
 

 

LOVE GOD IN LOVING OTHERS AND LOVE OTHERS IN LOVING GOD 
 

The central message of today’s readings is the most fundamental principle of all 
religions, especially Christianity. God Himself tells us that we are created to love 
God in loving others and to love others in loving God. In other words, we are to 
love God living in others. Our prayers, Bible reading, Sacraments, sacrifices and 
all other religious practices are meant to help us grow in this relationship of love 
which He initiates with us and we, by His grace, accept. 
 

How do we love God? We must keep God’s commandments, and offer daily 
prayers of thanksgiving, praise and petition. We must also read and meditate on 
His word in the Bible and prayerfully attend Mass and other liturgical functions. 
 

Loving our neighbor means that we have to help, support, encourage, forgive, and 
pray for everyone, without discrimination based on color, race, gender, age wealth 
or social status. 
 

Excerpted from the homily of Fr Tony Kadavil available at  http://frtonyshomilies.com. Image from http://www.catholic.net 

ACCLAMATION  
Alleluia, alleluia! 

All who love me will keep my words, and my 
Father will love them, and we will come to them. 

 Alleluia! 

NEXT WEEK’S READINGS 
 

1st Reading: Kings 17:10-16 
2nd Reading: Hebrews 9:24-28  
Gospel: Mark 12:38-44  

RESPONSE  
 

I love you, Lord,  
my strength. 

The Final Document of the XV Ordinary General 
Assembly of the Synod of Bishops consisting of 3 
parts, 12 chapters, 167 paragraphs and 60 pages 
was approved in the Synod Hall.  The text was 
received with applause, Cardinal da Rocha said. It is 
'the result of real teamwork' on the part of the Synod 
Fathers, together with other Synod participants and 
'the young people in a particular way'. 
The inspiration for the Final Document for the Synod 
on Youth is the episode of the disciples of Emmaus, 
recounted by the evangelist Luke. It is 
complementary to the Instrumentum laboris of the 
Synod, and follows the three-part subdivision. 
Part One: 'He walked with them' 
The first part of the document considers concrete 
aspects of young people’s lives. It emphasizes the 
important of schools and parishes. It acknowledges 
the need for laity to be trained to accompany young 
people especially since so many priests and bishops 
are already overburdened..  
Part Two: 'Their eyes were opened' 
The Synod Document calls young people one of the 
'theological places' in which the Lord makes himself 
present. Thanks to them, it says, the Church can 
renew herself, shaking off its 'heaviness and 
slowness'. Mission, it says is a 'sure compass' for 
youth since it is the gift of self that brings an authentic 
and lasting happiness. Closely connected with the 
concept of mission is vocation. Every baptismal 

vocation is a call to holiness. 
Part Three: 'They left without delay' 
'Walking together' is the synodal dynamic. They invite 
the Conferences of Bishops’ around the world to 
continue the process of discernment with the aim of 
developing specific pastoral solutions. The definition 
of 'synodality' provided is a style for mission that 
encourages us to move from 'I' to 'we' and to consider 
the multiplicity of faces, sensitivities, origins and 
cultures.  
The Synod Document reminds families and Christian 
communities of the importance of accompanying 
young people to discover the gift of their sexuality. 
The bishops recognize the Church's difficulty in 
transmitting 'the beauty of the Christian vision of 
sexuality' in the current cultural context. It is urgent, 
the document says, to seek 'more appropriate ways 
which are translated concretely into the development 
of renewed formative paths'. 
In the end, the Document brings the various topics 
covered in the Synod into one vocational thrust, that 
is, the call to holiness. 'Vocational differences are 
gathered in the unique and universal call to holiness'. 
Through the holiness of so many young people willing 
to renounce life in the midst of persecution in order to 
remain faithful to the Gospel, the Church can renew 
its spiritual ardor and its apostolic vigor. 
 

Full report at www.melbournecatholic.org.au 

PLEASE PRAY FOR THE FOLLOWING AND THEIR FAMILIES    
 
 

ANNIVERSARIES: James Tallent, Dolores Penzo, Alec Reid, Immaculata Russo, Brian Brady, Bob Lamont      
           William Donaldson, Patricia Corcoran, Vera Fuller, Edward Krizmanic, Richard Den Elzen  
 
SICK: Mary Edmonds, Marta Kristan, Geoff Bell, Peter Lisle, Margaret Ratcliffe, Margaret McLean,    
           Matthew MacDonald,   Nigel Goggin   , Wendy Markby  , Angelita Augustine. Pam Burke. 

 

COALITION PLEDGES TO BRING 
RELIGION BACK TO STATE SCHOOLS  

The Victorian Coalition has promised to bring religious 
education back into class time in government schools if 
it wins next month’s state election.  
The Opposition’s education spokesman, Tim Smith, 
said the voluntary program would give parents of public 
school students the option to have their children 
educated about faith. 
“This is not about proselytising, this is about giving 
parents choice,” Mr Smith told ABC Radio Melbourne. 
“We’re not forcing anyone to learn religion.  “We think 
this is knowledge that some parents value for their 
children and we think that should be facilitated within 
our universal public education system.” 
Full report at www.cathnews.com 

DELEGATION URGES EXEMPTION FOR 
CONFESSIONAL SEAL  

A Church delegation has met with South Australia's 
Attorney-General Vicki Chapman to discuss the 
removal of the exemption for the confessional from 
mandatory reporting laws. The new legislation came 
into effect on October 22. 
The delegation included Apostolic Administrator and 
Port Pirie Bishop Greg O’Kelly SJ, Administrator 
Delegate Fr Philip Marshall and Child Protection Office 
manager Sally Wellington. 
Bishop O’Kelly said the group reaffirmed the Adelaide 
and Port Pirie dioceses’ unwavering commitment to 
child protection and safe environments across all 
institutions.  “We stressed that our clergy, staff and 
volunteers are well aware of their obligations and 
ensure policies and procedures are strictly enforced.” 
“However, we also pointed out that the seal of 
confession was inviolable and the exemption therefore 
creates a moral dilemma for priests. We noted that 
this matter was also being discussed in other 
jurisdictions and that there should be a national 
approach to this issue.” 
Full report at www.cathnews.com 

EVEN TORTURE COULD NOT DIM 
CHINESE PRIEST'S FAITH  

Despite the horrors of Mao Zedong's Cultural 
Revolution, a priest in Inner Mongolia managed to 
evangelize and take care of the weak, even while in 
prison.  Father Bian Zhen-fang of Baotou Diocese in 
the Inner Mongolia Autonomous Region in China's 
north is now 95 years of age. Over the course of 
modern China's history he has endured much. For his 
refusal to denounce the pope and for not giving up his 
faith, Father Bian was publicly humiliated, tortured and 
was sent to prison.  
While imprisoned, the priest recited his prayers daily 
and did not neglect pastoral work even after he was 
released from prison.  He continued to help the 
community and reach out to local Catholics and in 
secret offered confession, anointing of the sick and 
even matrimony sacraments. 
In 1980, Father Bian’s priesthood was restored and 
began to preside over construction of Xiao Church. 
Father Bian has always stressed that no matter what 
happens, he must testify for faith, not letting down 
God's calling and taking the road of being sanctified. 
Full story at www.canews.com 

PHILIPPINES DOWNGRADES 
CONTROVERSIAL AUSTRALIAN NUN'S VISA  

Philippine authorities have announced that Australian 
missionary nun Patricia Fox, who was earlier arrested 
and ordered deported, has only a week left before her 
visa expires. 
The Catholic nun, who was accused of participating in 
partisan political activities, is staying in Manila as a 
tourist pending a ruling on her appeal to the Justice 
Department. 
The Bureau of Immigration announced that it had 
downgraded Sister Fox’s missionary visa to a 
temporary visitor’s visa that has a 59-day validity. 
Immigration spokeswoman Dana Krizia Sandoval said 
the nun was given 59 days from the day her missionary 
visa expired on Sept. 5. Sandoval said it was "too early 
to tell" if the nun's visa could still be extended.  
Full report at www.ucanews.com 

THE SYNOD ON YOUNG PEOPLE: WHAT DOES THE FINAL DOCUMENT SAY? 

ANTI-ABUSE PUSH STILL A ‘WORK IN 
PROGRESS’  

Melbourne Archbishop Peter A. Comensoli says the 
final document from the Synod of Bishops on youth 
left out a firm apology for the abuse crisis because not 
all areas of the world understand the severity of the 
issue. “Certain parts of the Church in the world are 
[just] coming to understand what it means to take a 
position of zero tolerance, and the Synod is a 
reflection of the Church throughout the world,” said 
Archbishop Comensoli. 
For Archbishop Comensoli, a universal understanding 
of just how widespread sexual abuse is in the Church 
and the scarring effect that it has on victims is still a 
work in progress. 
Full report at www.cathnews.com 

We would like to thank everyone who joined in 
the Parish Dinner.  Over 70 parishioners  
participated. Special thanks to Carol Smith for 
organising everything.  As in the previous 

years, it was a great success.  There were other 
parishioners who came but were not  accommodated as 
the tickets were sold out.  Hope to see you all again next 
year. 

Thank 
You 

Mark 12:28-34 

THE GREATEST 

COMMANDMENTS 

INFORMATION SESSION ON  

PLENARY COUNCIL 

15 November 2018, 7:00pm - 8:30pm 

OLOL Church Hall 

All parishioners are invited to take part 
and participate.  Have your say and be heard! 


