
 

 

 

LET US BE LIKE THE SHEPHERD AND MAGI 
WHO CAME TO ADORE JESUS  

Today’s Gospel teaches us how Christ enriches those who bring him 
their hearts and offer their lives to Him. It reminds us that if God 
permitted the Magi – foreigners and pagans – to recognize and give 
Jesus proper respect as the King of Jews, we should know that 
there is nothing in our sinful lives that would keep God from bringing 
us to Jesus. There were three groups of people who reacted to the 
Epiphany of Christ’s birth. The first group, headed by King Herod, 
tried to eliminate him, the second group, priests and scribes, ignored 
him, and the third group, represented by the shepherds and the 
Magi, came to adore him. 
Let us make sure that we belong to the third group by actively 
worshiping Jesus at Mass with the gold of our love, the myrrh of our 
humility and the frankincense of our adoration.  By giving a new 
direction to our lives. Just as the Magi chose another route to return to their homes, let us choose a better way 
of life, abstaining from proud, unjust and impure thoughts, evil habits and selfish behaviour.  By becoming 
stars leading others to Jesus, as the star led the Magi to Jesus. Let us remove the darkness of the evil around 
us by radiating Jesus’ love through selfless service, unconditional forgiveness and compassionate care. 
 

Source: Excerpted from Gospel reflection by Fr Tony Kadavil available at http://frtonyshomilies.com.  Image by https://catholicforlife.com 

ACCLAMATION  
Alleluia, alleluia! 

We have seen his star in the East;  
and have come to adore the Lord.   

Alleluia! 

NEXT WEEK’S READINGS 
 

1st Reading: Isaiah 40:1-5,9-11 

2nd Reading: Titus 2:11-14; 3:4-7 
Gospel: Luke 3:15-16, 21-22 

RESPONSE  
 

Lord, every nation  
on earth will  

adore you. 

PLEASE PRAY FOR THE FOLLOWING AND THEIR FAMILIES    
 

RECENTLY DECEASED: OLOL Parish family expresses our heartfelt condolences and offer our prayers 
             to the Fernandez Family at the passing away of Sean’s beloved mother in Mumbai, India. 
ANNIVERSARIES: Herbert Fitch, Giacomo Gobeo, Audrey Guillerme, John Gabriel, Michael Byrne,  
             Josef Rezk, Frank Jeary, Anne Pearson, John Simons, Antoni Szewezeski, Eulalio Ernacio.  
SICK:  Mary Edmonds, Marta Kristan, Geoff Bell, Peter Lisle, Margaret Ratcliffe, Margaret McLean, Pam Burke 
             Matthew MacDonald,  Nigel Goggin   , Wendy Markby  , Angelita Augustine, Lola Jones, Maureen Vennix 
           Fiona Scudds.  

Pope Francis began his catechesis by saying how St. 
Matthew’s Gospel strategically places the text of the 
Our Father “at the centre of the Sermon on the 
Mount, which begins with the Beatitudes”.  
 

THE BEATITUDES 
In the Beatitudes, Jesus awards the gift of happiness 
to people who in His time, and our own, “were not 
very highly regarded”, said the Pope: “the poor, the 
meek, the merciful, the humble of heart”. The 
peacemakers who, until then, were on the margins of 
history, become “builders of the Kingdom of God”. It 
is from here, said Pope Francis, that “the newness of 
the Gospel emerges”.  
LOVE HAS NO BOUNDARIES 
This is the “great secret” behind the Sermon on the 
Mount, continued Pope Francis: “Be children of your 
Father who is in Heaven”. As sons and daughters, 
brothers and sisters of our Heavenly Father, Jesus 
invites us to love our enemies, because “love has no 
boundaries”. 
 

BEWARE THE PRAYER OF THE HYPOCRITES 
 

Before giving us the “Our Father”, said Pope Francis, 

Jesus warns us of two obstacles to prayer. He does 
so by distancing Himself from two groups of His time: 
the hypocrites and the pagans. We do not pray in 
order to be “admired by others”, said the Pope.  
Christian prayer has “no credible witness other that its 
own conscience”. It is a continuous “dialogue with 
Father”. 
BEWARE THE PRAYER OF THE PAGANS 
The second group is that of the pagans, who pray 
with formality and wordiness, presenting their 
petitions without a spirit of quiet openness to God’s 
will. Pope Francis suggested that silent prayer is 
often enough, placing oneself “under the gaze of 
God. Jesus tells us to pray like children to a Father 
“who knows what we need before we even ask”. 
GOD NEEDS NOTHING 
“It is beautiful to think that our God does not need 
sacrifices to win His favour”, concluded Pope Francis. 
“Our God needs nothing: in prayer He asks only that 
we keep open a channel of communication with Him 
so we can recognize we are always His beloved 
children. Because He loves us so much”. 
 

Full article at www.melbournecatholic.org.au 

POPE FRANCIS: TRUST IN THE FATHER WHO KNOWS WHAT WE NEED 

NEW YEAR AGENDA 
As the New Year begins, we are reminded of the fact that 
we are one year closer to:  

a) The day of our death, or the day the Lord returns 
b) That day when we shall stand before the Lord in 

judgment to hear either i) "Come, you blessed of My 
Father, inherit the kingdom prepared  for you from 
the foundation of the world"( Mt 25:34),  or  ii) 
"Depart from Me, you cursed, to the everlasting fire 
prepared for the devil and his angels"( Mt 25:41). 

 

It is time for an examination of conscience of our life in 
the past year. 
 

1. Has our relationship with God and Christ 
improved? A close relationship with God depends 
upon good communication with Him by listening to 
Him in regular meditative reading of the Bible and by 
talking to Him in personal and family prayer.   

2. Has our relationship with our brothers and sisters 
improved? Has our love for one another IN OUR 
family increased this year? Are we any closer to one 
another than we were a year ago? Do we even know 
who the new members of our parish family are? 

3. Has our relationship with those in our community 
improved?  

a) As people of God, we have an important 

responsibility toward the people in the world - To be 
a positive influence ("You are the salt of the 
earth"; To demonstrate a better way ("You are 
the light of the  world")  

b) Have we made any progress this year in developing 
meaningful relationships with other people 
in  society so the light of Christ can be seen in our 
lives? So the gospel of Christ can be communicated 
to them?  

c) Or are we like most "neighbours" in this day and 
age... living next to each other, but not really 
knowing each other? Forgetting or ignoring the lost 
art of "Southern hospitality"? 

4. Did I use my God-given time and talents for the 
good of others? 

THE BEST NEW YEAR GIFTS: 
 To your friend - loyalty; 

 To your enemy - forgiveness; 

 To your boss - service; 

 To a child - a good example; 

 To your parents - gratitude and devotion; 

 To your mate - love and faithfulness; 

 To all men and women - love; 

 To God - your life. 

THE MAGIC BANK ACCOUNT 
Imagine that you had won the following prize in a 
contest.  Each morning your bank would deposit 
$86,400 in your private account for your use.  
However, this prize has rules: 
1. Everything that you didn't spend during each 

day would be taken away from you. 
2. You may not simply transfer money into some 

other account. 
3. You may only spend it. 
4. Each morning upon awakening, the bank opens 

your account with another $86,400 for that day. 
5. The bank can end the game without warning; at 

any time it can say,“Game Over!". It can close 
the account and you will not receive a new one. 

What would you personally do? 
You would buy anything and everything you 
wanted right? Not only for yourself, but for all the 
people you love and care for. Even for people you 
don't know, because you couldn't possibly spend it 
all on yourself, right?  You would try to spend 
every penny, and use it all, because you knew it 
would be replenished in the morning, right? 
This game is real... 
Each of us is already a winner of this prize. We 
just can't seem to see it.  THE PRIZE IS TIME 
1. Each morning we awaken to receive 86,400 

seconds as a gift of life. 
2. And when we go to sleep at night, any 

remaining time is not credited to us. 
3. What we haven't used up that day is forever 

lost. 
4. Yesterday is forever gone. 
5. Each morning the account is refilled, but the 

bank can dissolve your account at any time 
without warning... 

So, what will YOU do with your 86,400 seconds? 
Those seconds are worth so much more than the 
same amount in dollars. 
Think about it and remember to enjoy every 
second of your life, because time races by so 
much quicker than you think. 
So take care of yourself, be happy, love deeply 
and enjoy life! Here's wishing you a wonderful and 
beautiful day. Start “spending”.... 
Source: This was found in the billfold of Coach Paul Bear 
Bryant of the University of Alabama after he died in 1982 

DISABLED AND EMERGENCY PARKING 

WE WISH TO REMIND YOU THAT PARKING SPACE 

FOR DISABLED PERSONS ARE FOR THEIR SOLE USE.   

OTHERS, PLEASE REFRAIN FROM USING IT. 

ALSO, PLEASE DO NOT BLOCK THE ENTRANCE AND 

EXIT DOORS OF THE CHURCH AS IT IS DESIGNATED 

FOR AMBULANCE, FIRE FOR EMERGENCY. 

WE APPRECIATE YOUR COOPERATION. 


