

NCCA PRESIDENT RESPONDS TO 
AMERICAN WITHDRAWAL FROM UN 

HUMAN RIGHTS COUNCIL 
 

The president of National Council of Churches in 
Australia, Bishop Philip Huggins, has expressed his 
disappointment following the announcement of the 
United States' withdrawal from the United Nations 
Human Rights Council (UNHRC).  
 

The UN set up the council in 2006 to replace the UN 
Commission on Human Rights. It is responsible for 
promoting and protecting human rights around the 
world and is made up of over 40 members. President 
Donald Trump has accused the council of a ‘chronic 
bias against Israel’. 
 

Bishop Huggins attended the UN Universal Periodic 
Review of Human Rights in Geneva in 2017 as part of 
the Christian Conference of Asia and was very 
impressed by the way the international community 
nudge and encourage each other in that forum to a 
better implementation of agreed human rights.  
 

With Trump administration’s decision to withdraw 
from UNHRC, Bishop Huggins expressed his deep 
disappointment. ‘What good can come of that, 
especially for besieged minorities in places of 
brutality?, he asked’. ‘We can but urge reconsideration 
for the sake of the common good.’  
 

Full statement can be read at www.ncca.org.au 

Feasts of the Week 

 27 June - Our Lady of Perpetual Help 

 28 June - St Irenaeus of Lyons 

 29 June - Sts Peter and Paul 

The Australian Catholic Bishops Conference 
welcomes the Turnbull Government’s response to the 
Royal Commission into Institutional Responses to 
Child Sexual Abuse, including measures to 
standardise approaches to child safety and research 
to help prevent child sexual abuse in the future. 
 

The Catholic Church has already begun its work to 
respond to the recommendations of the Royal 
Commission. Some of those responses began during 
the course of the Royal Commission. 
 

The Catholic Church was the first non-government 
institution to join the national redress scheme on the 
national level. The Church had called for such a 
scheme over recent years and is firmly committed to 
providing redress to survivors who were abused in 
Catholic settings.  The Church also has established 
the Implementation Advisory Group, made up mostly 
of lay people, which is helping the bishops decide 
how to respond to the Royal Commission. 

The Australian Catholic Bishops Conference is 
considering advice from internal and external 
stakeholders, including the Implementation Advisory 
Group. The Federal Government’s response will also 
inform the bishops’ response in important ways. 
 

Regarding the issue of the seal of confession, the 
Catholic Church does not view the sacramental seal 
as incompatible with maintaining child safety.  
The Church wants measures that will genuinely make 
environments safer for children. There has been no 
compelling evidence to suggest that legal abolition of 
the seal of confession will help in that regard. 
 

Protecting children and upholding the integrity of 
Catholic sacraments are not mutually exclusive and 
the Church wants to continue to work with 
government to ensure both can be achieved and 
maintained. 
Full report at www.melbournecatholic.org.au 

SISTER PATRICIA FOX NOT OFF THE 
HOOK YET IN MANILA 

 

Philippine Justice Department orders Sister Patricia 
Fox's missionary visa be restored, but deportation 
case still looms. 
 

Sister Fox is still in danger of being booted out 
despite winning a reprieve from the Justice 
Department this week, according to a top government 
official. 
 

The department declared the forfeiture of the nun's 
visa by the Immigration Bureau ‘null and void’ on 18 
June because there was no legal basis to declare it 
forfeit. It added that Sister Fox ‘may continue to 
perform her duties as a missionary’ until her visa 
expires in September or ‘until a final resolution’ in her 
deportation proceedings is reached. 
 

A spokesman for President Rodrigo Duterte, said the 
71-year-old nun is ‘not yet off the hook’ and still has to 
face the deportation case. 
 

Full report at www.melbournecatholic.org.au 

PETER’S PENCE ANNUAL COLLECTION  
FOR THE HOLY FATHER  

THIS WEEKEND IN ALL MASSES 

STATEMENT FROM AUSTRALIAN CATHOLIC BISHOPS CONFERENCE PRESIDENT 
ARCHBISHOP MARK COLERIDGE ON ROYAL COMMISSION 

WORKING DOCUMENT FOR SYNOD 
ON YOUTH PRESENTED 

The ‘Instrumentum Laboris’ of the Synod of Bishops 
on young people scheduled for later this year, was 
released by Cardinal Lorenzo Baldisseri, the 
Secretary General of the Synod of Bishops, along with 
3 other officials at a press conference in the Vatican 
on 19 June. 
 

The ‘Instrumentum Laboris’ or the working document 
of the upcoming Synod of Bishops on youth, 
scheduled from October 3-28 in the Vatican, has three 
main sections, namely, recognising, interpreting and 
choosing with regard to vocation in life. 
 

The working document has been the result of 
consultation with the Synods of Eastern Catholic 
Churches, the bishops’ conferences worldwide, the 
Vatican dicasteries and the Roman Curia and the 
International Union Superiors General (UISG). 
 

An important input has been from an online 
questionnaire to which over 100,000 youth 
responded. Other inputs came from the International 
Seminar on the Condition of Youth held in Rome in 
September 2017, and the March 2018 Pre-Synodal 
Meeting in Rome with 300 youth in which another 
15,000 participated online.  
 

Full report at www.melbournecatholic.org.au 

STEWARDSHIP CORNER REFLECTION 

“…Behold, one is coming after me; I am not worthy 

to unfasten the sandals of his feet.” – ACTS 13:25 
 

Stewardship is a lifestyle, it’s not a program or a 

process. It’s how we are called to live our lives 

twenty-four hours a day, seven days a week! It 

challenges us to live “God-centered” lives, not 

“self-centered” lives. Reflect on your daily 

activities, do you do them for the glory of God or 

for the glory of your own name?   

Preparation Classes for the Sacrament 
of Reconciliation will start on 21 July 

at 3-4pm for 10 weeks (excluding 
school holidays).  For details, please 

coordinate with Jacinta Joy. 


