
 

 

WE NEED TO PREPARE OUR HEARTS AND LIVES FOR 
JESUS OUR SAVIOUR  

The Second Sunday of Advent challenges us to prepare a royal highway in 
our hearts for Jesus so that we may receive Him as our saving God during 
Christmas. We should also be prepared for Christ’s daily coming into our 
lives in the Holy Eucharist, in the Holy Bible and in the praying community.  
 

We need to prepare our hearts and lives for Jesus our Saviour to be reborn 
in us during this Christmas time. We have to fill in the “valleys” of our souls, 
formed from our shallow prayer life and a minimalist way of living our Faith.   
 

We have to straighten out whatever crooked paths we’ve been walking, like 
involvement in some secret or habitual sins or in some dishonest practices 
at work or at home, we are called to straighten them out and make 
restitution.  We all have to level the “mountains” of our pride and 
egocentrism by practicing the true humility of rendering humble service to 
others.  Finally, we are asked to be ready to meet Jesus as our Judge on 
His Second Coming, at the end of our lives and at the end of the world. 

 

Excerpt from Gospel reflection by Fr Tony Kadavil available at http://frtonyshomilies.com.. Image by https://francisxaviersamsen.wordpress.com 

ACCLAMATION  
Alleluia, alleluia! 

Prepare the way of the Lord, make straight his 
paths: all people shall see the salvation of God. 

 Alleluia! 

NEXT WEEK’S READINGS 
 

1st Reading: Zephaniah 3:14-18 
2nd Reading: Philippians 4:4-7  
Gospel: Luke 3:10-18  

RESPONSE  
The Lord has done 
great things for us; 
we are filled with 

joy. 

Pope Francis describes Advent as a good opportunity 
to understand more fully the birth of Jesus in 
Bethlehem, and to cultivate a personal relationship 
with the Son of God. 
 

We have to remember that Christmas is not about the 
birth of a Christmas tree, but about the birth of Jesus 
Christ: The Lord is born, the Redeemer who has 
come to save us. Yes, it is a celebration but we 
always face the danger, we will always have within us 
the temptation to make Christmas mundane, worldly: 
all about shopping, presents, and the Lord remains 
there, forgotten. Even in our own life.   
 

The Pope continued, saying Advent also serves to 
“purify hope,” preparing us “for the definitive 
encounter with the Lord”: Because the Lord who 
came then will return! He will return! He will return to 
ask us: “How did your life go?” It will be a personal 
encounter.  
 

Finally, Pope Francis invited everyone to cultivate the 
daily dimension of the faith, despite so many cares 
and worries, taking “custody” of our own “interior 
home.” Our God, in fact, is the “God of surprises,” 
and Christians must constantly discern what the 
heavenly Father is saying to us today: purifying our 
watchfulness. Vigilance and prayer are two words for 
Advent because historically the Lord came in 

Bethlehem; and He will come, at the end of the world 
and also at the end of our individual lives. But every 
day, every moment, He comes into our hearts, with 
the inspiration of the Holy Spirit. 
 

Full report at https://www.vaticannews.va 

PLEASE PRAY FOR THE FOLLOWING AND THEIR FAMILIES    
 

 

ANNIVERSARIES: Andrew Kriss, William Malane, Masie McPeake, Herbert Zvikevitch, Mary Tallent. 
            Alan Piergrosse,  

 

SICK:  Mary Edmonds, Marta Kristan, Geoff Bell, Peter Lisle, Margaret Ratcliffe, Margaret McLean, Pam Burke 
            Matthew MacDonald,  Nigel Goggin   , Wendy Markby  , Angelita Augustine, Lola Jones, Maureen Vennix 

 

VOLUNTEERS APPRECIATION NIGHT 
 

We would like to thank everyone who attended the volunteer appreciation night last Sunday 2 December. A 
good number of volunteers came and participated.  Special thanks to Carol Smith for her great work in 
organising this event and to Phil Lynch and Barry Dempsey for cooking the BBQ.. 

OUR LADY OF LOURDES PARISH 
PREPARATION TO 

 

PLENARY COUNCIL 2020 
 

WHAT DO YOU THINK GOD IS 
ASKING OF US IN AUSTRALIA AT THIS TIME? 

 

Hear what those attended the workshop  
has to say. 

 

“This was an opportunity to listen and think about 
our Church and where it is heading globally. It 
made me think about what should I contribute and 
how this may effect change. This is a chance to 
have a say and be heard. Maybe people feel the 
same  way or have ideas that I need to open up to.”    

~ Maureen Mardy 
 

The Plenary Council has given us the faithful 
freedom  and permission to listen and talk with 
each other as to how we feel about the Church in 
Australia today. And also to discuss future 
directions and moving on at this very important 
time in our history.  This can only be good surely.                                 

~ Bernadette Pascoe 
 

MELBOURNE OVERSEAS APPEAL 2018 
We will have special collection this weekend.   

Please be generous.  

WORKING BEE 
Saturday, 15 December, 9am-12pm 
Please beautify the Church and its 
surroundings as we prepare for the 
Christmas celebration. 

 More hands make less work 
 Bring your own tools  
 Morning tea, drinks and light lunch  

         will be provided  

CHRISTMAS GIFT 
 

Looking for a perfect gift this 
Christmas? Then look no further.   

Buy a Holy Bible for only $10/each 
available in the Pious store. 

POPE FRANCIS: ADVENT IS A TIME FOR PURIFYING THE FAITH 

SECOND SUNDAY OF ADVENT 
 
 

O Lord, let your blessing come 
upon us as we light the  

first and second candles of 
this wreath. 

 

May the wreath and its light be 
a sign of Christ’s promise  

of salvation. 
 

May He come quickly and not 
delay. Amen. 

HEALING MASS  with  
FR NAICKOPARAMBIL MATHEW 

21 January at 7:30pm 

CHRISTMAS CRIB 

We are in need of volunteers who will 
make the Christmas crib.  Please 
register your interest in the sign-in 
sheet and indicate your availability.   

10 DECEMBER AT 7:30PM - BORONIA PARISH 
19 DECEMBER AT 7:30PM - OLOL 

 

To prepare appropriately for 
Christmas and the coming of 
Jesus, please take advantage 
of this opportunity to have 
your reconciliation as there 

will be no more reconciliation 
schedule before Christmas. 

Christmas Offering Envelope 

is now available in the 

Narthex.  Please get one and 

put it in the Collection bag or 

give it to  Fr. Sebastian.  


