
 

 

WE ARE CALLED TO BE WITNESSING 
DISCIPLES AND EVANGELIZING APOSTLES 

The readings for this weekend remind us of our Divine adoption as 
God’s children and of our call to preach the Good News of Jesus 
by bearing witness to God’s love, mercy and salvation as revealed 
through Jesus.  “God chose us in Christ before the foundation of 
the world.” 
 

In today’s Gospel, the evangelist tells the story of Jesus’ 
commissioning of the twelve apostles to preach the “Good News” 
of repentance, forgiveness of sins, liberation and salvation through 
Jesus.  He sends forth his followers to proclaim the Good News of 
God’s Kingdom and to bring healing to those who need it most. 
The Gospel reports the instruction Jesus gave his disciples for 
their first mission. They should be walking illustrations of God’s 
love and providence in action. They should preach repentance — 
a change of heart and a change of action taking people from a self
-centered life to a God-centered life. 
 

We, too, have a witnessing mission: We are called to be witnessing disciples and evangelizing apostles.  As 
witnessing disciples, we need to follow Jesus, imitate him, reflect him and radiate him.  As apostles, we need 
to evangelize the world by sharing with others our experience of God and His Son, Jesus, proclaiming the 
Gospel and the salvation promised by Jesus through our transparent Christian lives and radiating the love, 
mercy, forgiveness, spirit of humble service and concern of Jesus to the people around us. 
 

Excerpted from the homily of Fr Tony Kadavil available at  http://frtonyshomilies.com. Image from https://lds.org  

ACCLAMATION  
Alleluia, alleluia! 

May the Father of our Lord Jesus Christ 
enlighten the eyes of our heart. 

Alleluia! 

NEXT WEEK’S READINGS 
 

1st Reading: Jeremiah 23:1-6 
2nd Reading: Ephesians 2:13-18  
Gospel: Mark 6:30-34  

RESPONSE  
 

Lord, show us your 
mercy and love, and 

grant us your salvation. 

PLEASE PRAY FOR THE FOLLOWING AND THEIR FAMILIES    
 

 

ANNIVERSARIES:  Patrick Lee, Molly D’Souza, Joseph Fenech, Charles O’Farrell, Jack Gottardo,  
Ethel Roach, Pieter Scholten, Alby O’hehir, Maria Carmichael, Kathleen Borman,   Marie Wallace, 
Germano Artini, Bonnie Arthur, Mae Lamb, Harold Rogers, Mary Turner.  
 

SICK:  Mary Edmonds, Marta Kristan, Geoff Bell, Peter Lisle, Margaret Ratcliffe, Margaret McLean, 
          Matthew MacDonald,   Nigel Goggin   , Wendy Markby  .  

 

VATICAN CALLS FOR PRAYERS, SUPPORT 
FOR SEAFARERS, WHO FACE MANY RISKS 

The Vatican through Cardinal Peter Turkson, prefect 
of the Dicastery for Promoting Integral Human 
Development invited Catholics to pray for the 1.2 
million seafarers around the world who work under 
difficult conditions and make huge sacrifices in their 
profession. 
Seafarers 'play a significant role in our global 
economy by transporting from one corner of the world 
to another 90 percent of all the goods we use in our 
daily life. For this reason, today while we pray for all 
of them wherever they are, we would like also to 
express our gratitude for their tough work full of 
sacrifices,' said a message for Sea Sunday, 
celebrated 8 July. 
Full report at www.melbournecatholic.org.au 

The Victorian Government has released on 
Wednesday 11 July its report responding to the Royal 
Commission into Institutional Responses to Child 
Sexual Abuse.  
 

The report has accepted 293 of the 409 
recommendations in full or in principle, while 24 
remain in consideration.  
 

A decision on the Royal Commission’s recommend-
dation, that would require priests to divulge any 
admission or suspicion of sexual abuse heard in 
confession, is yet to be decided. 

 

Victoria’s Attorney-General, Martin Pakula, has 
indicated that he would prefer nationwide agreement 
regarding admissions or suspicions of sexual abuse 
in the confessional as opposed to a state-level 
decision.  
 

In releasing its report via the Analysis & Policy 
Observatory (APO) website, the Victorian Govern-

ment said it is ‘taking responsibility to make sure no 
child is failed again and the wrongs of the past are 
never repeated.’  
 

Among a raft of recommendations accepted by the 
Andrews Government, childcare workers will be 
obliged to report on any suspicions of abuse of young 
people in their care. The recommendations also 
include making it an offence if an individual fails to 
stop abuse from occurring despite having the power 
to do so.  
 

To view the full report, visit the APO website at http://
apo.org.au/node/182096. 

PREPARATION CLASSES FOR  
FIRST RECONCILIATION  

start on Saturday 21 July at 3-4 PM 

POPE:  LEARN FROM THE PAST TO BRING 
PEACEFUL FUTURE TO MIDDLE EAST 

As war continues to threaten the land of Jesus' birth 
and to undermine the existence of Christian 
communities there, the international community must 
learn from the errors of the past and do more to bring 
lasting peace to the Middle East, Pope Francis said. 
 

'Do not forget the previous century; do not forget the 
lessons of Hiroshima and Nagasaki; do not let the 
land of the East, where the Word of peace arose, be 
transformed into a dark expanse of silence,' the pope 
said after a private meeting with the heads of Christian 
churches and communities in the Middle East. 
Pope Francis traveled 7 July to the southern Italian 
Adriatic port city of Bari to host a day of reflection and 
ecumenical prayer for peace in the Middle East. 
Full report at www.melbournecatholic.org.au 

NAIDOC JULY ART EXHIBITION :  
‘Aboriginal way of the Cross’ 

at St Francis Pastoral Rooms corner Lonsdale 
and Elizabeth Streets, Melbourne until 31 July 

THANKSGIVING ENVELOPES 
Now available in the Narthex 

PROCLAIMER OF GOD’S WORD WORKSHOP  
AT OUR LADY OF LOURDES PARISH ON  

SUNDAY 22 JULY AT 11AM 
 

New and Current Proclaimers are  
strongly advised to attend.   

Repair of Storm Pit at the Church Parking 
is now completed.  Still more works are to 
be done to clean the drainage and so on. 
We would like to thank Peter Goggin for 

overseeing the work and to all parishioners 
and visitors for their patience. 
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“We are a child safe Parish”  

He called the Twelve, and begun to  

send them out.                 ~Mark 6:7-13 

We would like to welcome to the Christian 
World our newly baptised children: 

 Matilda Johnston 
 Tyson Heydon-Walsh 
 Sophie May Walsh 
 Summer Rose Walsh 

VICTORIAN GOVERNMENT RESPONSE TO THE ROYAL COMMISSION INTO 
INSTITUTIONAL CHILD SEXUAL ABUSE 

THAI FOOTBALL TEAM FREED FROM CAVE 
 

Twelve Thai boys and their assistant soccer coach 
have been the focus of the world's attention since 
they first went missing 18 days ago.  The boys, aged 
between 11 and 16, and their 25-year-old coach had 
been exploring a cave in Thailand after soccer 
practice when they became trapped inside by 
monsoon flooding. 
It took a mammoth international rescue effort to finally 
free them, with the boys having to swim and dive 
through tight and dark passages. 
During this difficult time, the world was united in 
prayers.  Pope Francis offered prayers for the boys 
and their coach. Thank God for the joyful outcome.  
Full reports at ABC News and Ucanews 

POPE EXPRESSES SOLIDARITY AND 
SADNESS FOR VICTIMS OF JAPAN FLOODS 

 

Pope Francis expressed his 'heartfelt solidarity' with 
all those affected by the worst flood disaster to strike 
western Japan in 35 years and said he is praying 
'especially for the repose of the deceased, the healing 
of those injured and the consolation of all those who 
grieve'.  Officials said that at least 119 people have 
been killed and dozens are still missing after torrential 
rain unleashed floods and landslides that have forced 
several million from their homes. 
 

The Pope also offered 'encouragement to the civil 
authorities and all those involved in the search and 
rescue efforts as they assist the victims of this 
disaster' and upon all he invoked 'abundant blessings'. 
Full report at www.melbournecatholic.org.au 

MORE PRISON CHAPLAINS NEEDED TO 
REDUCE PRISON VIOLENCE 

The number of chaplains operating in Victorian 
prisons needs to be increased in order to provide 
spiritual and pastoral care of prisoners, ex-prisoner 
and their families.  
Prisoner numbers have increased dramatically over 
the past decade , with 41,202 prisoners at 30 June 
2017, up from 27,224, in 2007 and more funding is 
required to meet the increased demand for prison 
chaplains. The presence of prison chaplains has been 
shown to reduce violence and rule-breaking in prisons 
and provide a calming influence on the prison 
atmosphere. Corrections Victoria describes the Prison 
Ministry as ‘being a safety valve to diffuse potentially 
violent situations’. 
Full report at www.melbournecatholic.org.au 


