
 

 

JESUS IS REBORN EVERY DAY IN ORDINARY PEOPLE LIVING 
ORDINARY LIVES 

Today’s readings remind us that Jesus is reborn every day in our lives, who have 
the willingness to respond to God’s call and the openness to do God’s will.  They 
suggest that Christmas should inspire us to carry out God’s word as Mary and 
Jesus did, in perfect obedience to His will, in cheerful kindness and unselfish 
generosity. 
 

In the Gospel, Luke tells us how two seemingly insignificant women met to 
celebrate the kindness and fidelity of God.  It shows us how sensitive Mary was to 
the needs of Elizabeth, her older cousin who had miraculously become pregnant 
in her old age.  For Luke, discipleship consists in listening to God’s word and then 
carrying it out, and Mary does both, to become the most perfect disciple. 
 

We need to carry Jesus to others as Mary did.    Christmas is the ideal time for us 
to be filled with the spirit of Christ, allowing his rebirth within us.  Once Christ is 
reborn in us, He enables us to share his love with all whom we encounter by 
offering them humble and committed service, unconditional forgiveness and compassionate, caring love. 
 

Excerpted from Gospel reflection by Fr Tony Kadavil available at http://frtonyshomilies.com.. Image by https://http://stmarypncc.ca 

ACCLAMATION  
Alleluia, alleluia! 

I am the servant of the Lord;  
may his will for me be done. 

 Alleluia! 

NEXT WEEK’S READINGS 
 

1st Reading: 1 Samuel 1:20-22,24-28 

2nd Reading: 1 John 3:1-2,21-24 
Gospel: Luke 21:41-52 

RESPONSE  
Lord, make us turn to 

you; let us see your 
face and we shall be 

saved. 

All of us, at one time or another, have felt heart-sick 
about the war in the Middle East.  Apart from all the 
politics, we know that war is a failure of peace.  No 
matter how evil the enemy, or how critically 
necessary it might be to remove him, war is simply 
tragic and results in the death of thousands of 
innocent people, and scars thousands more - if not all 
of us in some way. 
 

Most of the time, if we turn to God and beg for peace, 
it is difficult to know how to pray it.  It can seem 
"futile."  Can God really change the hearts of enough 
people to give peace a chance? 
 

Part of our Advent longing will be to grow in our 
desire for peace - a hunger and thirst for it.  For at 
midnight Liturgy on Christmas eve, we will hear the 
angels say to the shepherds:  

 

"Do not be afraid; for behold,   
  I proclaim to you good news of great joy  

  that will be for all the people." 
 

Let's let a desire for the Good News of Christmas 
grow in our hearts each day now.  Let's feel the pain 
of "hostility" and fear and anxiety of all those who are 
in the middle of the terror of war - civilians, soldiers, 
and all of us.  And as we feel this tremendous longing 
and hope, let's turn to God and ask for peace in our 
own hearts.  In these precious days of preparation, 

we can all be peace-makers at home, with our friends 
and relatives, in our parishes and faith communities 
and where we work.  As we make our own efforts at 
peace around us, let's turn to two of the Advent 
guides that scripture gives us. 
Two Women of Faith.  Whether we are a man or a 
woman, a little child, a teen, an adult, or aging, we 
can look to Elizabeth and Mary in our longing for 
peace - in our hearts and in the world. 
 

“Taken from Praying Advent, on Creighton University's Online Ministries 
website:http://onlineministries.creighton.edu/CollaborativeMinistry/
online.html Used with permission.”  

PLEASE PRAY FOR THE FOLLOWING AND THEIR FAMILIES    
 

 

ANNIVERSARIES: Charles Frost, Harry Bruce, Nelly Ales, Joan Heenan, Michael Kent.  

 

SICK:  Mary Edmonds, Marta Kristan, Geoff Bell, Peter Lisle, Margaret Ratcliffe, Margaret McLean, Pam Burke 
            Matthew MacDonald,  Nigel Goggin   , Wendy Markby  , Angelita Augustine, Lola Jones, Maureen Vennix, 
            Fiona Scudds  

 

FOURTH SUNDAY OF ADVENT 
Loving God, Awaken 
our hearts as we draw 
near to the great feast 
of Christmas; allow us 

to draw near to you 
and to sit in your 

presence. Awaken our 
hearts as we celebrate 
Christmas: and make 

room for your Son, the 
Emmanuel.  

Amen. 

FLOWERS  FOR  CHRIST MAS  
Donations of flowers or cash for 

flowers are welcome. You may give 
it to Veronika Measki or to the 

Parish Office. 

ARCHBISHOP’S CHRISTMAS MESSAGE 
 

Every baby born comes with a promise: that life is 
always stronger than death.  This promise is a 
powerful gift – the gift of hope.   
At Christmas we remember one baby, who was born 
for all: one life, stronger than any death.  The birth of 
Jesus is the world’s greatest gift of hope, for it is not a 
new thing or idea or plan that Jesus brings, but a new 
life, his own.  The birth of the Saviour brings the light of 
hope into each of our lives. And we are the ones for 
whom Christ has come to be with.  This is a hope 
worth welcoming, defending and protecting. 
Amazingly, Jesus has now entrusted the gift of himself 
to us, that we might share his life with others. 
At a time when our institutions – political, social and 
religious – are damaged, it is a person who can bring 
to us renewed reasons to find hope for ourselves, and 
offer hope to others. Hope in the person of Jesus 
Christ opens up to us new horizons of goodness and 
rightness; the birth of Jesus challenges the mirages of 
dominance and self-centredness. 
In Jesus our hope is born.  He is good for us now.  We 
can find our future in Him. Our trust is assured through 
Him. And we are invited to work with Him. 
Continue to believe in Jesus Christ, born from God and 
born of Mary; for he offers us his life so that we might 
find our lives in him. 
Friends, never lose hope in the birth of Jesus Christ. 
Happy Christmas.  

~ Archbishop Peter A Comensoli 

HAPPY 82ND BIRTHDAY, POPE 
FRANCIS! 

As Pope Francis celebrates his 82nd birthday last 
Monday, well-wishers in the Vatican and around the 
world send their greetings. 
Pope Francis once described birthdays as an occasion 
in which to “remember all that God has done for us”, 
saying that “memory is an aspect of life.” and that it is 
“a great misfortune to lose the memory of all that God 
has done for us.” 
Full report at https://www.vaticannews.va 

23 DECEMBER 2018                                                                                Year  C

PRAYING FOR PEACE IN ADVENT, PRAYING WITH ELIZABETH AND MARY  CHRISTMAS & NEW YEAR  
MASS SCHEDULE 

 24 DECEMBER 
  Family Mass with Nativity Play at 6PM 
  Carols at 8PM 
  Vigil Mass at 8:30PM 
  Carols at 11:30PM 
  Midnight Mass at 12AM 

 

 25 DECEMBER 
 Christmas day Mass at 9AM 
  NO AFTERNOON MASS 

 

   31 DECEMBER 
 New Year Prayer and Mass at 11:45PM 

 

 1 JANUARY 
 New Year’s Day Mass at 9AM 
 NO AFTERNOON MASS 

Parish Office is closed during the 

Christmas week and will open on  

3 January 2019. 

FEASTS OF THE WEEK 
 26  December - St Stephen  
 27 December -  St John, Apostle  
 28 December -  The Holy Innocents, Martyrs  

“Alone, we can do so little; together, we 
can do so much”         ~ Hellen Keller 

We would like to thank everyone who 
lend their time in our working bee last 
Saturday.  More than 30 people 
participated and did a lot of work. 

We would also like to thank those who helped in 
making the Christmas Crib. 
Special thanks to Fintan and Dr. Nicola and their 
family for decorating our Christmas Tree so beautifully.  
They do not belong to our parish but didn't hesitate to 
help us.  Thank you all. 

As we come to the end of 2018, I would 
like to express my sincere thanks to all of 
you for your warm love, commitment and  
support to the Parish Family and me.   

I remember with gratitude in a very special way 
everyone even from outside of our parish who have 
rendered special service to the Church. I appreciate 
this magnificent works of the Parish Pastoral 
Council, Finance Committee, the  people in different 
Parish Ministries, the Coordinators and volunteers 
who have shared their time, talent and commitment 
to our Parish community.   
With great appreciation of your commitment, I 
wholeheartedly thank you and wish you all a joyful 
Christmas and a Peaceful New Year.                        

~ Fr Sebastian Mappilaparambil,VC 

Fr Sebastian appreciates very much and thanks 

sincerely those who arranged the morning coffee 

and who wished him on his ordination 

anniversary last 18 December. 


