
 

 

WE NEED TO LEARN THE LESSON FROM  
THE FIG TREE   

Today’s readings give us the assurance that our God will be 
with us all the days of our lives and that we will have the 
ongoing presence of the Holy Spirit in our midst, guiding, 
protecting and strengthening us in spite of our necessary 
uncertainty concerning the end time when “Christ will come 
again in glory to judge the living and the dead.”  Each year at 
this time, the Church asks us to consider the “last things” – 
Death, Judgment, Heaven and Hell – as happening to 
ourselves. 
 

We need to “learn the lesson from the fig tree.”  This means 
that we are to watch and wait in a state of readiness.  Instead 
of worrying about the endtime events, we are asked to live 
every day of our lives loving God living in others, by our 
committed service to them with sacrificial agape love. 
 

Let us not get frightened at the thought of Christ’s Second Coming because he is with us every day in the Holy 
Eucharist, in the Holy Bible and in our worshipping communities. We will be able to welcome him in his 
Second Coming as long as we faithfully do the will of God daily by serving our brothers and sisters, by 
recognizing Christ’s presence in them, and by being reconciled with God and with our brothers and sisters 
every day.       Excerpted from the homily of Fr Tony Kadavil available at  http://frtonyshomilies.com. Image from https://achristianpilgrim.files.wordpress.com 

ACCLAMATION  
Alleluia, alleluia! 

Be watchful, pray constantly, that you may be 
worthy to stand before the Son of Man. 

 Alleluia! 

NEXT WEEK’S READINGS 
 

1st Reading: Daniel 7:13-14 
2nd Reading: Apocalypse 1:5-8  
Gospel: John 18:33-37  

RESPONSE  
 

Keep me safe,  
O God; you are 

my hope. 

The Bishops’ Synod on Young People, the Faith and 
Vocational Discernment has now concluded in Rome. 
Like the Synod on the Family, this synod which was 
focused on youth was more inclusive and democratic 
than previous synods. Pope Francis has been trying 
to make the church more ‘synodal’.  
Though youth were the focus of the synod, the youth 
participants had no voting rights. Sydney’s 
Archbishop Anthony Fisher was a member of the 
synod. When interviewed after the synod, Archbishop 
Fisher said, ‘We had a group of 36 young people 
present throughout. They were delightful. They were 
lovely to talk to informally, and they were not 
backward in coming forward in the general 
assemblies and the small-group discussions 
Australian Catholics are now preparing for a Plenary 
Council. Hopefully there will be a large number of 
participants at the proposed plenary council who are 
not bishops.  
To date, the consultation team for the assembly 
headed by facilitator Lana Turvey Collins has worked 
tirelessly, doing a great job traversing the country and 
getting people talking. 

 If the plenary council is to be a success, it is 
essential that the council members come with a 
sense of the needs and spirit of their own local 
churches. The national church will develop a synodal 
sense only if the dioceses themselves are already 
living and acting synodally.  
 

The consultations around the country are going well 
in dioceses where the bishop has got onboard with 
the process. But there is an increasing realisation 
among lay people (in particular) that the lay 
participation at a plenary council risks being 
abysmally low when it comes to having a place at the 
table; lay participation in the deliberative voting will 
probably be non-existent; and the selection of lay 
people may be insufficiently inclusive. 
 

Full report at www.cathnews.com 

PLEASE PRAY FOR THE FOLLOWING AND THEIR FAMILIES    
 

 

ANNIVERSARIES: Tony Dean, Mona Barron, Mary McKelvey, Walerian Rybak, Jack O’Sullivan, 
           Euan Trainor, Perry Rode, Brian Thurley, Lily Solc, Noel Bound, Brian Brady, Paula Brady, 
           Michael Feyen, Frieda Dyck. 
 

SICK: Mary Edmonds, Marta Kristan, Geoff Bell, Peter Lisle, Margaret Ratcliffe, Margaret McLean, Matthew  
           MacDonald,  Nigel Goggin   , Wendy Markby  , Angelita Augustine, Pam Burke, Lola Jones, Maureen Vennix 

 

PASTORAL STATEMENT OF 
ARCHBISHOP PETER ON THE BOURKE 
STREET ATTACK OF 9 NOVEMBER 2018 
The horrific and evil events in Bourke St on Friday 
afternoon have shaken our city.  Grief, pain, and anger 
are words that will readily come to mind. This incident 
will have far-reaching effects on many people. 
 

Friday’s evil act was entirely contrary to the Way of 
Jesus, contrary to all true religion, and contrary to 
human dignity. The way of Jesus Christ is to build 
bridges of mutual respect and civil friendship among 
people and communities. The way of aggression and 
violence is never the answer. Let us commit ourselves 
instead to the way of dialogue and reconciliation.  
 

Into the darkness of evil, may a light of goodness 
shine. Let us acknowledge and honour the lights of 
goodness that shone out on Friday afternoon: the 
goodness of a man who went to the aid of a neighbour 
even if that gesture of charity was countered with 
deadly intent; the goodness of people who 
courageously sought to protect others;  the goodness 
of those who defended innocent lives in the face of 
perilous harm. 
 

So, let us pray for the gentle repose of the soul of Sisto 
Malaspina; lets us pray also for those who were 
harmed; for those who defended others; and for our 
police and emergency service providers – all of whom 
reveal to us the path of goodness and right action. 
 

May those effected by Friday’s tragic events be healed, 
physically and emotionally, and may Jesus Christ 
accompany us all with solace and strength during the 
days ahead.  Our Lady, Queen of Peace, pray for us. 

CAR KEY IS LOST  
 

If anyone found a Toyota car key or know or heard anything 
about it, please contact the Parish Office.  Thank You! 

‘INVEST IN PEACE, NOT IN WAR’  
The bells of St Peter’s Basilica rang out in unison with 
thousands of other church bells around the world last 
Sunday as Pope Francis commemorated the 100-year 
anniversary of the end of World War I. 
 

“While we pray for all the victims of that terrible 
tragedy, let us say forcefully: invest in peace, not in 
war!” Francis said at the end of his Angelus address. 
 

The memory of World War I should be a warning to 
“reject a ‘culture of war’ and seek every legitimate 
means to put an end to the conflicts that still bleed 
several regions of the world,” he said and added, “It 
seems that we do not learn.” 
 

Francis quoted Pope Benedict XV, an advocate for 
peace during WWI, who denounced the war as 
“useless slaughter” in his 1917 peace plan. As pope 
throughout the entirety of that war, Benedict XV wrote 
five encyclicals and three apostolic exhortations 
concerning peace. 
 

Full report at www.cathnews.com 

POPE TO SPAIN’S RELIGIOUS:  
‘BE PROPHETS OF HOPE’ 

Pope Francis sent a message on Tuesday to the 25th 
General Assembly of the Spanish Conference of 
Religious, inviting them to be prophets of hope. 
Pope Francis is urging the men and women religious 
of Spain to look to the future with ‘humble audacity’ 
and to be ‘prophets of hope’.  ‘The Lord gives us hope 
with his constant messages of love and surprises, 
which at times can leave us disoriented, but they help 
us to escape from our closed mentalities and 
spiritualities.’ 
Pope Francis also invited Spain’s religious to face the 
challenge of evangelizing young people and to help 
them listen to the Lord’s invitation for their lives.  The 
Pope said consecrated life means ‘walking in 
holiness’. They are called to work tirelessly to live the 
works of mercy, he said. 
Full report at www.melbournecatholic.org.au 

FEASTS OF THE WEEK 
 21 November - Presentation of the Bl. Virgin Mary 

 22 November - St Cecilia 

 24 November - Sts Andrew Dung-Lac & companions 

VOLUNTEER BBQ NIGHT 
Sunday 2 December, 6pm 

 

All volunteers are invited.  Please sign up now. 

SEEKING A PLENARY COUNCIL FIT FOR PURPOSE 

SPECIAL COLLECTION THIS WEEKEND 
FOR 

CATHOLIC DEAF 
 

Please be generous! 

SURVIVORS FEAR THEY WILL DIE 
BEFORE GETTING REDRESS PAYMENTS  

Child sexual abuse survivors are worried they will die 
before getting redress payments, as one man died in 
hospital the day after getting an offer. The redress 
scheme has paid out fewer than 10 people in the four 
months it has been open. Some survivors fear they will 
die before major churches and charities officially enter 
the scheme. 
A spokeswoman for Social Services Minister Paul 
Fletcher said applications from people who committed 
a serious crime are assessed on a case-by-case basis. 
The Australian Catholic Bishops Conference said it is 
working with more than 30 dioceses to finalise its legal 
requirements “as soon as possible”.  “We will be part of 
the redress scheme. Survivors deserve justice and we 
want this to happen,” the ACBC said in a statement. It’s 
understood the dioceses aim to be in the scheme 
before the end of the year. 
Full report at www.cathnews.com 

THANKSGIVING ENVELOPES AND QUARTERLY STATEMENT 

IS AVAILABLE IN THE NARTHEX TABLE. 


