
 

 

WE NEED TO ACCEPT CHRIST’S CRITERIA OF 
JUDGING PEOPLE 

Today’s readings invite us to live out a total commitment to serve God with a 
humble and generous heart, free from pride and prejudice. 
 

In the Gospel, Jesus contrasts the external signs of honor sought by the 
scribes with the humble, sacrificial offering of a poor widow and declares that 
she has found true honor in God’s eyes.  The poor widows in both the first 
reading and the Gospel gave away all that they possessed for the glory of 
God. The sacrificial self-giving of the widows in the first reading and the 
Gospel reflects God’s love in giving His only Son for us, and Christ’s love in 
sacrificing himself on the cross. 
 

We need to accept Christ’s criteria of judging people. We often judge people 
by what they possess.  We give weight to their position in society, to their educational qualifications, or to their 
celebrity status.  But Jesus measures us in a totally different way – on the basis of our inner motives and the 
intentions hidden behind our actions.  He evaluates us on the basis of the sacrifices we make for others and 
on the degree of our surrender to His holy will.  The offering God wants from us is not our material 
possessions, but our hearts and lives.  What is hardest to give is ourselves in love and concern, because that 
gift costs us more than reaching for our purses. Let us, like the poor widow, find the courage to share the 
wealth and talents we hold. Let us stop dribbling out our stores of love, selflessness, sacrifice, and compassion 
and dare to pour out our whole heart, our whole being, our “whole life” into the love-starved coffers of this world. 
 

Excerpted from the homily of Fr Tony Kadavil available at  http://frtonyshomilies.com. Image by James Christensen from https://modernlectionaries.blogspot.com 

ACCLAMATION  
Alleluia, alleluia! 

Happy the poor in spirit;  
the kingdom of heaven is theirs! 

 Alleluia! 

NEXT WEEK’S READINGS 
 

1st Reading: Daniel 12:1-13 
2nd Reading: Hebrews 10:11-14,18  
Gospel: Mark 13:24-32  

RESPONSE  
 

Praise the Lord, 
my soul! 

Freedom of religion is on the decline in Australia, 
Sydney Archbishop Anthony Fisher OP has warned.  
Where Australians used to “live and let live” beside 
neighbours of various religions, cultures and 
ethnicities, there is now a “hard-edged secularism” 
determined to shut out people of faith and punish 
religious institutions such as faith-based schools, he 
said. 
Archbishop Fisher, who has returned to Australia 
after a Vatican synod on youth, called on the 
Morrison government to release the Ruddock report 
on religious freedom, which it has kept under wraps 
since May. 
The delay had enabled selective leaks of the report’s 
recommendations ahead of the Wentworth by-
election, fuelling calls to strip faith-based schools of 
their few existing protections. 
Archbishop Fisher, a lawyer and university ethicist 
before becoming a bishop, said churches were 
entitled to hire principals, teachers and other staff 
whose beliefs and values were in line with Church 
teaching on gender, sexuality, marriage and other 
matters. 

“Young people can smell a phony,” Archbishop Fisher 
said, which was why leaders and teachers in Catholic 
schools needed to reflect Catholic teaching not just in 
paying lip service, but in their beliefs and personal 
lives.    
Full report at www.cathnews.com 

PLEASE PRAY FOR THE FOLLOWING AND THEIR FAMILIES    
 

 

ANNIVERSARIES: Maria De Kort, Patricia Stewart, Lawrence Hicks, Joos Van Kuyl, Des Lynch, 
           Herbert de Leeuw, Celia Backhouse, William Ilott, John Driscoll, Josef Paffenholz. 
 

SICK: Mary Edmonds, Marta Kristan, Geoff Bell, Peter Lisle, Margaret Ratcliffe, Margaret McLean,    
           Matthew MacDonald, Nigel Goggin   , Wendy Markby  , Angelita Augustine, Pam Burke, Lola Jones, 
           Maureen Vennix 

 

RTD. BISHOP ELLIOTT COMPLETED 11 
YEARS AS A ‘HAPPY BISHOP’  

Pope Francis announced on Saturday that he had 
accepted the resignation of Melbourne Auxiliary Bishop 
Peter Elliott, which he submitted recently upon 
reaching the retirement age of 75. Bishop Elliott said 
he kept Mother Teresa’s exhortation to new bishops – 
that they be "happy bishops" – front of mind and in his 
heart during his 11 years of episcopal ministry in 
Melbourne Archdiocese. 
He said he took particular joy when administering the 
sacrament of Confirmation.  “Confirmations were an 
important part of my ministry as a regional bishop,” he 
said.  “They provided a great opportunity to catechise 
and to evangelise the candidates for Confirmation, and 
particularly their families.” 
Bishop Elliott said he also enjoyed many of his various 
roles as part of the Australian Catholic Bishops 
Conference, including as a member of the Catholic 
Disability Council; working with former Anglicans who 
joined the Catholic Church; and in liturgy, a great 
interest of his, and an area he plans to continue 
exploring through study and writing. 
Melbourne Archbishop Peter A. Comensoli said Bishop 
Elliott "has been a wonderful Minister of the Gospel in 
the Archdiocese of Melbourne over many decades". 
 

Full report at www.cathnews.com 

PRISON MINISTRY SETS CHAPLAIN FREE 
For Melbourne youth prison chaplain Jwan Kada, the 
life-giving freedom of Jesus Christ can be found in 
every prison cell.  
Reflecting on her vocation in the lead-up to Prison 
Sunday this weekend, the 33-year-old former Iraqi 
refugee is living her Catholic faith well outside the four 
walls of her close-knit Chaldean community. 
“This ministry sets me free,” Ms Kada said of the 
personal rewards gained while helping disengaged 
and abandoned youth in detention. 
Inspired by Pope Francis’ aspiration of a Church 
working in the community, the Catholic Regional 
College Sydenham teacher’s personal life journey 
helps her to connect with the young men she visits. 
Full text available at www.cathnews.com 

POPE MOURNS COPTIC CHRISTIANS 
KILLED IN ATTACK  

Pope Francis expressed sorrow for the victims of an 
attack on Coptic Christians in Egypt in his Angelus 
address last Sunday.  
Islamic militants ambushed a bus carrying Coptic 
Christian pilgrims to a desert monastery south of Cairo 
last 3 November killing seven and leaving 19 injured. 
“I pray for the victims, pilgrims killed just because they 
are Christians, and I ask Holy Mary to console their 
families and the whole community,” Francis said. 
The Coptic Orthodox Church held funerals on Saturday 
for six of the victims, who were killed while on 
pilgrimage to Saint Samuel the Confessor monastery in 
Egypt’s Minya province. The Islamic State claimed to 
be behind the attack. 
Full report at www.cathnews.com 

We would like to convey our gratitude 
to Andrew Kayser for his wonderful 

work in the parish being the leader of 
the Prayer Group, part of the Choir 

and other activities in the Parish.  We 
wish him all the best as he moves to 

South Gippsland. 

PARISH PASTORAL COUNCIL 
 

A few positions are vacant.  If you want to nominate 
yourself or someone, we will appreciate it very much.   
The meeting will be 4 Wednesday evenings a year. 

INFORMATION SESSION ON  

PLENARY COUNCIL 

15 November 2018, 7:00pm - 8:30pm 

In the Narthex 

All parishioners are invited to take part in it.   
Have your say and be heard! 

ARCHBISHOP FISHER CALLS FOR RELEASE OF RUDDOCK REPORT  

POPE FRANCIS NOVEMBER PRAYER INTENTION 
 

IN THE SERVICE OF PEACE 
 

We all want peace. It is desired above all  
by those who suffer its absence. 

We can speak with splendid words, but  
if there is no peace in our heart,  

there will be no peace in the world. 
 With zero violence and 100 percent tenderness,  

let us build the evangelical peace  
that excludes no one. 

Let us pray together that the language of  
love and dialogue may always prevail over  

the language of conflict. 

BORDER FORCE ‘DENIES’ BABY 
ISABELLA A CHURCH BAPTISM  

Australian Border Force is preventing a baby who was 
born in immigration detention and is still there seven 
months later from being baptised in a church, 
according to the family and a Melbourne priest.  
It is the latest in what supporters claim is exceptional 
treatment of Huyen Tran and her seven-month-old 
daughter, Isabella, who was born into detention in 
Melbourne.  
A United Nations body is now examining whether 
Australia is breaching its human rights obligations by 
holding Isabella in arbitrary detention. 
According to Fr Peter Carrucan, who has been visiting 
the Melbourne detention centre since 2010, Australian 
Border Force has repeatedly refused or ignored the 
request.  Full report at www.cathnew.com 

All mothers are invited to be part of the 

Mother’s Prayer Group on Mondays at 7- 8pm.  

We also cordially welcome everyone to the 

Prayer Group on Wednesdays at  

7:30 - 9:30 pm. 

VOLUNTEER BBQ NIGHT 
Sunday 2 December, 6pm 

All volunteers are invited to join and have fun.  
This is our simple way of thanking all of you  

for your dedication, support and commitment  
to our Parish. PLEASE SIGN-UP.  

We need you help to cook the BBQ. If you can,  
please let Carol Smith know of it. 


