
 

 

REJOICE IN THE LORD 
A theme of joy always runs through the liturgy of the Third Sunday 
of Advent.  The joy of this day springs from our anticipation and 
excitement that the Lord’s coming is very near.  We ask the Lord to 
remove any sadness from our hearts that may hinder us from 
embracing the peace and hope which his presence will bestow on 
us this Christmas. 
 

In the Gospel today, John the Baptist explains the secret of 
Christian joy as our wholehearted commitment to God’s way by the 
doing of His will.   John challenges people to generosity and sense 
of fairness so that others may have reason to rejoice. According to 
John, happiness comes from doing our duties faithfully, doing good 
for others and sharing our blessings with others in need. John’s call to repentance is a call to joy and 
restoration.  Repentance means a change in the purpose and direction of our lives.  John tells the people   to 
act with justice, charity and honesty, letting their lives reflect their transformation.  For us, that transformation 
occurs when Christ enters our lives, and it is to be reflected in our living in the ways John suggests. 
 

Excerpted from St Pauls Sunday Missal, Gospel reflection by Fr Tony Kadavil available at http://frtonyshomilies.com.. Image by https://http://stmarypncc.ca 

ACCLAMATION  
Alleluia, alleluia! 

The Spirit of the Lord is upon me; he sent me to 
bring Good News to the poor. 

 Alleluia! 

NEXT WEEK’S READINGS 
 

1st Reading: Micah 5:1-4 
2nd Reading: Hebrews 10:5-10  
Gospel: Luke 1:39-44 

RESPONSE  
Cry out with joy and 
gladness: for among 
you is the great and 
Holy One of Israel. 

Advent is a time for us to hear the call - ultimately 
which comes from Jesus - to prepare his way. We are 
sent before him to the non-geographical places where 
the good news of Jesus hasn't been heard or where it 
is no longer accepted. Pope Francis tells us - in 
the Joy of the Gospel - that we share the good news 
best by our actions, more than by our words. Our 
inner joy, made manifest in our freedom to witness 
our joy, in our service for others, evangelizes, that is, 
it credibly announces the good news of our salvation 
in Jesus. We tell people about it best when we look 
like we believe it, and we look like we believe it 
because we live it. 
 

We become those who prepare the way for faith, 
through our core relationships and in our families, 
when we witness our faith in Jesus. Perfectionism, 
harshness, judgements, the pointing finger never 
brought anyone closer to Jesus. Yet, this is too often 
what "being religious" looks like to others. Our role in 
preparing the way for Jesus is to announce, to 
witness, to show how full of joy and how free we are 
by the personal relationship we have with Jesus.  
 

Becoming John the Baptist, we point to Jesus.  Like 
John, we don't call attention to ourselves. We point 
the way to Jesus. We say, "Look, there he is." 
"Behold the Lamb of God who takes away the sins of 

the world!" When we point the way to Jesus, who is 
mercy, we become ambassadors of his mercy. One 
of the most effective ways we can do this is to let 
ourselves not only be filled with the good news, 
personally, but to let ourselves fall in love with Jesus - 
to fall in love with his story, his example, his way of 
being, his trust in the Father, his parables, his healing 
presence. Everything about Jesus becomes more 
and more attractive to us. We come to him and learn 
from him. Our very being "proclaims the greatness of 
our God." 
 

“Taken from Praying Advent, on Creighton University's Online 
Ministries web site:http://onlineministries.creighton.edu/ 
CollaborativeMinistry/online.html Used with permission.”  

PLEASE PRAY FOR THE FOLLOWING AND THEIR FAMILIES    
 

 

ANNIVERSARIES: Noreen Barry, James Hogan, Theodora, Franken, Alfredo Russo, Myrtle Angland,  
            Denis Measki, Joseph McCarthy, Joanne Clothier, Thomas Vail  
 

SICK:  Mary Edmonds, Marta Kristan, Geoff Bell, Peter Lisle, Margaret Ratcliffe, Margaret McLean, Pam Burke 
            Matthew MacDonald,  Nigel Goggin   , Wendy Markby  , Angelita Augustine, Lola Jones, Maureen Vennix 

 

POPE AT MASS: LET US ALLOW 
OURSELVES TO BE CONSOLED BY GOD 
At the Mass at Casa Santa Marta, Pope Francis 
speaks about consolation, which he says should be 
the normal state for Christians. But in today’s world, he 
says, the word ‘tenderness’ has effectively been 
removed from the dictionary. 
 

The Lord comforts us with tenderness, like mothers 
who caress their children when they cry. In his homily 
at the daily Mass, Pope Francis encouraged us to 
allow ourselves to be comforted by God, and not to put 
up resistance. 
 

The Lord invites us to allow ourselves to be consoled 
by Him; and this is also helpful in our preparation for 
Christmas. The Pope said, in the opening prayer from 
the Mass, we asked for the grace of a sincere 
joyfulness, of this simple but sincere joy. 
 

Full report at www.melbournecatholic.org.au 

Congratulations 
To Fr. Sebastian on his 45th anniversary 
of Ordination on 18 December. 
 

OLOL Parish Family thank you for your 
continued faithful service to the Catholic 
Church. 

CHRISTMAS GIFT 
 

Holy Bible, a perfect gift at Christmas. 
Buy now for only $10/each available in the 

Pious Store. 

BECOMING JOHN THE BAPTIST 

THIRD SUNDAY OF ADVENT 
 

 

Joy-filled Giver of Life,  
let the anticipation of 
your birth fill us with 
overflowing joy.  May 

our excitement and 
anticipation be a sign to 
the world that you are 
always near.  Amen. 

Christmas Offering Envelope is now 

available in the Narthex.  Please 

get one and put it in the Collection 

bag or give it to  Fr. Sebastian.  

19 DECEMBER AT 7:30PM - OLOL 
 

Last chance to have your 
reconciliation as there will be no more 

reconciliation scheduled before 
Christmas. 

FLOWERS FOR CHRISTMAS 
Donations of flowers or cash for flowers 

are welcome. You may give it to Veronika 

Measki or to the Parish Office. 

STATEMENT ON NATIONAL  
REDRESS SCHEME 

Catholic archdioceses, dioceses and eparchies will 
enter the National Redress Scheme as quickly as 
possible. Almost all dioceses have completed their 
paperwork and Australian Catholic Redress Ltd is 
working closely with the Department of Social Services 
to facilitate formal entry into the Scheme for those 
dioceses. 
Entry into the Scheme will take place as dioceses are 
ready, rather than the original plan to have all dioceses 
enter at once. The staggered entry of states has 
necessitated the change in plan. The decision to have 
a staggered entry of Catholic institutions into the 
National Redress Scheme was made to allow 
institutions to enter the Scheme sooner than would 
have happened if the Church had waited for a single, 
mass entry. 
Australian Catholic Redress Ltd has supported the 
compilation of the list of more than 5000 parishes, 
schools and other entities that operate or operated 
under the banner of Catholic dioceses dating back to 
the 1940s. The creation of that list was a complex 
process and was done as quickly as possible with the 
more than 30 dioceses across the country. 
Like survivors, the Conference had hoped that 
dioceses would have been processing applications by 
now, but there has been no undue delay – simply a 
desire to make sure the entry was handled correctly 
the first time. The Conference’s commitment to the 
Scheme has not wavered and the Conference is 
grateful for the spirit of partnership that exists between 
Australian Catholic Redress Ltd, on behalf of the 
dioceses, and the Department of Social Services. 

POPE’S DECEMBER PRAYER 
INTENTION: IN THE SERVICE OF THE 

TRANSMISSION OF FAITH 
If you want to share your faith through the word, you 
have to listen much and carefully. 
 

Let us imitate the style of Jesus, who adapted himself 
to the people He had in front of Him so as to bring 
God's love to them. 
 

Let us pray that people, who are involved in the 
service and transmission of faith, may find, in their 
dialogue with culture, a language suited to the 
conditions of the present time, in their dialogue with 
people's hearts, and above all, by listening much. 

CHRISTMAS MASS SCHEDULE 
24 DECEMBER 

   Family Mass at 6PM 
  Vigil Mass at 8:30PM 
  Midnight Mass at 12AM 
 

    25 DECEMBER 
 Christmas day Mass at 9AM 
   NO AFTERNOON MASS 
(* Please keep a copy of this Newsletter or 
look on the Billboard and put this schedule  in 
your calendar so you will not forget it.) 


